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Philadelphia  Council  Passes  Gay  Rights  Bill 


By  Marc  Killinger 

PHILADELPHIA  —  Capping 
a  month-long,  behind-the-scenes 
lobbying  effort,  jubilant  lesbians 
and  gay  men  cheered  Philadelphia 
city  council’s  August  5  approval 
by  a  vote  of  thirteen  to  two  gay 
rights  legislation  identical  to  that 
which  died  in  committee  eight 
years  ago. 

Bill  1358,  if  signed  by  Mayor 
Green  as  expected,  amends  the 
city’s  Fair  Practices  Code  by  add¬ 
ing  “sexual  orientation”  to  the 
categories  on  the  basis  of  which 
discrimination  in  employment, 
housing  and  public  accommoda¬ 
tions  is  prohibited.  The  bill  in¬ 
cludes  no  enforcement  procedures 
and  the  Code  is  administered  by  a 
relatively  powerless  city  Human 
Relations  Commission. 

The  bill  was  introduced  on  July 
1  with  nine  co-sponsors,  the  num¬ 
ber  needed  to  pass  the  landmark 


legislation.  According  to  Scot 
Wilds,  Democratic  Party  and  gay 
community  activist,  the  bill’s 
introduction  with  so  many  co¬ 
sponsors  “flowed  from  four  or 
five  years  of  work,  building  pro¬ 
gressive,  bi-racial  city-wide  coali¬ 
tions.  Had  this  been  demanded 
right  off,”  he  said,  “it  wouldn’t 
have  worked.” 

Since  January,  a  small  group  of 
activists  from  the  Philadelphia 
Lesbian/Gay  Task  Force 
(PLGTF)  and  Philadelphia  Black 
Gays  worked  with  key  ctjuncil 
members  who  are  long-time  sup¬ 
porters  of  gay 'rights  to  convince 
other  council  members  of  the 
necessity  of  such  civil  rights  legis¬ 
lation.  The  introduction  of  the  bill 
took  even  local  activists  by  sur¬ 
prise  and  the  expected  opposition 
from  the  Catholic  and  fundamen¬ 
talist  right  did  not  materialize  until 
the  last  week.  They  apparently  did 


not  read  about  the  bill’s  introduc¬ 
tion  in  local  newspapers  and 
Dominick  Aspite  of  the  Catholic 
Archdiocese  would  not  admit  to 
not  being  notified  of  it  by  the  few 
remaining  conservatives  on  city 
council. 

The  July  27  Rules  Committee 
hearing  in  the  ornate  council 
chambers  was  a  model  of  decorum 
on  the  part  of  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community,  with  many  liberals 
and  clergy  people  testifying  in 
favor  but  with  no  opposition  in 
evidence.  It  was  reported  out  of 
committee  with  a  six-to-one 
favorable  vote. 

In  the  final  eight  days  before  the 
vote,  local  activists  worked  on 
telephone  banks  and  handed  out 
leaflets  at  the  bars  to  encourage 
the  community  to  write  and  call 
their  council  people  in  support  of 
the  bill.  According  to  Rita  Adessa, 
executive  director  of  PLGTF,  a 


Anti-Racist  Pickets 
Return  to  New  York  Disco 


By  David  France 

NEW  YORK  —  Racism  within 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community 
will  not  be  treated  with  any  less 
anger  than  racism  outside  the  com¬ 
munity  and,  according  to  Black 
and  White  Men  Together /New 
York  (BWMT/NY),  because  it 
hurts  more,  gay  establishments 
which  are  known  to  discriminate 
against  people  of  color  should  be 
held  more  accountable  for  their 
actions. 

Most  recently,  BWMT  has 
focused  its  struggle  against  racism 
on  its  case  against  New  York’s  Ice 
Palace  57  through  weekly  picket 
lines  reinstituted  on  Saturday, 
August  7,  at  the  disco’s  door. 

In  response  to  numerous  com¬ 
plaints  made  to  the  BWMT  Hot¬ 
line,  a  Discrimination  Documenta¬ 
tion  Project  was  organized  last 
year  to  test  the  Ice  Palace  for  sys¬ 
tematic  discrimination.  On 
November  15,  1981,  ten  BWMT 
volunteers  in  three  racially  distinct 
groups  sought  admission  to  the 
bar.  Group  A,  consisting  of  four 
black  men,  was  stopped  at  the 
door  and  asked  to  produce  identi¬ 
fication,  according  to  Mitchell 
Karp,  one  of  the  organization’s 
legal  representatives  in  the  case. 
Two  of  the  four  did  not  have  suffi¬ 
cient  identification  to  enter.  While 
they  debated  with  the  bar’s 
bouncer,  Group  B,  one  black  man 
and  one  white,  and  Group  C,  four 
white  men,  were  allowed  into  the 
bar  without  being  asked  for  proof 
of  age.  When  confronted  with  the 
discrepancy,  the  bouncer  claimed 
that  the  men  in  Groups  B  and  C 
were  regular  customers  and  did 
not  need  identification.  According 
to  Karp,  BWMT  was  careful  to 
choose  men  who  had  not  been  to 
the  bar  in  more  than  two  years, 
thus  discrediting  the  claim.  The 
organization  then  concluded  that 
people  of  color  are  liable  to  be 
turned  away  from  the  bar  unless 
accompanied  by  a  white. 

They  then  took  their  findings  to 
the  Ice  Palace  management  and 
demanded  that  the  bar  make  a  pri¬ 
vate  and  public  apology  to  all 
those  who  had  been  “demeaned, 
humiliated,  and  arbitrarily  denied 
admission  in  the  past”  and  that  a 
public  statement  be  made  that 
such  practices  will  not  continue, 
said  Karp.  But,  he  said,  the  Ice 
Palace  chose  not  to  negotiate. 


BWMT  then  took  the  case  to  the 
Human  Rights  Commission  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  from  which  it 
has  just  received  the  results  of  a 
preliminary  investigation.  In  a 
statement  submitted  by  Arthur  Z. 
Greenidge,  regional  director  of  the 
Commission,  the  Human  Rights 
Division  “determined  that  it  has 
the  jurisdiction  in  this  matter  and 
that  it  has  probable  cause  to 
believe  that  the  respondent  has 
engaged  in,  or  was  engaging  in,  the 
unlawful  discriminatory  practice 
complained  of.”  This  finding  will 
later  be  followed  by  a  formal  hear¬ 
ing  before  the  Commission. 

Merry  said  that  what  is  obvious 
to  them  is  that  “these  men  are  very 
unhappy  and  they’re  looking  for 
attention  or  they  wouldn’t  keep 
doing  this.”  The  bouncers  at  the 
Ice  Palace  doors  dismiss  the 
demonstrators  as  “dinge  queens” 
to  the  people  who  cross  the 
BWMT  picket  line. 

The  action  does  seem  to  be  hav¬ 
ing  an  effect  on  the  bar.  The 
Greater  Gotham  Business  Council 
(GGBC),  the  New  York  associa¬ 
tion  of  lesbian  and  gay  business 
people,  which  has  been  meeting  at 
the  Ice  Palace  free  of  charge  for 
years,  has  begun  discussing  in  their 
board  meetings  whether  or  not 
they  can  continue  to  meet  there. 
“We’ve  decided  at  this  point  that 
since  the  issue  is  being  taken  up  by 
another  body,  we  cannot  do 
anything  until  that  body  decides,” 
said  Robert  Woodworth,  GGBC 
prosident.  When  the  results  of  the 
Human  Rights  Commission  hear¬ 
ings  are  made  public,  he  said,  the 
GGBC  will  then  have  an  obliga¬ 
tion  to  deal  with  the  question, 
although  he  gave  no  indication  of 
how  he  anticipates  the  group  will 
respond. 

And  while  some  BWMT  mem¬ 
bers  contend  that  some  ten  to  fif¬ 
teen  percent  of  Ice  Palace  custom¬ 
ers  are  turning  away  from  the  door 
in  solidarity  with  the  group,  Merry 
says  he  is  not  concerned  his 
business  is  affected.  “In  fact,”  he 
said,  “if  we  get  enough  notoriety, 
maybe  we’ll  get  more  business.” 

Another  result,  according  to 
Karp,  is  that  the  discriminatory 
door  policies  seem  to  have  been 
suspended.  “This  seems  to  be  a 
response  to  our  publicity  and  pres¬ 
ence,  but  it  does  not  constitute  in 
any  way  an  admission  nor  a  dedi¬ 


cation  to  free,  non-racist  door 
policies,”  he  said.  “We  have  no 
reason  to  believe  that  once  we 
abandon  our  picket  line  they  won’t 
go  back  to  their  pattern  of  some 
kind  of  racial  quota  system.  We 
will  continue  to  pressure  them, 
both  with  the  Human  Rights 
Commission  and  with  our  picket 
line,  until  we  get  a  statement  from 
them  in  writing  that  acknowledges 
what  they  have  been  doing.” 

“The  Ice  Palace  is  kind  of  a  peb¬ 
ble  on  the  beach  in  our  struggle 
against  racism  in  the  gay  commun¬ 
ity,”  said  Credle.  “We’re  going  to 
follow  our  protest  against  that  bar 
to  its  conclusion,  but  as  incredibly 
disappointing  as  it  is,  our  struggle 
will  last  much  longer  than  that.” 

It  is  in  response  both  to  the 
continued  on  page  3 


prime  mover  behind  the  bill,  coun¬ 
cil  members  “were  flooded”  with 
mail  which  Wilds  claims  was  fif- 
teen-to-one  in  favor  of  the  bill. 
The  Philadelphia  Daily  News  said 
that  Councilman  Jannotti  had 
received  over  100  letters,  four  out 
of  five  in  opposition,  although  he 
was  ignored  by  the  organized  gay 
campaign  as  being  hopelessly  op¬ 
posed. 

The  Archdiocese  finally  broke 
its  silence  the  day  before  the  vote, 
a  silence  doubly  confounding 
given  its  vehement  opposition  to 
the  bill  in  1974.  This  time  it  sent  a 
last-minute  letter  to  the  president 
of  the  City  Council  from  its  public 
affairs  office  asking  that  “any 
means  possible”  be  used  to  delay 
the  vote  “so  that  we  may  study 
and  express  our  opinion.”  It  cited 
vacations  and  the  lack  of  publicity 
prior  to  the  hearings  as  evidence 
that  its  request  was  justified.  They 
also  objected  to  what  they  said 
were  implications  on  the  part  of 
some  who  had  testified  at  the  hear¬ 
ings  that  they  represented  official 
Catholic  opinion  on  homo¬ 
sexuality. 

Having  followed  all  its  official 
procedures  to  the  letter,  the  Coun¬ 
cil  was  firm  in  its  defeat  of  an 
attempt  by  one  council  woman, 
who  had  called  the  procedures 
“legislative  chicanery,”  to  send 
the  bill  back  to  committee.  It  then 
approved  the  bill  to  the  jubilation 
of  supporters  packing  the  council 
chambers. 

Two  busloads  of  opponents  also 
crowded  the  chambers,  then  filed 
out  dejectedly.  Interviewed  after 
passage  of  the  bill,  opponent 
Pastor  Paul  Parr  of  Cedar  Grove 
Church  in  the  working-class  Olney 
section  of  the  city  called  the  bill’s 
passage  “a  typical  railroad”  in 
which  “gays  have  manipulated  our 
legislators.”  He  said,  “Public 
opinion  is  well  known  and  hasn’t 
changed.”  Parr  vowed  to  urge  his 
parishioners  to  disobey  the  law 
while  he  mobilized  them  to  “vote 


these  people  out  of  office.”  But 
his  comments  on  how  he  had  halt¬ 
ingly  begun  to  work  against  the  bill 
in  the  final  days  lent  credence  to 
Philadelphia  Gay  News  publisher 
Mark  Segal’s  comment  that  the 
vote  showed  “the  power  and 
sophistication  of  the  gay  com¬ 
munity.” 

Also  present  with  his  flock  was 
Reverend  Dan  Hummel  of  Penn¬ 
sylvanians  for  Biblical  Morality, 
which  he  said  had  no  legal  ties  with 
the  Moral  Majority  but  did  com¬ 
municate  with  them. 

The  bill’s  final  passage  was 
covered  quietly  in  the  city’s  print 
media  but  was  the  first  story  in  the 
day’s  television  news.  Coverage 
was  generally  favorable  and  seem¬ 
ed  to  die  down  by  the  weekend. 

Immediately  after  the  bill’s  pas¬ 
sage,  there  was  wall-to-wall  com¬ 
motion  and  champagne  in  the  City 
Hall  corridor.  Adessa  declared 
that  there  had  been  “so  little  con¬ 
troversy  because  it’s  time  for 
change  .  .  .  It's  clear  that  it’s  a 
matter  of  civil  rights,  of  human 
rights.” 

Philadelphia  Black  Gays  mem¬ 
ber  Doug  Bowman,  another  prime 
mover  behind  the  bill,  said,  “San 
Francisco  has  given  gays  across  the 
country  a  sense  of  power.” 

Writer  Rich  Grzesiak  declared 
that  “at  this  point  in  time,  literal¬ 
ly,  politically,  culturally,  all 
together,  Philadelphia  is  way 
ahead.” 

Wilds  said  he  thought  the  “ex¬ 
treme  right-wing”  opposition 
“will  fade  away,”  but  other  local 
activists  were  less  sanguine.  Kay 
Whitlock  said  she  felt  that  the 
right  had  simply  “been  taken  by 
surprise  on  this  one”  and  pointed 
out  that  “they  focus  on  whatever 
they  can  get  a  hold  of.”  Gay 
movement  founder  Barbara  Git- 
tings  said  she  thought  opposition 
to  lesbians  and  gays  was  “dimin¬ 
ishing,”  but  should  not  be  dis¬ 
missed  since  “they  aren’t  weirdos 
continued  on  page  3 


‘No  Flammable  Fluids’ 
In  Debris  from  Fire, 
State  Laboratory  Says 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 
BOSTON  —  A  Massachusetts 
state  chemical  laboratory  report 
obtained  by  GCN  concludes  that 
no  “flammable  fluids  were  detec¬ 
ted”  on  samples  of  debris  col¬ 
lected  at  the  site  of  the  July  7  fire 


which  destroyed  the  offices  of 
GCN,  FagRag  and  Glad  Day 
Bookshop. 

The  fire,  believed  by  GCN  to  be 
the  work  of  arsonists,  remains 
under  investigation  by  the  arson 
squad.  The  Fire  Department  con¬ 
tinues  to  describe  the  origin  of  the 


fire  as  “undetermined.” 

Assistant  Chemical  Laboratory 
Chief  Francis  Hankard,  who  filed 
the  report,  told  GCN  the  methods 
used  by  his  laboratory  are  highly 
reliable  and  can  detect  flammable 
fluids  in  concentrations  on  the 
order  of  parts  per  million. 

Hankard  conceded,  however, 
that  his  findings  rule  out  neither 
the  possibility  of  arson  nor  the 
possibility  that  an  accelerant  was 
used.  The  usefulness  of  a  chemical 
analysis  depends  upon  what  inves¬ 
tigators  at  the  site  choose  to  bring 
to  the  lab,  he  said.  “I  can  only 
examine  what’s  brought  to  me.” 

According  to  the  report,  Han¬ 
kard  examined  “several  partially- 
burned  pieces  of  floor  tile  and  a 
fused  blob  of  aluminum  metal 
with  fused  pieces  of  glass  adherent 
to  its  surface”  and  also  “a  quan¬ 
tity  of  partially-burned  pieces  of 
wood.” 

Investigators  from  the  U.S. 
Bureau  of  Alcohol,  Tobacco  and 
Firearms  (ATF)  took  additional 
samples  from  the  site  for  indepen¬ 
dent  analysis  at  a  federal  labora¬ 
tory  in  Washington.  According  to 


one  source,  methods  used  by  the 
federal  lab  are  more  sophisticated 
than  those  used  by  the  state  facili¬ 
ty.  Because  of  a  reported  sizable 
backlog  at  the  Washington  lab, 
test  results  from  the  ATF  will 
probably  not  be  available  for 
several  weeks. 


A  rash  of  suspicious  fires  in  the 
Boston  area  has  prompted  several 
articles  on  arson  in  local  news¬ 
papers,  none  of  which  paint  a 
favorable  picture  of  arson  investi¬ 
gation  in  this  city.  The  Boston 
Globe  reported  on  August  5  that 
fires  investigated  by  the  arson 
squad  have  increased  from  just 
under  1600  in  1979  and  1980  to 
1758  in  1981.  Each  of  the  squad’s 
four,  four-person  teams  thus  han¬ 
dles  almost  450  cases  per  year.  The 
Globe  article  detailed  allegations 
of  understaffing,  sloppy  investiga¬ 
tive  procedures  and  incompetence. 
One  investigation  mentioned  is 
stalled  because  the  victims  and 
their  neighbors  are  predominantly 
Hispanic  and  no  one  on  the  arson 
squad  speaks  Spanish. 
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News  Notes 


atom  bombs  and  prayers 

CHICAGO  —  A  month  after  the  defeat  of  the 
Equal  Rights  Amendment,  the  ERA’S  most  outspoken 
opponent  has  announced  that  she  will  now  direct  her 
efforts  toward  banning  abortion  and  preserving 
nuclear  weapons  and  prayer  in  schools. 

Phyllis  Schlafly  said  during  a  recent  interview  on 
the  “Donahue”  television  show  that  she  and  the  Eagle 
Forum,  the  organization  she  founded  in  1975,  will 
campaign  against  a  nuclear  freeze  and  for  constitu¬ 
tional  amendments  banning  abortion,  allowing  prayer 
in  school,  reducing  the  power  of  the  federal  courts 
and  balancing  the  federal  budget. 

Concerning  her  opposition  to  a  nuclear  freeze, 
Schlafly  explained,  “I  would  like  to  see  America  pro¬ 
mote  peace  in  the  world,  and  I  believe  we  have  the 
[weapons]  technology  to  do  it.” 

Schlafly  favors  the  strategy  known  among  con¬ 
servatives  as  “High  Frontier,”  a  plan  calling  for  the 
launching  of  over  400  satellites,  each  equipped  with 
40  or  50  rocket-launched  interceptors  with  conven¬ 
tional  explosives.  High  Frontier  was  originally  sug¬ 
gested  by  the  right-wing  Heritage  Foundation. 


altered  plea 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  A  YMCA  swim  coach 
charged  with  having  sex  with  an  11-year-old  boys’ 
swim  team  member  has  changed  his  plea  from  inno¬ 
cent  to  guilty. 

Miller  D.  “Jim”  Malcom  of  Andover  originally 
pleaded  innocent  to  one  count  each  of  statutory  rape, 
indecent  assault  on  a  minor  under  the  age  of  14, 
sodomy  and  unnatural  acts  with  a  minor  under  the  age 
of  16  (see  GCN,  Vol.  10,  No.  4).  But  on  August  8,  Mid¬ 
dlesex  County  Superior  Court  Judge  Hiller  Zobel 
accepted  a  plea  of  guilty  and  scheduled  sentencin'* 
for  September  9. 

Neither  Malcolm  nor  his  attorney  Joseph  Trava- 
line  could  be  reached  for  comment.  Middlesex  County 
Assistant  District  Attorney  Howard  Whitehead  told 
GCN  that  no  plea-bargaining  deals  had  been  struck 
and  that  the  change  of  plea  came  as  a  surprise  to  him. 

Malcom  faces  a  possible  maximum  sentence  of 
life  imprisonment  at  Walpole  State  Prison. 


in  no  way  different 

PORTLAND,  ME  —  The  Maine  Civil  Liberties 
Union  has  filed  a  lawsuit  against  the  U.S.  Army  on 
behalf  of  a  woman  dismissed  from  a  college  ROTC 
program  because  she  is  a  lesbian,  United  Press  Inter¬ 
national  reports. 

"I  am  a  homosexual,”  said  University  of  Maine 
student  Diane  J.  Matthews,  “but  in  no  way  do  I  differ 
due  to  that  status,  in  potential  or  ability,  from  hetero¬ 
sexual  ROTC  cadets.” 

Instructors  in  the  ROTC  program  learned  of  Mat¬ 
thews’  lesbianism  in  November  1981  when  she  asked 
to  be  excused  from  an  ROTC  function  to  attend  a 
meeting  of  a  campus  gay  organization.  She  had  en¬ 
rolled  at  the  university  in  1980  after  spending  four 
years  in  the  army.  Matthews  had  attained  the  rank  of 
sergeant,  had  been  awarded  two  medals  and  had  been 
honorably  discharged. 

The  lawsuit  charges  that  the  army  violated  Mat¬ 
thews'  constitutional  rights  to  privacy  and  freedom  of 
expression. 


bolognese  center 

BOLOGNA,  Italy  —  After  two  years  of  lobbying,  a 
delegation  of  gay  activists  here  won  a  major  victory  in 
April  when  communist  mayor  Renato  Zangheri  made 
good  on  a  promise  of  a  building  for  a  local  gay  com¬ 
munity  center.  Zangheri  and  the  city  council  turned 
over  the  Cassero  di  Porta  Saragozza,  an  old  city 
building. 

According  to  The  Economist  (and  a  report  in  the 
Boston  Phoenix),  “the  decision  was  greeted  with  hor¬ 
ror  by  the  more  traditionally-minded  citizens  of 
Bologna,  where  the  established  attitude  to  homosex¬ 
uality  is  summed  up  in  the  saying  ‘Better  your  son  a 
thief  than  a  queer.’” 

A  local  campaign  was  mounted  in  opposition  to 
the  move,  and  Bologna  Cardinal  Poma,  noting  that  the 
building  was  dedicated  200  years  ago  to  the  Madonna 
of  San  Luca,  patron  saint  of  the  city,  sent  a  telegram 
to  Zangheri  calling  the  decision  a  “grave  insult  to  the 
religious  feelings  of  many  Bolognese . . .  [and  one]  im¬ 
posed  by  doctrines  and  practices  open  to  every  mater¬ 
ialistic  and  hedonistic  thought.” 

Zangheri  responded  by  noting  the  lack  of  church 
opposition  when  the  Cassero  had  previously  been 
used  as  an  ice  cream  parlor.  And  no  church  authori¬ 
ties  had  objected  when  fascist  organizers  used  the 
building  in  the  1920s.  The  Bologna  City  Council  stood 
by  its  decision,  and  the  community  center  opened  on 
June  28. 


epidemic  of  two 

NEW  YORK  —  A  doctor  at  a  New  York  hospital 
has  claimed  that  two  cases  of  a  rare  form  of  diarrhea 
constitute  a  new  “gay  disease.” 

The  Boston  Herald  reports  that  Dr.  Pearl  Ma, 
chief  of  microbiology  at  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital  in  New 
York  City,  thinks  the  illness  is  “probably  sexually 
transmitted.” 

The  illness,  which  is  caused  by  a  parasitic  proto¬ 
zoa  in  the  intestine,  ordinarily  attacks  animals  in 
tropical  climates.  One  of  the  two  victims  developed 
diarrhea  during  a  vacation  in  Guatemala  and  Mexico 
and,  apparently,  passed  the  parasite  on  to  the  other 
victim. 

The  two  men  recovered  after  medical  treatment. 


equivalent  victory 

NEW  YORK  —  Employees  of  The  Village  Voice 
have  won  an  agreement  in  their  union  contract  to  ex¬ 
tend  medical  benefits  to  their  “spouse  equivalents.” 

According  to  the  agreement,  spouse  equivalents 
of  present  employees,  who  are  lovers  of  either  gender 
sharing  the  employee’s  household,  must  sign  an  affi¬ 
davit  to  be  eligible  for  immediate  coverage.  Future 
employees’  lovers  must  be  registered  for  a  year  before 
coverage  takes  effect. 

The  contract  provision,  possibly  the  first  of  its 
kind,  thus  recognizes  gay  couples  and  unmarried 
straight  couples  as  valid  economic  and  social  units. 

The  new  contract  includes  an  additional  innova¬ 
tion  in  its  granting  of  paid  vacations  for  regular  free¬ 
lance  writers. 

The  agreement  between  District  65  of  the  United 
Auto  Workers,  which  represents  the  employees,  and 
Voice  and  News  Group  Publications,  which  owns  the 
paper,  was  ratified  on  July  8. 


calamities  and  crimes 

NEW  YORK  —  An  organization  has  been  formed 
here  to  provide  money  and  services  to  lesbian  and  gay 
victims  of  disasters  like  the  Everard  Bath  fire  and  the 
Ramrod  Bar  shooting. 

Incorporated  as  a  non-profit  entity  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Emergency  Fund 
(GLEF)  has  elected  its  first  12-member  board  of  direc¬ 
tors  and  has  an  advisory  board  of  over  sixty  prominent 
members  of  the  lesbian  and  gay  community. 

The  GLEF  by-laws  state,  “Recognizing  that  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  are  often  cut  off  and  alienated  from 
mainstream  support  systems,  and  further  recognizing 
that  many  of  these  lesbians  and  gays  innocently  suf¬ 
fer  personal  injury,  loss  or  death  as  a  result  of  calami¬ 
ties  that  occur  and  crimes  performed  against  them 
because  of  their  sexual  orientation,  GLEF,  Inc.,  has 
been  organized  to  provide  financial  and  other  assist¬ 
ance  to  victims  of  such  circumstances.” 

For  additional  information,  write  GLEF  at  135 
West  4th  Street,  New  York,  NY  10012. 


union  help 

DUBLIN  —  A  gay-rights  motion  proposed  by  a 
member  of  the  National  Gay  Federation  of  this  city 
has  been  adopted  by  the  Irish  Congress  of  Trades 
Unions. 

Gay  News  of  London  reports  that  the  unionists 
voted  overwhelmingly  on  July  9  to  adopt  a  resolution 
calling  for  the  decriminalization  of  sex  in  private 
between  consenting  adult  males  and  for  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  lesbian  and  gay  workers. 

The  Gay  Federation  commented  that  “this  is  the 
first  time  that  the  Irish  Congress  of  Trades  Unions  has 
publically  committed  itself  to  confronting  discrimina¬ 
tion  in  this  area.  We  call  therefore  on  all  trade  unions 
and  on  the  governments,  North  and  South,  to  respond 
positively  to  this  significant  development  in  Trades 
Unions  policy.” 


new  members 

BOSTON  —  The  Second  Wave,  a  feminist  journal 
of  radical  politics  and  literature,  is  opening  its  collec¬ 
tive  to  new  members. 

Members  of  the  collective  say  that  although  they 
represent  varied  class  backgrounds  and  ages,  they 
are  all  white  and  therefore  do  not  represent  adequate¬ 
ly  the  feminist  community  they  are  trying  to  serve. 
They  would  therefore  especially  welcome  women  of 
color  to  join  them. 

They  are  looking  for  feminist  women  —  lesbian, 
heterosexual  or  bisexual  —  with  radical  and  anti¬ 
racist  politics  and  with  experience  or  interest  in  grant 
writing,  fund  raising,  sales  and  distribution,  layout, 
graphics,  advertising  or  editorial  work.  They  are  open 
to  different  levels  of  time  commitment. 

For  more  information,  call  Marty  at  (617) 
492-5955. 


compromising  situation 

WASHINGTON  —  At  least  one  employee  of  the 
U.S.  State  Department  has  left  his  job  after  depart¬ 
ment  security  officers  examined  a  list  of  more  than 
1,000  clients  of  a  male  prostitution  operation  raided 
last  March. 

The  Washington  Post  reports  that  officials  are 
known  to  have  found  on  the  list  the  name  of  one 
middle-level  employee  who  handled  classified  infor¬ 
mation. 

The  list  of  1,000  clients  was  among  the  11  boxes 
of  business  records  seized  during  a  raid  on  Friendly 
Models  of  Georgetown  carried  out  by  Arlington  Coun¬ 
ty  and  District  of  Columbia  police  on  March  18. 

Officials  have  denied  reports  that  lists  of  clients 
of  hustlers  have  been  sold  to  foreign  government 
intelligence  agencies. 

State  Department  officials  told  the  Post  that 
employment  with  the  department  does  not  depend  on 
sexual  preference  per  se  but  that  employees  are 
expected  to  inform  their  superiors  of  matters  that 
“could  create  a  compromising  situation.” 


idiotic  attacks 

FRANKFURT-AM-MAIN,  West  Germany  —  Ten 
members  of  a  youth  gang  here  have  been  charged  in 
connection  with  a  series  of  brutal  assaults  and  rob¬ 
beries  of  gay  men  and  foreigners. 

The  Frankfurt  Tages-Anzeiger  reports  that  two 
dozen  assaults  were  reported  between  December 
1979  and  February  1980,  mostly  in  the  Taunusanlage, 
a  public  park  and  cruising  area.  The  assailants  would 
typically  lie  in  ambush  and  attack  their  victims  with 
clubs,  pellet  guns  and  heavy  boots.  Gang  members 
would  then  take  money  and  identification  cards,  warn¬ 
ing  their  victims  that  retaliation  would  follow  if  they 
went  to  the  police. 

The  gang  had  its  origins  as  a  motorcycle  club, 
according  to  one  member,  but  sought  new  activities 
after  being  forbidden  to  have  parties  with  loud  music 
at  home. 

“I  understood  that  the  attacks  were  idiotic,”  said 
the  member.  “They  were  risky  and  we  stood  to  gain  so 
little.” 


a  growing  understanding 

WASHINGTON  —  Both  the  National  Gay  Task 
Force  (NGTF)  and  Gay  Rights  National  Lobby  (GRNL) 
have  been  accepted  into  the  Leadership  Conference 
on  Civil  Rights,  a  coalition  of  religious,  labor, 
women’s  and  minority  groups. 

The  decision  to  admit  the  two  organizations 
reverses  earlier  rejections  of  lesbian  and  gay  groups. 
NGTF  initially  applied  for  membership  five  years  ago. 

According  to  Steve  Endean,  executive  director  of 
GRNL,  the  two  gay  groups  were  supported  in  their  bid 
for  membership  by  both  the  AFL-CIO  and  the  Catholic 
Conference.  “While  some  [organizations  in  the  con¬ 
ference]  may  have  misgivings  about  lifestyle,” 
Endean  said,  “there  is  a  growing  understanding  that 
fair  employment  and  housing  legislation  for  gay  men 
and  lesbians  is  consistent  with  the  best  civil  rights 
tradition.” 

Mel  Boozer,  NGTF  director  of  civil  rights  advo¬ 
cacy,  termed  the  development  “an  excellent  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  educate  [other  civil  rights  groups]  on  the 
importance  of  including  ’sexual  orientation’  in  the  list 
of  civil  rights.” 

GRLN  and  other  lesbian  and  gay  rights  groups 
had  previously  worked  with  the  Leadership  Confer¬ 
ence  on  extension  of  the  Voting  Rights  Act  and  the 
defeat  of  the  nomination  of  B.  Sam  Hart  to  the  U.S. 
Civil  Rights  Commission. 


time  has  come 

NORTHAMPTON,  MA  —  A  gay  organization  in 
this  city  has  announced  plans  to  initiate  a  statewide 
coalition  of  lesbian  and  gay  groups. 

“Currently  there  is  no  statewide  group  represent¬ 
ing  our  interests,”  according  to  a  letter  from  the  Pio¬ 
neer  Valley  People’s  Gay  Alliance  (PVPGA).  “As  we 
watch  lesbian/gay  civil  rights  legislation  go  down  to 
another  defeat  in  the  statehouse,  and  as  we  listen  to 
Jerry  Falwell  and  his  friends  ranting  and  raving  about 
their  narrow  vision  of  the  perfect  America,  we  often¬ 
times  find  ourselves  angry  and  frustrated  as  we  feel 
powerless  to  effect  change.  The  time  has  come  for  us 
to  act.” 

PVPGA  has  made  tentative  plans  for  a  meeting  of 
interested  groups  in  Worcester  in  the  early  fall. 
PVPGA  asks  organizations  interested  in  the  effort  to 
write  them  as  soon  as  possible  at  P.O.  Box  181 ,  North¬ 
ampton,  MA  01061. 


News  Notes  compiled  this  week  by  David  Morris. 
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News  Commentary 

Women  and  the  IGA:  A  History  of 


By  Sylvia  Barren 

(Sylvia  Barren,  a  member  of  the 
Society  for  the  Integration  of 
Homosexuals  in  the  Netherlands, 
was  a  delegate  to  the  conference  of 
the  International  Gay  Association 
held  recently  in  Washington .) 

There  were  no  women  at  the 
birth  of  the  International  Gay 
Association  in  Coventry,  England 
in  1978. 

The  men  there  decided  they 
would  like  lesbians  to  join;  they 
would  not  presume  to  formulate 
aims  for  them  but  would  adjust  the 
organization  when  and  if  women 
joined  it. 

It  was  at  the  informal  IGA  meet¬ 
ing  in  Brighton,  England,  in  Sep¬ 
tember  1979  that  Liz  from  Den¬ 
mark  and  Truus  and  myself  from 
the  Netherlands  decided  to  take 
action.  We  proposed  to  contact 
lesbians  anywhere  in  the  world  to 
see  whether  this  international 
organization  would  mean  any¬ 
thing  to  them. 

Back  in  Amsterdam,  Truus  and 
I  began  to  write  to  feminist  and  les¬ 
bian  magazines,  to  mixed  gay 
organizations  and  to  lesbian 
groups  when  and  where  we  could 
find  them.  Sometimes  it  seemed 
thankless  work;  a  combination  of 
having  mail  returned  to  us  and  of 
not  getting  any  response  at  all 
tended  to  convince  us  that  all  those 
dykes  we  knew  were  out  there 
wanted  nothing  to  do  with  our 
attempts  at  networking. 

Somehow,  however,  at  the 


Second  Annual  IGA  Conference 
in  Barcelona  in  1980,  there  were  45 
women  present  out  of  a  total  of 
170  participants,  so  we  were  quite 
pleased.  I  remember  quite  clearly 
our  confusion,  though:  what  now? 
Our  aim  in  getting  some  women 
together  to  think  about  inter¬ 
national  cooperation  had  been 
achieved  —  but  as  we  looked  to 
them  to  find  out  what  they 
wanted,  they  looked  to  us  to  learn* 
what  the  IGA  was  and  could  mean 
to  them.  The  pattern  which 
emerged  kept  returning  at  later 
IGA  conferences.  We  got  together 
as  women  and  decided  which 
topics  were  important  to  us  and 
what  positions  we  would  take  on 
.them.  Then  we  split  up  and  attend¬ 
ed  the  various  workshops  to  pre¬ 
sent  our  views.  I  remember  that 
pedophilia  was  a  hot  topic  at  the 
time  and  we  held  a  women’s 
workshop  in  the  afternoon.  A  con¬ 
structive  way  of  working  —  we’d 
share  *  our  feelings  and  views 
together  before  meeting  the  male 
position,  so  that  we  could  be  clear 
about  our  differences  and 
similarities. 

There  was  a  proposal  to  rename 
the  International  Gay  Association 
the  International  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Association.  But  the  linguistic, 
ideological  and  emotional  content 
of  the  words  lesbian  and  gay  - 
turned  out  to  differ  from  country 
to  country.  It  was  an  emotional 
and  difficult  decision  within  the 
women’s  caucus,  which  became 


more  so  in  the  plenary  session 
where  it  turned  into  a  free-for-all, 
with  the  men  having  strong  opin¬ 
ions  on  what  we  women  should 
call  ourselves.  With  difficulty,  we 
remained  gay  but  we  created  the 
International  Lesbian  Information 
Secretariat  to  contact  more  les¬ 
bians  and  to  organize  a  lesbian 
conference  as  we  felt  the  need  to 
spend  more  time  together.  Our 
Amsterdam  group  grew  from  four 
women  to  ten  to  do  just  that. 

Just  after  Christmas  1980,  80 
lesbians  from  16  countries 
worked,  ate  and  slept  together  for 
five  days  in  a  youth  hostel  in 
Amsterdam.  Teams  of  men 
cooked,  typed  and  cleaned  while 
we  worked. 

It  soon  became  clear  that  there 
were  women  from  two  quite  dif¬ 
ferent  persuasions  at  this  confer¬ 
ence:  the  gay  women  and  the  les¬ 
bians.  At  the  risk  of  caricaturing,  a 
simple  profile  may  help  to  explain. 
Gay  women  had  often  known 
from  childhood  that  they  were 
“different.”  They  were  working 
for  the  rights  of  homosexual 
women  and  men,  usually  within 
mixed  organizations.  They  were 
often  in  a  minority  position  there 
and  wished  more  women  would 
join.  Men  did  not  interest  them, 
not  even  as  objects  of  anger.  The. 
lesbians,  on  the  other  hand,  were 
working  from  a  lesbian/feminist, 
usually  separatist,  perspective. 
They  had  often  become  active  as 
lesbians  through  their  feminism. 


U/Mass  Professors 
To  Keep  Positions 
Despite  Controversy 


By  Keith  Beasley 

AMHERST,  MA  —  The  pro¬ 
vost  of  the  University  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  has  reversed  a  decision  by 
faculty  personnel  committees  not 
to  renew  the  contracts  of  two  pro¬ 
fessors  engaged  in  sex  research. 

Doctors  Roger  Libby  and  A1 
MacDonald,  both  known  for  their 
research  in  non-traditional  areas 
of  sexuality,  were  reinstated  by 
Provost  Robert  Sleigh,  Jr.,  who 
said  that  his  decision  was  based  on 
the  normal  university  criteria  for 
continuation,  which  “have  been 
satisfied.” 

Libby  and  MacDonald,  both  in 
the  Center  for  the  Family  in  the 
Division  of  Home  Economics,  had 
questioned  the  basis  on  which  the 
division  personnel  committee,  the 
division  head,  the  college  person¬ 
nel  committee  and  the  college  dean 
had  based  their  recommendations 
for  non-continuation.  “If  the 
faculty  in  my  division  had  had 
their  way,  they  would  have 
screwed  me,”  Libby  said.  Accor¬ 
ding  to  memoranda  from  the  divi¬ 
sion  head,  Libby  and  MacDonald 
had  both  been  faulted  for  their 
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particular  areas  of  research:  for 
MacDonald,  the  study  of  bisex¬ 
uality  and  homosexuality;  for  Lib¬ 
by,  the  study  of  alternative 
lifestyles  and  his  “recent  interest  in 
areas  of  academic  freedom  and  the 
Moral  Majority.” 

The  Academic  Personnel  Policy 
for  the  University  of  Massachu¬ 
setts  states,  “No  member  of  the 
professional  staff  of  the  university 
shall  be  dismissed,  suspended  or 
denied  employment  or  otherwise 
penalized  if  said  action  would  con¬ 
stitute  a  breach  or  infringement” 
of  academic  freedom. 

The  memorandum  on  Libby 
also  cites  his  “criticism  of  the  divi¬ 
sion  [faculty  and  administration] 
both  in  writing  and  in  spoken  word 
across  campus,”  which  Libby  con¬ 
siders  to  be  a  violation  of  his  free¬ 
dom  of  speech  under  the  First 
Amendment.  One  prominent 
member  of  the  university  faculty, 
who  asked  not  to  be  identified, 
referred  to  the  recommendations 
to  the  provost  as  “an  outrageous 
distortion  of  university  pro¬ 
cedure.” 

Sleigh  said  that  in  the  three  years 


he  had  been  in  the  provost’s  office 
he  had  taken  exception  to  lower 
recommendations  only  two  or 
three  times  and  termed  the  case  as 
“quite  extraordinary.”  Asked 
about  the  possible  violation  of 
academic  freedom,  Sleigh  said, 
“The  division  is  not  totally  happy 
with  the  research  of  MacDonald 
and  Libby,  but  I  would  have  to  see 
into  some  human  hearts  to  answer 
that  question.” 

Libby  and  MacDonald  praised 
the  decision  of  the  provost  but  said 
they  thought  that  the  preservation 
of  academic  freedom  was  a  grow¬ 
ing  concern  at  many  universities. 
Libby  cited  the  current  situation  at 
California  State  University,  where 
controversy  over  two  sex-related 
courses  has  resulted  in  the  suspen¬ 
sion  of  a  women’s  studies  instruc¬ 
tor,  the  resignation  under  pressure 
of  a  psychology  professor  and  a 
statewide  review  of  how  academic 
courses  are  developed  (see  GCN, 
Vol.  9,  Nos.  45,  46  and  48). 

MacDonald’s  and  Libby’s  con¬ 
tracts,  which  were  scheduled  to  ex¬ 
pire  in  August  1983,  have  been 
renewed  through  August  1985. 


They  were  very  aware  of  the  inher¬ 
ent  sexism  within  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  and  of  the  heterosiexism  in 
much  of  the  feminist  movement. 
They  were  convinced  that  if  we 
were  to  achieve  anything  inter¬ 
nationally,  we  had  to  organize 
ourselves  as  lesbians,  since  work¬ 
ing  together  with  men  could  lead 
only  to  frustration. 

In  the  five  days  we  spent 
together  we  battled  with  each 
other  from  these  two  basic  posi¬ 
tions,  which  turned  up  in  every 
workshop.  The  exciting  thing  is 
that  we  clarified  our  differences 
and  then  worked  together  to  find  a 
position  which  every  one  of  us 
could  agree  on.  1  LIS  became  the 
name  not  just  for  the  women’s  sec¬ 
retariat  but  for  the  women  within 
the  IGA.  We  decided  to  become  an 
automonous  part  of  the  IGA, 
reaching  our  own  decisions,  busy 
with  our  own  activities,  joining  the 
men  when  and  where  we  felt  this 
useful. 

In  high  spirits  we  said  goodbye 
until  our  next  get-together  —  in 
Italy  in  1981.  And,  yes,  four  days 
before  the  IGA  conference  50 
women  from  various  countries  met 
in  the  women’s  home  ip  Turin, 
with  200  Italians.  This  was  very  ex¬ 
citing  as  that  many  dykes  had 
never  yet  met  together  in  Italy,  nor 
had  a  local  government  ever  subsi¬ 
dized  a  lesbian  conference  before. 
It  was  also  very  difficult  —  the 
translators  had  a  hard  time  keep¬ 
ing  up,  as  there  appeared  to  be 
some  Italian  battles  to  be  fought 
—  and  the  lesbians  in  Turin  had 
just  two  weeks  before  split  irrevo¬ 
cably  from  the  Italian  men,  who 
were  organizing  the  IGA  confer¬ 
ence  a  few  days  later. 

Separating  from  the  IGA 
became  the  central  issue  of  the 
conference  a  few  days  later.  Large 
workshops  worked  on  the  theory 
of  separatism  and  talked  of  the 
future  of  the  lesbian  movement  in 
Italy  while  a  small  group  of  us  for¬ 
mulated  aims  and  statutes  of  1LIS, 
we  spoke  of  the  practical  issue  of 
our  future,  within  or  outside  the 
IGA.  In  an  emotional,  lengthy 
final  plenary  session,  I  LIS  became 
an  autonomous  organization.  It 
nearly  looked  as  though  only 
separatist  lesbian  groups  would  be 
allowed  to  be  members,  but  we 
decided  to  continue  our  dialogue 
on  this  issue  within  the  1  LIS.  The 
conditions  under  which  ILIS 
would  be  able  to  survive  were  dis¬ 
cussed  at  length  and  some  money 
was  collected  on  the  spot.  ILIS  was 
born. 

A  number  of  women  went  on  to 
the  IGA  conference,  including 
some  who  worked  in  separatist 
organizations  locally  but  who 
believed  in  working  with  men  on 
an  international  level.  At  a  later 
conference,  30  or  40  of  us  decided 
to  work  within  IGA  as  well,  for¬ 
mulated  proposals  about  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  women  within  the  IGA  and 
the  principle  of  gender  parity  and 


continued  from  page  1 
probable  cause  ruling  and  to  the 
Ice  Palace’s  continuing  refusal  to 
answer  the  allegations  that  BWMT 
has  resumed  weekly  demonstra¬ 
tions  at  the  bar’s  door.  Jim  Merry, 
owner  of  the  Ice  Palace,  told  GCN 
that  his  counsel  has  not  met  with 
BWMT  representatives  because 
the  charges  are  “so  absurd.  It’s 
more  than  what  you  read  and  more 
than  what  you  see.  It’s  an  unjusti¬ 
fied  accusation  and  I  refuse  to 
answer  such  stupid  questions.” 

Merry,  who  has  owned  and 
operated  gay  bars  for  31  years, 
says  he  has  had  countless  black 
employees  during  that  period  and 
that  the  only  standard  he  uses  for 
admission  to  his  establishments  is 
“decorum.”  “If  someone  is  drunk 
or  drugged  or  obviously  going  to 
be  a  wise  guy,  they  don’t  come  in. 
There  are  a  million  reasons,  but 


never  on  the  basis  of  black,  white 
or  yellow.  It’s  obvious  that  they 
[BWMT]  came  for  entrapment.” 

Concerning  the  probable  cause 
finding,  Merry  says  he  knows 
nothing  about  it.  He  says  that  al¬ 
though  BWMT  is  circulating  state¬ 
ments  to  the  effect  that  such  a 
document  exists,  he  does  not 
recognize  that  such  a  finding  has 
been  reached.  Both  Merry  and  his 
lawyer,  however,  were  cited  to  re¬ 
ceive  carbon  copies  of  the  letter 
sent  to  BWMT  lawyers. 

Energy  on  the  picket  line  is  high, 
according  to  James  Credle,  co¬ 
chair  of  the  BWMT  Political  Com¬ 
mittee  and  one  of  the  four  men 
who  were  refused  admission  to  the 
Ice  Palace  last  November.  He  said 
that  although  it  is  difficult  to 
assess  whether  the  demonstrations 
are  “hitting  the  people  where  we 
want  to  hit  them,  I  think  that  we’re 


having  an  effect  on  them  finan¬ 
cially,  but  also  on  their 
reputation.” 

Credle  says  that  the  picket  line  is 
often  crossed  by  people  who  have 
their  hearts  set  on  having  a  good 
time  for  the  night.  “Women,  les¬ 
bians  in  particular,  seem  to  res¬ 
pond  more  readily  to  our  urgings 
that  they  not  enter  the  Ice  Palace. 
White  gay  men,  on  the  other  hand, 
tend  to  go  in  much  easier  and  often 


continued  from  page  1 
or  kooks;  we  live  in  a  diverse  soci¬ 
ety.”  She  said  activists  need  to 
“get  back  to  basics  to  figure  out 
how  to  reach  those  middle-Amer- 
ica  people  who  may  be  supportive 
of  us  based  on  the  basic  idea  of 
fairness.” 

There  was  also  some  disagree- 


throw  our  leaflets  on  the  ground  as 
if  to  spit  on  them.  And  on  a  whole, 
people  who  appear  to  us  to  be 
straight  tend  to  respond  more 
favorably  than  do  gay  people.” 

Credle’s  explanation  of  gay 
men’s  responses  is  that  gay  bars 
are  often  among  the  few  places 
where  people  can  feel  free  to  ex¬ 
press  their  sexuality.  “People  go 
to  the  Ice  Palace,  like  other  bars, 
to  have  fun  and  express  themselves 


ment  expressed  with  what  was  gen¬ 
erally  acknowledged  to  be  a  suc¬ 
cessful  strategy  for  passage  of  such 
a  bill.  Larry  Gross,  co-chair  of  the 
PLGTF  board  and  a  prime  partici¬ 
pant  in  the  lobbying  campaign, 
commented  in  an  op-ed  piece  in 
the  Philadelphia  Gay  News  that 
the  organizers  had  “cooperated  in 


Philadelphia 


Struggle 

laid  down  rules  for  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  conferences:  they  would  be 
cheap,  with  a  sliding  scale  for 
registration  fees. 

The  difference  between  the 
atmosphere  in  the  crowded  space 
of  the  women’s  house  and  the 
much  more  formal  male-female 
tension?  in  the  wealthy  IGA  con¬ 
ference  made  many  of  us  speak  of 
culture  shock  —  the  form  of  the 
‘battles  were  different,  the  intensity 
was  not.  It  was  decided  that  there 
should  still  be  a  women’s  secretar¬ 
iat  within  the  IGA  —  and  thus  it 
occurred  that  we  returned  to 
Amsterdam  with  ILIS  and  the 
IGA  women’s  secretariat  work 
accomplished.  Ironically,  it  was  at 
the  informal  IGA  conference  in 
Stockholm  in  September  that  a 
group  of  Finnish  women  agreed  to 
take  over  the  ILIS  secretariat. 

In  December  1981  the  Third  An¬ 
nual  ILIS  Conference  took  place 
in  a  forest  in  Belgium.  Without  a 
doubt,  ILIS  had  been  able  to  run 
conferences  and  distribute  infor¬ 
mation  in  a  much  cheaper  and 
more  effective  manner  than  the 
IGA.  The  100  women  in  Belgium 
included,  as  always,  a  number  of 
old-time  IGA  and  ILIS  addicts, 
but  also  a  large  percentage  of  new 
women.  The  ages  ranged  from  16 
to  60,  the  countries  as  far  away  as 
New  Zealand  and  the  topics  from 
separatism  to  S&M  to  proposals 
for  a  1983  International  Lesbian 
Year.  Ideological  discussion 
raged,  practical  arrangements 
were  made  —  the  ILIS  was  gaining 
strength. 

Why  then  do  some  of  us  contin¬ 
ue  working  within  the  IGA  as 
well?  I  believe  it  is  very  good 
that  there  are  two  organizations, 
so  that  women  can  choose  whether 
they  wish  to  work  with  women 
only  or  not.  I  believe  ILIS  and 
IGA  complement  each  other. 
Without  a  doubt  ILIS  is  ahead  in 
terms  of  ideological  content  and 
without  a  doubt  IGA  is  more  ac¬ 
tion  oriented.  There  are  many 
mixed  gay  organizations  which  are 
not  sending  women  delegates  to 
either  ILIS  or  IGA  and  gender 
parity  at  IGA  conferences  is  still 
an  idea,  not  a  reality.  In 
Washington  this  year,  member 
organizations  took  it  upon 
themselves  to  examine  the  struc¬ 
ture  of  their  organization  and  to 
eliminate  the  inherent  sexism  in  it. 
They  have  also  agreed  to  strive  for 
equal  female  representation  in 
press  contacts  and  in  the  content 
of  their  own  gay  media. 

It  is  clear  to  me  that  the  invisible 
portion  of  lesbians  in  the  hetero¬ 
sexual  world,  but  also  within  gay 
organizations,  will  only  be  elimi¬ 
nated  by  a  concentrated  effort  of 
ILIS  and  the  women  in  IGA.  We 
must  continue  to  network,  to  ex¬ 
change  expertise,  to  carry  on  our 
ideological  struggles  and  to 
become  a  more  powerful  political 
force. 

And  we  will. 


openly,  and  when  they  see  our 
pickets,  they’re  torn.  They  may 
even  think  that  we’re  trying  to  ask 
them  not  to  have  fun.  But  I’m  in 
there  as  a  person  who  no  longer 
goes  to  bars,  struggling  for  exactly 
the  right  of  these  people  to  have 
that  kind  of  place.  Only  for  black 
people  and  Third  World  people  it 
means  that  first  we  have  to  fight 
for  the  elimination  of  racism  at 
these  establishments.” 


a  fundamentally  undemocratic 
process  of  keeping  the  opposition 
from  being  heard,  a  strategy  we 
ourselves  have  all  too  often  been 
victimized  by.” 

Barbara  Gittings  summed  up 
most  people’s  feelings  by  noting 
that  “Winning  one  battle  doesn’t 
mean  we’ve  won  the  war.” 
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Community 

barraged 

We  continue  to  get  a  barrage  of  letters  from 
around  the  country  and  world.  We  are  beginning 
to  hear  from  some  of  the  far-away  places  who 
have  heard  about  the  fire  via  the  many  newsletters 
that  are  a  vital  but  unsung  part  of  our 
communications  network.  Here  are  a  few  we 
received  this  week: 

•  So  sorry  to  see  GCN  got  burned.  It  is  an  attack 
on  all  of  us.  I  really  enjoy  reading  your  magazine 
as  Lesbian  and  Gay  news  is  kind  of  hard  to  come 
by  in  these  parts.  It’s  good  to  see  men  and  women 
able  to  work  together  to  produce  something  so 
needed.  With  revolution  in  my  heart.  (Alaska) 

•  Have  at  last  gotten  a  new  job  and  can  afford 
to  send  you  something  to  help  out.  I  once  had  my 
apartment  burned  up  so  I  know  what  it’s  like  to 
be  confronted  with  the  charred  remains  of  impor¬ 
tant  parts  of  my  life.  I  still  have  the  blackened, 
fire-eaten  copies  of  Rimbaud  and  Faulkner’s 
Sanctuary  (a  35‘  edition).  I’ve  really  been 
astonished  that  you’ve  been  getting  the  paper  out 
on  schedule. 

•  I  really  enjoy  the  paper;  although  I  don’t 
always  agree  with  the  viewpoints,  the  perspective 
is  invaluable.  Best  wishes  for  the  future. 

•  We  are,  like  most  of  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community,  still  in  a  state  of  shock  over  the  re¬ 
cent  tragic  fire  that  destroyed  your  offices.  We 
hope  that  funds  from  the  community  and  your 
subscribers  will  cover  the  costs  of  re-building.  In 
times  like  these  we  all  discover  who  our  friends 
are.  We  believe  you  have  many  friends  —  we  are! 

•  It  is  so  good  to  see  that  you  are  still  publish¬ 
ing.  As  your  paper  said,  the  fire  was  a  shock,  but 
not  necessarily  a  surprise  and  that  is  shocking. 
I’m  newly  hired  in  a  position,  but  have  had  sever¬ 
al  chances  to  talk  about  feminist  and  lesbian  and 
gay  issues  with  one  of  my  co-workers.  She  was 
angry  about  your  burn  out,  and  gives  her  moral 
support. 

•  At  some  point,  the  arson  has  to  be  viewed  in 
the  context  of  the  queer-hating  society  in  which 
we  live.  The  incident  must  not  be  dismissed  as  an 
isolated  act  or  the  work  of  some  malcontent. 
Whether  the  person(s)  who  lit  the  match  is  gay, 
gaight,  or  straight,  it  is  the  queer-hating  climate 
so  everpresent  in  the  world  which  is  ultimately 
liable.  Enclosed  is  a  contribution  to  help  rebuild 
GCN,  the  only  publication  which  has  been  an 
integral  part  of  my  growth  in  the  past  ten  years. 


old  words 

Dear  GCN  — 

Imagine  my  surprise!  There  I  was,  a  day  back 
from  a  much  needed  rest,  laying  about  on  a  lazy 
summer  evening  reading  the  latest  issue  of  GCN 
(August  14th).  Without  much  ado  my  attention 
was  held  by  Jil  Clark’s  update  on  the  Clark  Uni¬ 
versity  Sexual  Harassment  case.  (I  had  heard  that 
a  settlement  had  been  reached  and  the  article 
offered  details  I  was  interested  in.)  At  the  end  of 
the  story  there  is  a  quote  from  me.  Funny,  I  think. 
I  don’t  recall  having  talked  to  Jil  about  this  issue 
for  literally  months,  perhaps  even  a  year. 

I  am  upset  and  sad  that  I  have  to  write  this  let¬ 
ter.  Yes,  I  did  say  that  to  Jil,  whenever  it  was  that 
we  had  that  conversation.  But  it  is  an  old  quote 
and  over  time  things  happen  and  people  speak  to 
issues  in  different  ways.  If  Jil  had  wanted  a  quote 
from  me  about  the  settlement  of  this  case  then  I 
would  have  appreciated  the  opportunity  to  give 
her  a  current  statement.  I  believe  that  by  taking 
something  I  said  to  her  quite  some  time  ago,  and 
not  indicating  the  date  of  it,  Jil  ends  up  giving  a 
very  inaccurate  picture  of  my  relationship  to  this 
case,  to  Sid  Peck,  and  to  the  lesbian  community. 

I  have  tried  to  figure  out  why  this  quote  is  in 
this  piece.  It  reads  as  excess  baggage,  not  needed 
to  make  the  point  of  the  story.  Actually,  my 
quote  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  settlement.  Then 
I  thought  that  maybe  this  was  the  “lesbian  angle” 
for  GCN.  But  re-reading  the  last  paragraph  I  find 
no  mention  of  the  fact  that  I  am  a  lesbian.  By  not 
including  that  fact  Jil  seems  to  undercut  the  only 
reason  to  have  any  quote  from  me.  So  why  is  the 
quote  there? 

Then  there  is  the  content  issue.  In  the  context 
of  this  article  I  believe  this  quote  makes  me  sound 
like  a  supporter  of  Sid  Peck,  at  least  a  defender. 
Throughout  this  case  I  have  not  taken  any  public 
position  of  support  for  either  Sid  Peck  or  the 
women  involved.  I  did  from  time  to  time  attempt, 
along  with  others,  to  facilitate  discussions 
between  the  various  parties  involved. 

Because  the  article,  by  the  way  it  uses  this 
quote,  implies  something  that  is  not  true  I  would 
like  to  make  this  clarifying  remark.  I  in  no  way 
support  or  defend  any  of  the  actions  taken  by  Sid 
Peck  in  and  around  the  sexual  harassment  com¬ 
plaint.  I  also  still  believe  that  this  was  an  extreme¬ 
ly  complicated  political  situation.  For  instance,  it 
is  still  true  that  many  do  not  understand  the  fight 
against  sexual  harassment  as  political  struggle. 
Different,  but  no  less  important,  than  other  polit¬ 
ical  struggles. 

I  am  not  upset  because  of  the  somewhat  sloppy 
journalism  (a  very  out-of-date  quote  that  doesn’t 
add  anything  substantive  to  the  story),  although  I 
am  surprised  since  I  usually  think  Jil  Clark  does  a 
good  reporting  job.  I  am  upset  because  I  find  my¬ 
self  publically  placed  in  any  relation  to  this  case. 
The  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  if  Jil  had  asked  me 
for  a  statement  on  the  settlement  I  probably 
would  not  have  made  one. 

In  struggle, 

Leslie  Cagan 
Cambridge,  MA 
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Voices 


the  best  revenge 


Dear  GCN  Staffers  and  Board  Members, 

A  note  of  acknowledgement  for  the  help  you’ve 
given  FagRag  in  the  past  month  since  the  arson. 
The  stressful  task  of  rebuilding  your  paper  after 
such  destruction  is  a  large  one.  It  could  hardly  be 
expected  for  GCN  to  have  much  energy  for 
anything  else,  but  you  have  found  room  to  lend  us 
some  kindness  and  support  in  our  struggles.  As  a 
small  journal  the  destruction  of  all  our  material 
made  the  possibility  of  extinction  very  real  for 
FagRag.  Due  in  part  to  your  support  (just  one 
example  is  giving  us  space  in  your  already 
cramped  temporary  quarters),  the  survival 
chances  for  FagRag  are  that  much  more  assured. 
Not  only  that,  the  work  you  have  all  done  to  get 
GCN  back  on  its  feet  is  really  admirable.  To  see 
GCN  continue  strong  and  vibrant  is  encourage¬ 
ment  in  itself.  (After  all,  the  best  revenge  is  publi¬ 
cation.)  In  turn  we  hope  FagRag’ s  survival  will 
also  give  others  a  little  courage.  As  an  update  on 
us,  we  are  still  awaiting  the  imminent  return  from 
the  printer  of  our  twelfth  anniversary  issue.  We 
are  on  our  twelfth  printer  now,  appropriately 
enough,  the  eleventh  having  recently  decided  the 
material  was  too  controversial  to  publish.  Once 
again,  for  all  you’ve  done  for  us,  GCN,  and  the 
community  at  large,  I  thank  you. 

In  solidarity, 

Maya  Silverthorne 
FagRag  Collective 
Boston,  MA 

remember  how  to 
laugh 

Dear  GCN, 

Regarding  the  GCN  cover  for  Vol.  10,  Number 
3,  and  the  criticism  it  received:  what’s  not  to 
laugh  about?  I  thought  the  cartoon  about  women 
having  great  handles  (i.e.  breasts)  funny.  I  mean, 
face  it,  breasts  are  fun,  and  even  funny  some¬ 
times.  And,  yes,  they  do  make  “damn  fine 
handles.” 

But  seriously,  folks,  let’s  not  lose  our  sense  of 
humor  or  perspective.  I  don’t  think  the  cartoon 
was  meant  to  be  GCN1  s,  the  artist’s,  or  anyone’s 
definitive  statement  on  the  value  of  breasts  in 
modern  day  society.  Gawd  no.  Has  anyone 
bothered  to  ask  Jennifer  Camper  (the  artist)  what  «- 
she  meant  by  the  cartoon?  Quickly,  please.  Nancy 
Walker’s  convinced  that  Camper  “was  caught  up 
in  the  desire  to  use  breasts  in  a  sexist  way.” 
Caught  up  in  the  desire?  Maybe  it  was  an  act  of 
passion.  She  could  plead  insanity.  Your  Honor,  I 
was  so  ‘caught  up  in  the  desire’  to  depict  breasts 
as  great  handles  that  I  lost  all  sense  of  political 
correctness  and  good  old-fashioned  decency  and 
niceness.  Heavens. 

Keep  up  the  good  work  and  remember  how  to 
laugh. 

Humorously, 

Lisa  Bellet 
Northampton,  MA 


separate  track 

Dear  Editors: 

We’d  like  to  thank  you  for  the  excellent  report¬ 
ing  of  Merle  Woo’s  free  speech  case  which 
appeared  in  your  June  19th  issue.  The  article,  in 
interviewing  Merle,  her  boss  Ling-chi  Wang,  and 
the  UCB  Lesbian  and  Gay  Union,  clearly  revealed 
the  hypocrisy  of  Wang’s  “some  of  my  best 
friends  are  gay”  statement. 

We’d  like  to  correct  one  error  in  the  article.  It 
referred  to  Woo’s  fight  as  a  fight  for  tenure. 
However,  Merle,  a  lecturer,  is  fighting  for  the 
Security  of  Employment  she  was  promised  when 
she  was  hired,  which  is  different  from  tenure. 
Lecturers  are  on  a  separate  “track”  than  faculty 
who  attain  tenure.  It’s  an  important  distinction, 
since  lecturers  are  used  as  marginal,  low-paid 
workers,  with  few  or  no  benefits.  Most  lecturers 
are  women  and  people  of  color.  We  know,  of 
course,  that  tenure  track  faculty  are  also  vulner¬ 
able  to  attack:  witness  the  denial  of  tenure  to  fem¬ 
inist  Nancy  Shaw  of  Santa  Cruz,  who  was  told 
that  she  was  not  going  to  achieve  tenure  because 
she  was  “too  interested  in  social  change.”  No  one 
is  safe.  We  must  all  fight  back  together. 

The  Merle  Woo  Defense  Committee  is  going 
strong,  planning  fund-raisers  and  forums  over 
the  summer.  Merle  Woo  recently  gave  several 
powerful  speeches  about  her  case  —  as  keynote 
speaker  at  UCB’s  Women’s  Studies  graduation, 
where  she  spoke  about  revolutionary  feminism, 
at  Berkeley’s  East  Bay  Gay  Day,  at  an  Asian  Stu¬ 
dent  Union  event  in  San  Francisco,  and  at  the 
National  Women’s  Studies  Associaton  con¬ 
ference,  where  a  resolution  was  passed  support¬ 
ing  her  case.  Funds  are  needed  for  publicity  costs 
and  legal  defense.  Donations  can  be  sent  to  2661 
21st  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110. 

Thanks  again  for  the  article, 

Karen  Brodine 
Publicity  Coordinator 
Merle  Woo  Defense  Committee 
San  Francisco,  CA 

friends 

Dear  GCN: 

We,  the  Friends  (Quakers)  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Concerns,  were  dismayed  and  saddened  to  hear 
of  the  recent  fire  at  the  Gay  Community  News. 
We  commend  your  courage  and  energy  in 
continuing  to  publish  on  schedule  in  the  face  of 
this  violence. 

In  grateful  appreciation  for  your  ten  years  of 
service  to  the  gay  and  lesbian  community,  the  en¬ 
closed  contribution  was  collected  from  Friends 
across  the  country.  Please  accept  it,  along  with 
our  prayers  and  best  wishes  for  your  continued 
good  work. 

In  Peace, 

On  behalf  of  FLGC, 

Ann  Shepardson 
Will  James 


Design 

Gay  Community  News  is  looking 
for  a  Design  Director.  Graphic 
^rts  skills  necessary  as  well  as  a 
commitment  to  feminism  and 
social  change.  Low  salary  plus 
medical  benefits.  Address  in¬ 
quiries  to  Cindy  Patton,  GCN, 
P.O.  Box  971,  Boston,  MA  02103, 
or  call  426-4469. 
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Join  the  GCN  0 

One  way  to  strengthen  and  rebuild  GCN  is  to  become  a  sustainer. 
Your  quarterly  contribution  of  $30  will  allow  you  to  join  the  “GCN 
100,”  those  initial  100  GCN  supporters  who  can  pledge  to  make 
these  donations.  Consider  this  opportunity  today.  We’d  especially 
like  to  hear  this  week  from  anyone  who  supports  the  paper,  body¬ 
guards  to  Queens,  and  Leos  and  Virgos! 


THE  GCN  SUSTAINER  PROGRAM 

□  YES,  I/We  would  like  to  become  a  GCN  sustainer  and  help  to 
build  a  Financially  Stronger  GCN. 

I/We  pledge  to  contribute 

□  $120  □  $180  □  $240 

□  $360  □  $420  □  $480 

□  $300  □  $540  □ _ 

The  number  of  installments  to  be  made  to  fullfill  this  pledge  is  . . . 

□  one  □  two  □  four 

name  _ 

address  _ 

•  Please  enclose  first  installment  with  this  mailing. 

•  All  individual  sustainers  names  will  be  kept  strictly  confidential. 

•  If  the  sustainer  is  a  group  or  organization,  may  we  publish  your 
name  in  our  sustainer  newsletter?  □  yes  □  no. 

•  Your  comments  are  welcome;  please  enclose  with  this  coupon. 

Mail  to:  GCN  sustainers,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 
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Speaking  Out 


By  Bob  Nelson 

One  of  the  biggest  news  stories  GCN  has  ever  reported  was  the  burning  of  its  own  offices 
on  July  7th.  The  national  news  media,  of  course,  greeted  that  event  with  deafening  silence, 
though  the  probable  firebombing  of  one  of  only  three  nationally-distributed  newspapers 
for  gays  and  lesbians  was  surely  a  newsworthy  event.  Though  our  own  community  has  been 
forthcoming  with  dollars  and  sympathy,  much  of  the  emotion  that  has  been  expressed  has 
consisted  of  an  unfocused  anger  or  a  helpless  rage.  While  a  sense  of  outrage  is  the  only 
rational  response  to  atrocity,  if  that  outrage  is  maintained  at  too  high  a  level  over  too  long 
a  time  it  can  generate  feelings  of  impotence,  as  we  permit  ourselves  to  be  awed  by  this  irra¬ 
tional  act  of  violence.  Then,  the  sense  of  community  created  by  our  anger  will  dissipate  as 
surely  as  the  smoke  rising  from  the  remnants  of  22  Bromfield  Street. 

Rather,  1  think  we  must  harness  our  anger,  and  many  in  the  GCN  community  have  done 
so  by  organizing  benefits  and  helping  to  rebuild  the  paper.  But  that  anger  should  also  help 
us  to  raise  our  consciousness  about  the  kinds  of  motivations  that  can  lead  to  acts  of  anti¬ 
gay  violence.  What  follows  is  a  brief  analysis  of  some  of  those  motivations. 

Clearly,  the  national  political  scene  plays  a  role  in  such  acts.  The  cries  of  “Here’s  one  for 
Anita!”  shouted  by  the  gang  that  beat  Robert  Hillsborough  to  death  in  San  Francisco  in 
June  of  1977  indicates  clearly  enough  that  the  killing  did  not  take  place  in  a  political 
vacuum.  Even  Hillsborough’s  mother  saw  the  connection,  for  she  filed  a  $5  million  civil 
suit  against  Anita  Bryant  and  the  “Save  Our  Children”  campaign,  charging  that  Bryant 
“affirmatively  mounted  a  campaign  of  hate,  bigotry,  ignorance,  fear,  intimidation  and 
prejudice  directed  at  homosexuals,  including  Robert  Hillsborough.”  (The  suit  was  later 
dismissed.)  And  surely  there  was  more  than  coincidence  at  work  in  the  slaying  of  Harvey 
Milk  in  November,  1978,  less  than  a  month  after  California  voters  defeated  the 
homophobic  Briggs  Initiative. 

Whether  our  enemies  are  emboldened  by  political  attacks  on  gays  and  lesbians,  or 
whether  they  react  in  vengeance  to  our  victories,  the  results  are  the  same  —  tragic.  Prob¬ 
ably  the  very  fact  that  gay  rights  has  become  a  controversial  public  issue  creates  an 
awareness  of  our  vulnerability.  Currently,  the  national  atmosphere  of  homophobia  and  of 
questioning  gay  rights  can  be  credited  to  the  political  machinations  of  New  Right  groups 
pressing  for  a  return  to  traditional,  patriarchal  values  —  as  the  misnamed  Family  Protec¬ 
tion  Act  states,  “to  preserve  the  integrity  of  the  American  family.”  The  temporary  failure 
to  pass  the  ERA,  the  actions  of  conservative  political  action  committees  and  assaults  on 
abortion  rights  have  been  correctly  assessed  as  contributing  to  the  climate  of  fear  in  which 
we  live. 

The  Moral  Majority’s  hate  campaign  has  legitimized  homophobic  attitudes  in  the  public 
mind,  but  more  importantly  it  has  reinforced  those  attitudes  among  those  who  were 
already  prejudiced  against  us.  Here  I’ll  recount  an  anecdote  that  some  will  find  only  amus¬ 
ing,  others  a  horrifying  portent  of  what  is  likely  to  come.  A  couple  of  days  after  the  GCN 
fire,  I  called  one  of  the  chief  arson  investigators  at  the  Boston  Fire  Department  and  iden¬ 
tified  myself  as  a  reporter  from  the  mainstream  news  organization  for  which  I  work.  Asked 
if  any  of  the  rumors  about  a  political  basis  to  the  fire  might  be  true,  the  investigator  told 
me,  “You  know,  those  gays  are  always  fighting  among  themselves.  I  don’t  know  how 
many  of  those  newspapers  there  might  be  in  Boston,  but  it  could  have  been  one  of  ’em  up 
against  the  other.”  If  there  were  any  doubts  about  how  the  arson  squad  is  conducting  their 
investigation,  or  what  its  findings  are  likely  to  be,  let  them  be  disspelled. 

Police  attitudes,  I’ve  concluded,  tend  to  mirror  those  of  the  teenaged  gangs  that 
perpetrate  so  much  of  the  violence  against  us.  What,  exactly,  are  those  attitudes  and  what 
is  behind  them?  For  while  the  broad  concept  of  a  link  between  the  national  political  scene 
and  anti-gay  violence  is  certainly  justified,  it  is  not  useful.  Saying  that  homophobic 
violence  occurs  because  of  homophobic  attitudes  tells  us  nothing  about  why  individuals 
act.  The  perpetrators  of  the  GCN  fire  had  no  hot  line  to  the  offices  of  anti-abortion 
senators  such  as  Jesse  Helms  and  Paul  Laxalt.  The  gangs  in  New  York’s  Chelsea  district 
certainly  haven’t  waited  for  the  ERA  to  fail  before  beating  up  gays  all  along  the  West  Side. 
And  while  presumably  thousands  of  people  have  homophobic  attitudes,  what  is  it  that 
brings  a  tiny  minority  of  them  to  take  the  brutal  step  of  acting  on  that  homophobia? 

When  first  thinking  about  the  problem,  I  concluded  that  economics  had  somehow  to  be 
at  the  root  of  it.  After  all,  we  are  in  the  midst  of  a  depression  deeper  than  any  since  the 
1930’s.  Wouldn’t  gang  violence  abate  if  these  kids  had  jobs  and  were  off  the  streets?  Isn’t 
economic  deprivation  a  basic  cause  of  crime,  wherever  it  occurs?  What  of  the  obvious  link 
between  economic  decine  and  gang  violence  in  Britain,  where  riots  and  looting  swept  across 
the  country  last  year  in  response  to  Margaret  Thatcher’s  version  of  Reaganomics?  Aren’t 
gays  scapegoated  in  times  of  economic  trouble  because  they’re  perceived  as  both  rich  and 
immoral,  and  thus  envied? 

While  the  New  York  Times  certainly  has  dones  its  best  to  portray  us  in  that  fashion 
(“Tapping  the  Homosexual  Market,”  June  13,  1982),  the  Chelsea  gangs  and  Boston  arson¬ 
ists  probably  don’t  read  the  New  York  Times.  On  the  economic  question,  it  could  just  as 
well  be  argued  that  crime  and  violence  increase  in  times  of  prosperity,  since  unemployed 
teenagers  become  relatively  even  more  disadvantaged  when  the  system  is  unable  to  provide 
them  with  jobs.  While  violent  crime  is  no  doubt  related  to  economic  deprivation,  the  links 
are  tenuous  and  complex  and  even  more  difficult  to  demonstrate  in  the  specific  case  of 
violence  against  gays  and  lesbians. 

More  important  is  the  unique  place  violence  occupies  in  the  American  culture.  Violence 
has  almost  always  been  perpetrated  by  groups  of  citizens  against  each  other  rather  than 
against  the  state,  which  is  part  of  the  reason  we  have  such  a  limited  revolutionary  tradition 
in  this  country.  In  Britain,  the  gang  violence  was  directed  against  property,  against  racial 
minorities,  against  the  economic  situation  and  against  the  state,  so  it  is  difficult  to  single 
out  the  economic  factor  as  the  only  one  responsible.  In  the  U.S.,  violence  has  usually  been 
used  by  patriarchal  and  conservative  whites  gainst  blacks,  labor  and  women  under  a  variety 
of  circumstances,  but  usually  because  those  groups  were  perceived  as  trying  to  change  the 
traditional  order  of  things.  Blacks  were  lynched  because  they  got  “uppity,”  women  were 
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beaten  and  raped  because  they  were  “loose,”  and  scabs  were  hired  and  strikes  broken 
because  labor  was  “too  greedy.” 

Such  violence  in  our  national  life  has  been  legitimized  by  our  gun  culture,  as  illustsrated 
by  the  Second  Amendment  to  the  Constitution,  which  holds  that  an  armed  citizenry  is  the 
surest  guarantee  of  freedom,  and  by  official  (police,  army)  violence,  notably  our  prolonged 
adventure  against  the  rice  farmers  of  Vietnam.  While  I’m  not  particularly  impressed  with 
use  of  the  concept  of  a  national  character  to  analyze  the  motivtions  behind  individual 
instances  of  violence,  1  think  much  of  the  American  fascination  with  guns  and  bombs  has 
to  do  with  the  uniquely  repressive  moral  traditions  we  have  inherited,  which  dictate  a  cer¬ 
tain  sublimation  of  sexual  drives  into  violent  acts.  Though  sexual  repression  is  blamed  for  a 
whole  variety  of  social  ills,  here  is  one  case  where  the  connection  can  be  made  to  stick. 

That  sexual  repression  continues  to  operate  in  this  society  should  not  be  a  topic  of 
debate,  in  spite  of  all  the  blather  the  straight  press  generates  about  “swinging  singles”  and 
“computer  dating.”  I’ve  been  struck  by  the  particularly  vitriolic  and  sensationalist  way  in 
which  the  press  reports  on  so-called  “child  prostitution  rings”  and  on  the  Congressional 
page  sex  scandal. 

Thus  by  far  the  greatest  portion  of  society  is  still  firmly  encased  in  a  moral  system  that 
finds  homosexuality  an  abhorrent  transgression  of  family  values.  Yet  as  gays  and  lesbians 
have  come  out,  we  have  by  our  very  existence  challenged  the  traditional  moral  system  so 
precious  to  the  Moral  Majority,  and  have  in  fact  become  an  example  to  certain  segments  of 
society.  1  think  the  root  of  much  anti-gay  violence  must  be  traced  to  individuals  who  retain 
the  burden  of  traditional  morality,  yet  who  are  aware  of  the  possibilities  of  greater  sexual 
freedom  presented  by  the  sexual  revolution.  As  Dennis  Altman  puts  it, 

It  is  important  to  recognize  just  how  threatening  are  the 
changes  wrought  by  the  “sexual  revolution.”  Most  peo¬ 
ple,  particularly  those  who  are  older  or  who  come  from  a 
more  religious  background,  grew  up  committed  to  a  high 
degree  of  sexual  repression,  albeit  often  unconsciously. 

The  changes  in  the  past  decades  seemed  to  mock  their 
standards  and  the  sacrifices  they  made  for  them  .  .  .  What 
is  bearable  when  it  seems  inescapable  becomes  intolerable 
when  others  do  not  share  it  (The  Homosexualization  of 
America,  p.  99). 

The  New  Right  was  correct  in  its  prediction  that  the  sexual  revolution  would  undermine 
traditional  family  values,  but  as  Altman  says,  “What  is  a  decline  in  standards  for  some  is  a 
lessening  of  oppression  for  others.”  Young  straight  teenagers  are  sometimes  the  most  sex¬ 
ually  oppressed  members  of  society,  though  their  sexual  desires  are  the  greatest.  They  thus 
have  a  considerable  need  to  sublimate  or  to  redirect  their  sexual  energy  into  other  channels, 
and  I  think  it  is  quite  possible  that  they  choose  gays  and  the  institutions  that  serve  our  com¬ 
munity  as  objects  of  violence  precisely  because  gays  have  something  they  want  but  can’t 
have  —  not  money,  but  sexual  freedom.  This  is  as  much  a  motivation  for  the  repressed 
Italian  Catholics  who  beat  up  gays  in  Chelsea  as  it  is  for  the  repressed  Irish  Catholic  cops 
on  Boston’s  vice  squad. 

I  would  urge  anyone  who  finds  these  ideas  farfetched  to  read  Wilhelm  Reich’s  The  Mass- 
Psychology  of  Fascism,  a  book  written  during  the  first  years  of  Hitler’s  rise  to  power  in  the 
early  1930’s.  Reich’s  thesis  is  that  fascism,  or  what  he  calls  “patriarchal  authoritarian 
mysticism,”  is  not  only  an  organized  political  movement,  but  also  an  omnipresent 
character  disorder  created  by  the  repression  of  sexual  desire.  “Fascist  mysticism  is  orgastic 
yearning,  restricted  by  mystic  distortion  and  inhibition  of  natural  sexuality,”  Reich  tells  us. 
Reich  has  quite  a  bit  to  say,  and  some  of  it  is  contradictory,  but  he  does  focus  on  the  pro¬ 
cess  by  which  sexuality  is  inhibited  in  children,  citing  fascist  pamphlets  on  how  “masturba¬ 
tion  fouls  the  blood”  and  how  “the  ideal  of  the  Virgin  Mary  should  inspire  young  men.” 
Through  this  process  of  repression,  patriarchal  society  creates  a  psychic  force  in  each  indi¬ 
vidual  which  defends  against  genital  sensuality  by  invoking  nausea  and  disgust.  And  one 
source  of  that  psychic  force  is  the  “sadistic  conception  of  sexuality”  imparted  to  children 
in  patriarchic  cultures,  which  seems  to  me  to  be  at  the  base  of  violence  rooted  in  misogyny, 
homophobia  and  perhaps  racism. 

We  should  thus  realize  that  our  sexuality  in  itself  is  probably  the  major  factor  in  anti-gay 
attacks.  We  are  more  visible  now  that  at  any  time  in  our  history.  That  does  not  mean  that 
visibility  is  the  cause  of  the  problem;  it  simply  means  that  when  Ronald  Crumpley  wanted 
to  go  out  and  murder  a  few  gays  in  November  of  1980,  all  he  had  to  do  was  was  drive  over 
to  the  Ramrod  and  start  shooting  —  “because  gays  ruin  everything,”  he  explained.  While 
we  are  caught  up  in  the  battle  for  formal  gay  civil  rights,  we  also  need  to  recognize  that  we 
will  still  be  vulnerable  to  violent  attacks  no  matter  what  laws  are  on  the  books  as  long  as 
negative  popular  attitudes  about  us  persist.  While  the  Eagle  Forum  and  the  Moral  Majority 
understand  that  abortion  rights,  equal  rights  for  women,  and  civil  rights  for  gays  and  les¬ 
bians  are  all  part  of  the  same  struggle  for  sexual  liberation,  most  of  the  rest  of  society, 
including  many  gays  and  women,  don’t  understand  this  basic  fact.  Conservative  gays  and 
some  elements  of  NOW  dismiss  this  as  political  rhetoric  or  as  an  attempt  by  gays  to  take 
advantage  of  the  power  of  the  women’s  movement. 

What  these  doubters  need  to  experience  is  the  immediate  and  visceral  understanding  of 
the  political  nature  of  anti-gay  violence:  just  remember  the  feeling  you  got  when  you  found 
out  about  the  GCN  fire.  Think  how  obvious  the  racism  was  to  blacks  when  a  black  New 
York  transit  worker  was  pulled  from  his  car  in  the  Gravesend  section  of  Brooklyn  recently 
and  beaten  to  death  by  a  gang  of  Italian  teenagers.  Or  think  how  you’d  feel  if  your  lover 
was  killed  by  a  street  gang  shouting  “Here’s  one  for  Jerry!”  Such  attacks,  in  my  view,  will 
end  only  when  society  as  a  whole  discards  its  moralist  attitudes  and  permits  all  individuals, 
of  whatever  sexual  preference,  freely  to  experience  their  sexuality.  We  must  therefore  work 
for  “liberation”  writ  large,  not  for  the  petty  interests  of  one  group  or  another. 
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Dear  Folks  at  GCN, 

On  behalf  of  all  of 
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Dear  Editor, 

How  unfortunate  that  an  otherwise  excellent 
article  (Queerbeat,  Vol.  10,  No.  2)  was  marred  by 
one  apparent  typo  and  one  grievous  error. 

The  typo,  at  least,  was  amusing  (what  on  earth 
is  an  “orchestra  hit  band”?).  But  is  there  not  a 
single  soul  on  your  staff  with  even  the  most 
perfunctory  knowledge  of  Motown?  Apparently 
not.  How  else  to  explan  the  fact  that  the  immortal 
“Love  Is  Like  An  Itching  In  My  Heart,”  written 
by  Holland,  Dozier  &  Holland  for  the  Supremes, 
was  credited  to  The  Three  Degrees?  Clearly,  you 
poor  politicos  have  been  attending  so  many  meet¬ 
ings  that  you  now  number  among  the  culturally 
deprived. 

Stop!  In  the  name  of  love, 

Richard  Dworkin 
New  York,  NY 


Dear  Friends, 

In  support  of  your  efforts  toward  bringing  a 
lesbian  and  gay  presence  to  the  June  12  Disarma¬ 
ment  Movement  and  your  continuing  anti-mili¬ 
tarist  work  in  the  lesbian  and  gay  community,  and 
with  hope  and  trust  in  GCN s  future,  we  send  you 
this  contribution. 

In  solidarity, 

Eileen  Hansen 
For  the  June  12  Boston 
Organizing  Committee 
Boston,  MA 


Blade,  here  is  a  donation  to  help  on  your  road  to 
recovery  from  the  tragic  fire  you  suffered. 

We’re  all  pleased  to  see  that,  although  your 
building  was  burned  out,  your  spirit  was  not! 
Sincerely, 

Don  Michaels 

The  Washington  Blade 

Washington,  DC 


Home  At  Last! 

Glad  Day  Bookshop  has  found  a  new  space  at 
43  Winter  St.  second  floor.  You  are  invited  to 
drop  in  to  visit,  see  the  space,  offer  assistance, 
and  shop.  Phone  542-0144  or  536-0309. 
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By  Bob  Nelson 

Nomi  Azulay,  chief  organizer 
for  the  New  York  City  Union  of 
Lesbians  and  Gay  Men  (NYCU- 
LGM),  is  an  independent  can¬ 
didate  for  City  Council  from 
Greenwich  Village  and  Chelsea, 
and  the  only  open  lesbian  running 
for  office  in  New  York  this  year. 
Nomi  is  currently  collecting  the 
2,500  signatures  she  will  need  to 
oppose  Carol  Greitzer  for  the 
Democratic  nomination;  the  pri¬ 
mary  is  scheduled  for  September 
23.  But  Nomi  is  also  collecting 
9, 000  signatures  —  none  of  which 
may  be  duplicates  or  primary  peti¬ 
tions  —  to  be  placed  directly  on 
the  ballot  in  November  as  a  candi¬ 
date  of  the  New  Alliance  Party. 
Nomi  met  with  GCN  at  the  NAP 
headquarters  on  West  102nd 
Street  in  Manhattan  on  July  6th  to 
discuss  her  candidacy. 

GCN:  How  did  you  first  become 
involved  in  the  New  Alliance  Par¬ 
ty  and  the  New  York  City  Union 
of  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men? 

Nomi:  I  knew  a  woman  that 
worked  with  the  Coalition  of 
Grass-Roots  Women  when  I  was 
in  Oregon.  When  1  moved  back 
here,  I  kept  in  touch  with  her.  I 
was  pretty  excited  by  the  work 
they  were  doing,  because  they 
were  organizing  women  in  poor 
and  working-class  communities, 
which  is  something  that  I  had 
done  quite  a  bit. 

The  way  the  New  Alliance  Party 
formed  was  a  number  of  different 
independent  organizations,  the 
Coalition  of  Grass-Roots  Women, 
the  New  York  City  Unemployed 
and  Welfare  Council,  other  inde¬ 
pendent  organizations,  and  some 
progressive  politicians  decided 


that  they  wanted  to  work  to  build 
an  independent  political  party, 
because  they  had  a  strong  base 
and  they  didn’t  want  to  throw 
their  votes  over  to  the  Democratic 
Party.  But  they  also  wanted  to 
build  an  independent  political  par¬ 
ty  in  order  to  move  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  Party  in  a  more  progressive 
direction,  in  much  the  way  the 
Right  to  Life  Party  has  moved  the 
Republican  Party  to  the  right. 

Our  first  campaign  was  in  the 
South  and  Central  Bronx  against 
Stanley  Simon,  who’s  a  Demo¬ 
cratic  Party  machine  hack  and  the 
Bronx  borough  president,  in  1979. 
In  that  campaign  a  lot  of  gay  peo¬ 
ple  came  out  to  work,  because  the 
New  Alliance  Party  slate  was  very 
pro-gay.  And  the  candidate  the 
NAP  was  running  at  that  point, 
Joe  Galiber,  spoke  about  issues  of 
concern  to  gay  people.  So  a  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Task  Force  was 
formed  in  the  New  Alliance  Party 
in  1979,  and  gay  people  from  the 
community  came  out  and  worked 
on  the  campaign,  people  who  had 
never  been  touched  by  the  gay 
rights  movement.  And  after  the 
campaign,  we  decided  to  form  an 
independent  union  of  gay  people 
that  would  work  separately  from, 
but  would  be  affiliated  to,  the 
New  Alliance  Party,  to  organize 
gay  people  all  over  the  city.  That’s 
how  the  union  started. 

GCN:  Why  did  the  original 
organizers  choose  a  union  as  a 
vehicle  for  organization? 

Nomi:  Well,  because  a  union 
speaks  of  power,  it  speaks  of 
political  power.  It  speaks  of  hav¬ 
ing  a  say  in  decision  making  that 
affects  our  lives.  And  that’s  one 
thing  that  gay  people  really 
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haven’t  had.  The  way  that  the  gay 
rights  movement  has  tried  to  gain 
political  power  is  through  the 
Democratic  Party,  by  attempting 
to  be  legitimate.  What  that  has 
meant  has  been  some  unconscious 
purging  of  the  more  illegitimate 
members  of  the  gay  community: 
lesbians,  poor  and  working-class 
people,  transvestites,  transsex¬ 
uals.  The  tactic  was  to  dress  up  in 
business  suits  and  go  to  the  City 
Council  and  try  to  get  the  gay 
rights  bill  passed  by  saying,  Well, 
we’re  like  everybody  else.  Why 
won’t  you  give  us  our  rights? 

But  the  reality  is  that  we’re  not 
like  everybody  else,  and  that’s  not 
the  basis  on  which  we’re  going  to 
win  our  rights.  The  way  we’re 
going  to  win  our  rights  is  by  build¬ 
ing  a  strong  base  of  gay  people  in 
the  community.  You  know,  fif¬ 
teen  to  twenty  percent  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  city  are  probably  gay, 
but  they’re  not  represented.  It’s 
only  by  that  representation  and 
through  forming  alliances  with 
other  under-represented  and 
minority  people  that  we’re  going 
to  win  some  changes. 

GCN:  What  were  your  objec¬ 
tions  to  . the  recent  Voice  article  by 
Stanley  Crouch  entitled  “Gay 
Pride,  Gay  Prejudice’’?  What 
were  the  aims  of  the  protest  that 
you  organized  at  the  Voice  offices 
last  May  10th? 

Nomi:  Well,  the  article  played 
up  divisions  between  black  and 
white  gay  people.  The  author, 
Stanley  Crouch,  said  that  he  was 
shocked  that  gay  people  were 
racist,  and  went  from  that  premise 
to  expound  on  how  the  white  gay 
community  is  extremely  racist, 
and  how  black  gay  people  are  very 
isolated.  I  think  it’s  certainly  true 
that  all  white  people  are  racist. 


and  that  white  gay  people  are  no 
exception  to  that.  But  it  seems  to 
be  a  trend  at  the  Village  Voice 
lately  to  play  up  a  lot  of  divisions 
in  groups  that  are  working  to 
make  some  progressive  changes. 

The  article  also  really  played 
upon  some  very  dangerous  myths 
about  gay  people.  For  example,  it 
said  that  “gay  people  are  more 
creative  because  we  can’t  pro¬ 
create.”  It  said  that  the  way  gay 
people  deal  with  self-hatred  is  to 
be  abusive  and  violent  toward 
each  other,  and  that  some  of  the 
worst  criminals  are  gay  people.  It 
played  up  child  molestation.  So, 
the  question  is,  why  was  the  Voice 
printing  that  article  at  that  partic¬ 
ular  time?  What  we  were  pro¬ 
testing  was  not  Stanley  Crouch’s 
right  to  say  what  he  wants  to  say, 
because  certainly  everybody  has 
that  right,  but  that  the  Voice, 
which  purports  to  be  a  progressive 
newspaper,  should  print  some¬ 
thing  like  that,  and  particularly 
that  the  editor  would  put  it  on  the 
front  page. 

So  during  our  protest,  I  spoke 
to  David  Scheiderman,  the  editor, 
on  the  phone,  and  I  said  that  we 
were  demanding  a  public  letter  of 
apology,  and  that  this  kind  of 
reporting  isn’t  neutral  reporting, 
but  actually  incites  anti-gay  vio¬ 
lence  in  much  the  way  that  the 
CBS  film  “Gay  Power,  Gay  Poli¬ 
tics”  incited  three  or  four  times  as 
much  violence  against  gay  people 
in  the  next  few  months  after  that 
show  was  aired.  Schneiderman 
said  that  the  Voice  has  a  long 
history  of  liberal  reporting,  and 
that  anybody  can  print  what  they 
want  to  print.  And  he  refused  to 
sign  a  letter  of  apology. 

GCN:  I  heard  the  report  on 
WNY6  the  following  day.  They 
interviewed  Nat  Hentoff,  the 
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Voice  columnist,  who  said  some¬ 
thing  like,  “Well,  you  have  to 
investigate  every  issue,  otherwise 
you  become  a  bland,  suburban 
shopper  type  of  magazine.” 

Nomi:  By  why  investigate  an 
issue  and  come  up  with  all  these 
stereotypes  that  are  so  harmful? 
That’s  not  investigating,  that’s 
what  most  people  think. 

GCN:  Well,  how  would  you 

characterize  relations  between 
black  gays  and  white  gays  and 
overall  between  the  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  community  and  the  black 
community  in  New  York? 

Nomi:  My  experience  in  work¬ 
ing  to  build  a  union  in  the  black 
community  and  poor  communities 
in  general  is  that  it’s  not  the  case 
that  black  people  are  more  homo- 
phobic  than  white  people.  It’s  just 
a  myth.  I  think  that  homophobia 
takes  different  forms  in  different 
communities. 

I  don’t  think  that  the  gay  move¬ 
ment  knows  what  the  concerns  of 
black  people  are,  because  black 
gay  people  haven’t  been  organized 
to  express  those  concerns.  So  what 
NYCULGM  is  working  to  do  is 
organize  black  gay  people,  His¬ 
panic  gay  people,  poor  and  work¬ 
ing  gay  people,  and  transvestites 
to  express  their  concerns.  That’s 
when  we’ll  know  what  the  real 
concerns  of  all  gay  people  are,  and 
what  kind  of  organizations  we  will 
need  to  fight  and  to  win  some  bat¬ 
tles  for  gay  people. 

GCN:  What  are  some  of  the 
issues  you’re  trying  to  focus  on  in 
your  campaign? 

Nomi:  Well,  I’m  running 
against  Carol  Greitzer,  a  City 
Council  representative  who’s  been 


in  office  since  1969.  And  Carol 
has  pretty  much  followed  Ed 
Koch  through  her  whole  career. 
She’s  endorsed  Koch  for  mayor. 
She  has  a  somewhat  liberal  voting 
record,  but  she  has  a  reputation  in 
the  community  of  being  unrespon¬ 
sive,  of  not  taking  the  initiative, 
of  not  fighting.  So  whereas  she’ll 
vote  for  some  bills  that  are  in 
favor  of  tenants,  she’s  also  tied  to 
Koch’s  machine  that’s  given  land¬ 
lords  every  goddamn  favor  that 
they’ve  ever  asked  for  and  more. 

Carol  Greitzer’s  support  of  the 
gay  rights  bill  has  been  historically 
lukewarm.  When  it  was  first  intro¬ 
duced,  she  refused  to  accept  peti¬ 
tions  that  demanded  that  she  co¬ 
sponsor  the  bill.  Now  she’s  a  co¬ 
sponsor  of  the  bill,  but  she’s  not 
in  a  position  to  fight  for  the  bill  or 
for  any  real  changes,  because 
she’s  tied  up  to  a  Democratic  Par¬ 
ty  machine.  She’s  gone  the  way  of 
the  old  Democratic  reform  move¬ 
ment,  which  along  with  Koch  has 
made  the  party  more  and  more  a 
tool  of  big  business  and  landlords. 
People  in  the  community  are  very 
dissatisfied  with  her. 

Although  I’m  an  openly  lesbian 
candidate,  I’m  not  running  a 
single-issue  campaign.  I’m  run¬ 
ning  because  I  think  I  represent 
the  community  much  better  than 
Carol  Greitzer  does,  because  I’ve 
been  a  community  activist  for  a 
long  time.  I  will  fight  for  the  needs 
of  tenants,  elderly  people,  and 
working  people.  I’m  not  inter¬ 
ested  in  making  the  kinds  of  deals 
that  she’s  made  for  the  big 
commercial  developers  in  that 
neighborhood,  which  is  on  the 
verge  of  a  very  fierce  transition. 
Some  of  the  West  Side  bars  are 
losing  their  leases  this  year,  and 
probably  the  whole  West  Side  area 
is  going  to  be  developed.  The 
Federal  Archives  Building  on 


Christopher  Street  is  being  turned 
into  luxury  housing.  Even  with  the 
incredibly  low  vacancy  rate  in  the 
city,  landlords  are  keeping  apart¬ 
ments  vacant  when  they  can, 
because  they’re  getting  ready  to 
coop  them.  Small  businesses  are 
being  squeezed  out.  The  Village 
and  Chelsea  are  being  rapidly  gen- 
trified,  and  gay  residents  and 
elderly  residents  that  have  lived 
there  for  years  and  years  are  being 
squeezed  out. 

There’s  also  a  very  vicious  kind 
of  polarization  going  on,  which  is 
to  say  that  gay  people  are  the  ones 
that  are  gentrifying.  Historically, 
whenever  communities  have  fallen 
apart,  gay  people  are  blamed.  So 
it’s  critical  that  we  have  a  gay  rep¬ 
resentative  who  stands  for  the 
needs  of  all  the  people  who  are 
being  squeezed  out  of  the 
community. 

GCN:  Has  Carol  Greitzer  said 
anything  about  these  issues? 

Nomi:  Well,  she’s  not  very  out¬ 
spoken.  She  doesn’t  show  up  on 
the  street  or  do  very  much  cam¬ 
paigning.  She  talks  about  what 
bills  she’s  passed.  But  she  doesn’t 
fight  for  anything,  and  she  can’t 
fight  for  anything  because  of  who 
she’s  got  her  hands  tied  to. 

GCN:  The  New  Alliance  Party 
was  a  major  force  to  “dump 
Koch”  in  the  mayoral  elections  of 
1981.  Will  that  effort  go  statewide 
as  Koch  tries  for  the  gubernatorial 
nomination? 

Nomi:  Yes,  and  the  way  that’s 
coming  off  right  now  is  to  support 
Lieutenant  Governor  Mario 
Cuomo  in  the  Democratic  pri¬ 
mary.  I’m  supporting  Cuomo  and 
the  New  Alliance  Party  is  support- 
continued  on  page  13 
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Certain  Bohemian  Truths : 
Talking  with  Allen  Ginsberg 


By  ff  ill  Doherty 

I  met  Allen  Ginsberg  and  Peter  Orlovsky  at  the  end  of 
their  performance  at  Passim’s  coffeehouse,  Cambridge,  in 
February  of  this  year.  We  talked  while  a  limousine  whisked 
us  to  a  TV  talk  show  in  Needham.  Also  in  attendance  were 
Cambridge  Mayor  Vellucci,  an  astronaut  with  an  inflated 
ego  and  a  couple  who  collected  antiques.  At  about  2  am,  we 
began  our  interview,  which  was  taped  on  his  tape  deck. 

Half  of  a  year  (and  some  very  sore  fingers)  later,  the  text  of 
the  interview  materialized. 

Allen  Ginsberg  was  born  on  June  3,  1926.  He  attended 
high  school  in  Paterson,  NJ,  where  his  father,  a  lyric  poet, 
taught.  In  1955  he  wrote  his  most  famous  work.  Howl ;  and 
in  1959  he  completed  Kaddish,  another  well-known  piece. 
Allen  currently  writes  poems,  reads  and  performs  music  with 
close  friends  like  Peter  Orlovsky,  with  whom  he  has  had  a 
“special  attachment”  since  1954.  He  teaches  at  the  Naropa 
Institute  in  Boulder,  Colorado.  After  surviving  the  “beat 
generation,”  Allen  has  broadened  his  musical  interests  and 
abilities.  His  latest  hit  is  called  “Birdbrain,”  a  rock  'n  roll 
tune  done  with  a  Colorado  band  known  as  the  Gluons  (Wax 
Trax  Records).  He  has  recorded  and  performed  with  the 
Clash  and  Bob  Dylan.  His  latest  book  of  poetry  is  Ode  to 
Plutonium. 

“WE’RE  THROUGH  THE  GATE” 

Will:  How  would  you  say  that  the  gay  movement  and  gay 
lifestyles  have  evolved  since  the  50’s? 

Allen:  People  have  gotten  more  courage  and  realized  that 
all  that  they  have  to  do  is  to  speak  up  with  sincerity  and 
authority  and  self-confidence,  then  other  people  have  confi¬ 
dence  in  them.  Whereas,  if  they  speak  up  with  a  big  wound¬ 
ed  whimpery  voice,  people  will  think  they’re  freaks  and 
queers. 

It’s  like  in  the  story  of  Kafka  where  there's  a  gate  with  a 
gatekeeper.  You  come  up  to  the  gate  and  you  say,  “Can  I 


come  through?”  And  he  says,  “No.”  He’s  standing  there  and 
you’re  standing  there  and  you  keep  on  asking  him  for  a 
thousand  years  and  finally  you  go  away.  Somebody  else 
comes  up  and  doesn’t  even  look  at  him,  doesn’t  even  ask 
him,  and  just  walks  through  the  gate.  That’s  it.  Gays  have 
walked  through  the  gate  of  self-confidence. 

Will:  Do  you  call  yourself  gay? 

Allen:  I  don’t  think  the  word  is  so  good.  It’s  not  bad.  It’s 
not  much  better  than  queer.  I  always  liked  queer.  There’s  a 
certain  bohemian  truth  to  that.  Gay  is  also  funny,  but  it 
makes  it  sound  too  butterfly-like.  Toujours  gai!  It’s  not  accu¬ 
rate.  Life  is  tragic  really.  If  it’s  not  tragic,  at  least  there’s  a 
lot  of  suffering.  So  gay  is  a  good  medicinal  word  for  the 
moment. 

Will:  Would  you  call  yourself  a  bisexual? 

Allen:  I  wouldn’t  call  myself  anything.  Because  I  don’t 
think  anybody  is  a  noun.  I'm  inclined  toward  bisexual  activ¬ 
ity.  I  sleep  with  men  and  women,  primarily  homosexual  love 
affairs.  To  use  the  adjective  as  a  noun  is  to  reduce  people  to 
stereotypes.  You  know,  it’s  like  saying,  “Are  you  a  police¬ 
man?”,  “Are  you  a  T-shirt?”,  “Are  you  an  eyeball?”,  “Are 
you  gay?”,  “Are  you  a  gay?”,  “Are  you  a  beat?”,  “Are  you  a 
photographer?”  Is  anyone  a  photographer?  No,  people  are 
human  beings  and  they  make  photographs.  They  may  iden¬ 
tify  themselves  strongly  with  the  activity  of  making  photo¬ 
graphs  or  sleeping  with  men,  but  that  isn’t  the  complete 
story  of  anyone. 

I’m  a  Buddhist.  I’m  Jewish  too.  I'm  a  Columbia  graduate. 
I’m  a  poet.  I’m  gay.  But,  you  know,  so  why  make  it  one? 
Almost  everybody  is  everything. 

Will:  What  about  gay  stereotypes  nowadays? 

Allen:  Boy  lover  is  one  of  them.  I  fall  in  love  with  a  lot  of 


people.  1  generally  tend  to  like  l>etween  14  and  34.  I  don’t 
know  if  it’s  an  error,  but  it  seems  to  be  an  ancient  pattern 
that  older  people  fall  in  love  with  younger  people  and  vice 
versa.  Or  younger  people  like  older  people,  learn  from  them, 
and  have  an  affectionate  relationship.  Older  people  proba¬ 
bly  get  more  passionate.  You  know,  the  last  fling,  if  some¬ 
body’s  nice  to  you.  As  it  stands  now,  I  have  a  boyfriend 
younger  than  you. 

Will:  What  do  you  think  about  boy  love? 

Allen:  Oh,  I  am  a  boy  lover.  To  quote  Walt  Whitman, 
“Shall  1  postpone  my  acceptation  and  realization  and 
scream  at  my  own  eyes?” 

Will:  Do  age  and  physical  beauty  figure  in  your  choice  of 
relationships? 

Allen:  Absolutely,  I  constantly  fall  in  with  young  kids. 

And  the  older  I  get  the  more  I  want  to  sleep  with  15-year- 
olds  and  younger  boys.  They  seem  more  pretty  and  attractive 
and  healthy. 

Will:  Have  you  become  more  cynical  with  age? 

Allen:  No,  I  don’t  think  so.  Really,  because  I  meditate.  [I] 
enter  sincerely  into  the  universe.  Live  with  other  people, 
work  with  other  people.  Why  not?  It's  more  fun,  more  pain 
and  more  fun,  than  being  cynical.  (I’m)  cynical  only  in  the 
sense  of  being  experienced  and  knowing  that  the  sun  is  not 
eternal.  Love  is  not  eternal.  My  self  is  not  eternal.  Self  is  not 
eternal.  Cock-sucking’s  not  eternal. 

THE  POLICE  STATE  AND  REVOLUTION 

Will:  What  causes  or  struggles  are  you  interested  in  or 
working  on  these  days? 

Allen:  I’m  interested  in  the  secret  police,  in  combatting 
[the]  police  state,  [and  in  preserving]  liberty.  I’m  really  in 
this  because  the  police  try  to  seize  my  books  and  my  friends' 
books.  In  any  police  authoritarian  state,  the  first  thing  they 
want  to  do  is  to  control  everybody’s  mind  and  stop  them 
from  publishing  whatever  they  want. 

Recently  I  worked  on  a  big  report  on  sabotage  and 
destructive  practice  by  CIA  and  FBI,  period  1958-78.  It  just 
came  out,  called  Unamerican  Activities ,  published  by  City 
Lights.  The  same  people  who  were  involved  in  the  secret 
CIA  manipulation  of  intellectual  life  through  the  Congress 
for  Cultural  Freedom  and  Encounter  magazine  and  other 
such  fronts  that  were  paid  for  by  the  CIA.  And  people 
didn’t  know  it  back  in  the  50’s  and  60's.  The  same  people 
and  the  same  foundation  fronts  are  getting  money  now  from 
the  oil  companies  to  do  the  same  thing,  like  the  Heritage 
Foundation  (u  right-wing  think  tank  funded  in  part  by 
Coors’  brewery  —  see  GCN  New  Right  Supplement  Vol.  9 
No.  49). 

Will:  So  you  don’t  think  that  the  government  is  doing  this 
as  much  now? 

Allen:  They  don’t  have  to;  corporations  do  it  for  ’em.  ITT 
offered  the  CIA  $1  million  to  destabilize  Chile. 

Will:  Are  there  specific  incidents  when  you  personally  have 
had  FBI  or  CIA  harassment? 

Allen:  I  have  my  papers  under  the  Freedom  of  Informatior 
Act. 

Will:  What  do  they  say? 

Allen:  In  1965,  I  was  put  on  a  Dangerous  Security  list  by 
J.  Edgar  Hoover.  That  meant  that  every  time  I  went  in  or 
out  of  the  American  border,  I  was  strip-searched.  And  I 
have  a  paper  where  in  1968  they  were  saying,  “On  this  day, 
we  received  a  photograph  of  Allen  Ginsberg  in  an  obscene 
posture.  For  possible  future  use,  we  are  putting  this  into  the 
office  of  the  New  York  Narcotic  Bureau.”  And  there  were  a 
bunch  of  attempts  to  set  me  up  for  a  grass  bust,  because  I 
opposed  the  Narcotic  Bureau  and  its  policies.  The  Narcotics 
Bureau  started  a  file  on  me  the  day  I  got  on  television  in 
1962  and  urged  a  change  in  the  marijuana  laws.  I  was 
seconded  on  that  program  by  the  anthropologist  Ashley  Mon¬ 
tagu.  From  that  day  on,  I  was  on  the  list 
In  other  words,  if  a  citizen  gets  up  and  says  he  would  like 
to  see  a  law  changed,  he  gets  on  this  list  of  suspects.  That’s 
a  police  state. 

Will:  What  do  you  believe  is  the  greatest  danger  to  the 
American  public? 

Allen:  I'm  afraid  that  the  progress  of  the  military- 
industrial  [machine]  will  lead  us  into  a  situation  like 
Guatemala  or  El  Salvador,  a  military  take-over.  And 
everybody  will  accept  it  as  just  business  as  usual.  Have  a 
junta. 

Maybe  we’ll  have  elections,  and  say  Reagan  is  unelected, 
and  someone  really  liberal  gets  in  and  says  we’ve  got  to  cut 
the  military  back  to  $50  billion  a  year.  And  the  military 
says,  “By  some  mistake,  we  have  elected  the  wrong  man. 


This  person  is  out  of  bounds  and  off  the  wall.  We  have 
secret  information  that  he’s  been  talking  with  Lesbian  Com¬ 
munists  from  Mars,  so  we're  declaring  the  elections  null  and 
void.  We'll  have  elections  in  a  year.”  I'm  afraid  that  that's 
what  we're  headed  for. 

Will:  Do  you  believe  in  revolution? 

Allen:  Revolution  is  a  word  that  everyone  wants  to  sub¬ 
scribe  to  with  lip  service,  hut  then  immediately  they  begin 
cutting  each  others’  throats  to  decide  whose  revolution  it  is, 
so  finally  the  word  didn't  mean  anything  anymore.  I  don't 
know  what  I  believe  anymore. 

I'm  in  favor  of  some  kind  of  enormous  struggle  for 
change,  but  1  think  that's  got  to  come  individually,  one  by 
one,  cell  by  cell,  in  order  for  it  to  be  democratic.  And  I 
despair  that  that  will  ever  happen.  So  maybe  somebody  will 
say,  “Okay  let’s  have  an  abstract  revolution  where  you  im¬ 
pose  the  new  idea  from  above  by  the  elite  who  make  it.” 
Which  is  what's  happened  all  along,  the  vanguard  they  call 
it  But  that  still  is  artificial,  they  say  it’s  coming  from  the 
people,  but  it  isn’t 

Will:  Should  people  obey  the  law? 

Allen:  To  live  outside  the  law,  you  must  be  honest  The 
lover’s  law,  the  Nazi  law?  The  Communist  law? 
Transnationalist  law?  I  think  people  should  obey  their  own 
brand  of  the  law.  They  should  respect  the  law  and  realize 
how  powerful  it  is.  They  should  be  judicious  about  it  I 
think  they’ve  got  to  live  their  own  lives  independent  of  the 
state.  I  think  they  should  be  careful  about  it  but  they’ve  got 
to  be  honest.  In  other  words,  you  can’t  steal.  No  stealing,  no 
lying,  no  murdering,  no  coveting.  The  law  of  truth,  not  the 
law  of  a  bunch  of  militarized  corrupt  politicians. 

Obey  the  law,  I’d  have  to  move  out  of  the  house.  Obey  the 
law.  I'd  have  to  commit  suicide.  I’m  a  sodomite.  Every  time 
I  suck  off,  how  can  I  obey  the  law?  What  law?  How  can 
you  think  if  you  obey  the  law?  Every  third  thought,  you’d 
be  written  up  on  death  cell. 

COMING  OUT 

Will:  What  prompted  you  to  be  so  open  about  your  sex¬ 
uality  way  back  in  the  50’s  and  what  prompted  you  tq.  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  open  for  so  long? 

Allen:  No  choice.  I  had  permission  from  Burroughs  and 
Kerouac,  Burroughs  who  was  gay  and  Kerouac  who  was  not 
gay,  basically,  but  who  was  so  friendly,  tender,  mellow, 
wide  open  mind  and  appreciative  of  me,  that  it  was  no 
longer  scary.  In  fact,  it  became  funny.  It  became  charming. 
Then,  once  I  realized  how  charming  it  was,  there  was  no 
longer  any  fear  of  opinion,  wicked  opinion,  from  the 
outside. 

I  think  I  came  out  publically,  by  accident.  I  mean  it  was 
right  there  in  my  poetry.  It  was  a  sort  of  direct  public 
declaration,  because  of  a  strange  accident  in  1959.  We  went 
to  Chicago  for  a  giant  reunion  of  newspapers  and  magazines 
from  all  over  the  country  when  Chicago  University  burnt  all 
of  the  copies  of  Chicago  Review  that  had  the  first  eight 
pages  of  Naked  Lunch. 

There  was  a  question-and-answer  period  at  the  giant  ball¬ 
room  of  the  Sherman  Hotel  at  our  meeting  which  was  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Shaw  Society.  After  I’d  read  Howl  and  a  piece 
of  Kaddish,  a  lady  in  the  audience  raised  her  hand  and  ask¬ 
ed  me,  “Mr.  Ginsberg,  why  is  there  so  much  homosexual  ref¬ 
erence  in  your  poetry?”  And  I  couldn’t  understand  what  she 
meant.  I  said,  “Because  I’m  queer.”  Suddenly  I  realized  that 
she  and  everybody  else  thought  that  lines  like  “got  fucked  in 
the  ass  by  handsome  sailors  and  screamed  with  joy”  was  my 
way  of  trying  to  shock  people  or  something,  rather  than 
simply  a  humorous  poetic  image  of  reality. 

I  realized  that  the  American  public  was  so  brainwashed 
that  they  thought  that  homosexuality  was  a  condition  that 
someone  like  Oscar  Wilde  adopted  as  a  stylistic  mode  in 
order  to  shock  people  aesthetically,  or  something  on  that 
order  of  dopiness.  So  that  got  reported  in  Time  magazine, 
and  everywhere  else. 

Will:  Time  magazine,  oh  no  [ laughing]  .  . . 

Allen:  Yes,  it  was  really  funny.  Well,  I  realized  how  odd  it 
was,  because  my  answer  was  just  so  ordinary,  so  matter-of- 
fact.  But  actually.  Time  magaizne  made  it  worse.  They 
quoted  me  as  saying,  “Because  I’m  queer,  Madame,”  which 
is  much  different  than  the  almost  blurting  out,  naive, 
straight-forward,  “Because  I’m  queer.”  And  it  took  me  years 
to  erase  that  Madame  and  to  correct  that  That  meant  that 
they  guy  who  was  writing  for  Time,  whoever  quoted  it  that 
way,  was  still  under  this  Oscar  Wilde  “love  that  dare  not 
speak  its  name”  shock  aesthetic  hallucination.  He  made  out 
that  I  was  saying  “Madame”  as  a  mockery,  rather  than  just 
as  a  totally  straight-forward  answer. 

ON  WRITING 

Will:  Do  you  have  any  specific  procedures  for  your 
writing? 


next  to  your  bed  along  with  some  pens. 

Allen:  In  the  middle  of  the  night,  if  I  have  a  dream  or  a 
thought.  I  just  get  up  and  write. 

Will:  So  you  have  a  journal  or  a  notebook  near  you  at  all 
times? 

Allen:  Yeah,  and  I  generally  write  in  bed  during  the  morn¬ 
ing  or  at  night  ami  then  I  cam  a  small  one  around  in  mv 
breast  pocket.  I’ve  always  got  my  axe  ready  —  lots  of  pens 
and  materials  for  writing. 

Will:  Once  you've  written  things  the  first  time  do  vou  go 
back  over  again  and  again  and  again? 

Allen:  I  forget  it  for  a  long  time.  Then,  I'll  maybe  xerox  it 
out  of  my  notebook  and  type  it  up.  just  as  is.  I'll  read  it  a 
couple  of  times.  Usually  it’s  good  enough.  It  might  need  an 
adjustment  of  four  or  five  lines  out  of  fifty. 

Will:  Is  it  mostly  stream  of  consciousnes? 

Allen:  No,  no,  it’s  mostly  collected  awareness,  recollection 
of  insights  on  the  spot,  with  several  slogans  as  guideposts. 

So  the  main  slogans  I  use  are  (William  Carlos  Williams). 

“No  ideas,  but  in  things,”  which  is  the  same  thing  as  say¬ 
ing,  “The  natural  object  is  the  adequate  symbol”  (Ezra 
Pound),  which  is  the  same  thing  as  saying,  “Things  are  sym¬ 
bols  of  themselves”  (Chogyam  Trungpa),  which  is  the  same 
thing  as  saying,  “Details  are  the  life  of  prose”  (Jack 
Kerouac),  which  is  the  same  thing  as  saying,  “Pay  attention 
to  minute  particulars,  take  care  of  the  little  ones”  (William 
Blake),  and  corollary  to  that,  “If  the  mind  is  shapely,  the 
art  will  be  shapely”  (Kerouac),  and  corollary  to  that,  “First 
thought,  best  thought,”  .  .  .  the  first  naked  underneath 
thought  is  the  best  thought.  Before  you  socialize  it,  pretty  it 
up,  dress  it  up.  You've  got  to  have  raw  insight  .  .  . 

I  try  to  keep  my  eye  on  the  objective  world  and  let  my 
imagination  fill  in  the  gaps,  but  there’s  some  kind  of  realis¬ 
tic  grounding  or  base.  So  that  the  writing  isn’t  totally  free 
association  in  the  sense  of  just  mindless  floating  of  mixed-up 
images,  forced  images.  You  let  it  come  naturally  to  your 
mind,  in  the  course  of  writing  down  something.  If  I  have  a 
dream,  I  let  my  thoughts  rise  naturally  in  the  course  of  des¬ 
cribing  it. 


Will:  Do  you  dream  often? 

Allen:  I  dream  every  night.  I  tend  to  write  a  lot  of  poetry 
in  pieces  of  conversational  phrases.  Let’s  see,  what’s  the  last 
thing  I  wrote.  I’ve  been  travelling,  so  I  haven't  been  writing 
much  .  .  .  [flips  through  pages  of  journal]: 

It's  happening  now,  the  end  of  the  earth! 

It's  happening  now,  the  days  of  apocalypse! 

On  the  5:40  a.m.  subway  through  Times  Square, 

There  are  murderers,  knives  and  corpses. 

Old  ladies  sitting  dead  with  dresses  and  suits  and 
earphones. 

Listening  to  mechanical  disco  in  infinite  space. 

Sobs  as  the  universe  of  Walkman. 

It's  happening  now! 

Many  nations  build  up  their  stocks  of  fiery r  bombs. 

Gases,  bacteria,  laser  guns,  fruit  fly  recombinant 
prolophasm. 

You  know  there's  a  war,  like  in  the  movies. 

Like  in  the  dream  I  had  ten  years  ago 
When  the  black  cloud  passed  over  my  head  on  the  flat 
roads 

And  tanks  and  bombers  moved  yonder  just  at  the 
horizon. 

I  didn't  remember  who  I  was  ... 


I  just  accumulate.  And  maybe  a  year  later.  Til  go  through 
it  all  and  type  up  the  few  pages  that  are  intelligent,  poems, 
like  that  the  about  it’s  happening  now,  with  a  description  of 
people  sitting  dead  on  the  subway,  listening  to  the 
Walkman.  It’s  sort  of  vivid.  So,  whatever’s  vivid  pictorially. 
You  know,  ideas  that  are  in  things  themselves,  descriptions 
of  things.  In  a  year,  you  accumulate  maybe  thirty,  forty  or 
fifty  pages  of  poetry,  then,  maybe  in  four  years,  two  hun¬ 
dred  pages.  And  then  you’ve  got  to  cut  it  all  down  to  just 
the  best  ones,  maybe  one  hundred  pages  all  together.  Then 
you’ve  got  a  book  —  Plutonium  Ode,  1977-80  —  which  came 
out  this  January.  It’s  easy.  You’ve  got  to  just  do  it.  Rather, 
all  you’ve  got  to  do  is  have  the  continuity.  See,  I’ve  been  do¬ 
ing  this  now  for  thirty  years.  With  the  continuity,  the  same 
kind  of  notebook,  always  attentive  and  always  there,  a 
thread  going  through,  a  search  for  more  awareness  basically 


FROM  MANTRA-GH ANTING  TO  NEW  WAVE 

Will:  Why  did  you  decide  to  get  involved  in  the  contempor¬ 
ary  music  scene? 

Allen:  It  was  a  long  evolution,  from  the  most  ancient, 
mantra-chanting,  which  1  began  in  India,  just  intuitively, 
then  on  returning  to  America,  meeting  Boh  Dvlan  almost 
immedialclv.  I  first  heard  a  record  of  his  that  some  kid 
played  me  way  hack  in  1963.  I  thought.  "Gee.  that's  a  great 
genius,”  and  then  I'd  he  crying  that  some  voung  kid  had 
risen  up  out  of  the  plains  and  was  hurling  prophetic  thun¬ 
derbolts  all  over  America. 

W  hen  1  was  in  Chicago  in  1968.  it  seemed  to  me  that 
America  was  so  tragieallv  doomed  to  sorrow,  pain,  and 
guilt,  and  retribution,  anger  and  violence  that  I  kept  hearing 
a  tune  that  I  heard  in  my  head  when  1  looked  at  Neal 
Cassady's  ashes  in  a  silken  hag  in  his  widow's  house.  I 
heard  a  line  of  Blake,  that  ran  through  my  head  over  and 
over.  Ever  since  childhood.  1  heard  it  almost  as  music: 

Vain  the  sword,  and  vain  the  bow 
They  never  can  work  war's  overthrow 
A  tear  is  an  intellectual  thing 
and  the  sigh  is  the  sword  of  an  angel  king. 

And  1  kept  hearing  that  Isings]:  “Vain  the  sword  and  vain 
the  bow,  they  never  can  work  war's  overthrow.” 

I  put  that  to  music,  and  sang  it  in  an  ojren  field  at  the 
Democratic  Convention  Festival  of  Life.  Phil  Ochs  was 
there,  so  I  sang  it  to  him.  1  started  putting  Blake's  “Songs  of 
Innocence  and  Experience”  into  music,  hut  1  only  knew  one 
chord,  ’cause  I’d  been  singing  one  chord,  monochordal 
music.  The  night  I  came  home  to  the  farm,  from  the 
Chicago  Tear  Gas  Convention,  1  stayed  up  all  night,  in  this 
state  of  inspiration  and  despair  .  .  .  When  1  came  home.  1 
stayed  up  all  night  and  recorded  on  a  little  recording 
machine  all  of  the  almost  20  songs  by  Blake,  inventing  the 
melodies  as  I  went  up,  real  long,  all  night  long.  1  did  it  for 
two  nights  actually.  And  then,  it  took  me  'til  around  three 
years  later  to  work  all  of  these  melodies  out  and  find  chord 
changes  and  everything.  I  did  it  on  an  old  pipe  organ.  M<»sl- 
lv  on  one  chord.  In  the  middle  of  one  song,  1  discovered 
that  for  the  tune  1  had  1  had  to  find  a  different  chord  to 
make  it  otherwise.  I  discovered  there  were  two  chords. 

In  1968  I  went  into  a  recording  studio  with  a  couple  of 
friends.  There  were  some  great  musicians,  black  jazz  music¬ 
ians,  like  Don  Cherry,  Eivin  Jones.  Some  of  them  were 
recommended  to  me  by  Charlie  Mingus  whom  I  knew  a  long 
time  and  who  liked  my  chanting.  We  made  an  album  of 
that:  Songs  of  Innocence  and  Experience. 

A  couple  years  later,  I  did  work  with  Dylan.  1  was  in  the 
Rolling  Thunder  tour.  1  didn’t  do  any  music  except  for  play¬ 
ing  finger  cymbals  and  percussion  in  a  couple  songs  and 
sing  in  the  chorus.  But  I  acted  a  lot  in  his  movie  .  .  . 

Folkways  came  out  with  a  record  First  Blues  done  solo 
with  harmonium  in  1972.  That  just  came  out  a  month  ago. 
So  what  exists  now,  or  will  exist,  is  solo  with  the  harmon¬ 
ium  from  '72,  real  early  work,  and  then  full-scale  jazz  hand 
and  rock-and-roll.  So  I’m  lucky.  I've  got  a  whole  archive  of 
development. 

Will:  And  it  all  came  out  at  about  the  same  time  .  .  . 

Allen:  For  some  reason  or  other,  it  all  came  out  at  once. 
Then  I  ran  into  a  rock-and-roll  hand  in  Denver  called  the 
Gluons  and  Mike  Chapelle. 

Will:  How  did  you  run  into  the  Gluons? 

Allen:  Mike  Chapelle  came  to  a  poetry  reading  at  the  Blue 
Note,  a  new  wave  club  in  Boulder.  I  read  “Birdhrain”  and 
he  thought  that  was  great.  So  he  said,  “Let’s  do  it  as  a  rock- 
and-roll  number.”  I  said,  “Hell.”  And  he  says,  "Well,  let’s 
have  a  date,  and  we’ll  put  it  together.”  We  went  down  to 
Denver  and  played  in  some  new  wave  club  there.  It  came 
out  all  right,  so  we  decided  to  record  it.  W  ax  Trax,  which  is 
a  Vanguard  record  center  in  Denver,  put  up  a  thousand 
dollars  to  do  it.  That’s  scattered  all  over  the  country  now. 

Last  summer  I  went  to  Bonds  in  New  York,  which  is  a  big 
rock  lounge,  right  on  43rd  or  44th  and  Broadway  to  hear 
the  Clash.  Somebody  who  knew  me  asked  me  to  come  and 
meet  Joe  Strummer  and  Mick  Jones.  So  I  walked  in  their 
dressing  room  and  Strummer  said,  "Well  Ginsherg,  when  are 
you  gonna  run  for  President?”  So  I  said,  "Never  or  I’ll  wind 
up  in  a  Diamond  Hell.” 

He  said,  “You  got  any  poems  you  can  read  to  our 
audience?  ’Cause  we  had  somebody  giving  lectures  on  El 
Salvador  and  they  were  throwing  tomatoes.”  So  I  said, 

“Well  I  got  a  rhymed  poem  that  has  chord  changes,  you 
want  to  try  that?”  So  we  rehearsed  “Capitol  Air,”  [sings]  “I 
don’t  like  the  government  where  I  live  .  . .”  And  we  went 
out  ten  minutes  later  on  stage  and  did  it. 

continued  on  page  10 
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I  noticed  that  when  you  go  to  sleep,  you  put  your  notebook 
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Ward,  Rizzo  &  Lund 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 


•  Relationship  Contracts 

•  Wills 

•  Domestic  Relations 

•  Corporate  Matters 


•  Immigration 

•  Civil  N.  Criminal  Litigation 

•  Real  Estate  Transactions 

•  Estate  Planning 


Two  Park  Square* Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 
617-426-2020 


GARY  BUSECK  and 
STEPHEN  ANSOLABEHERE 

ATTORNEYS 


landlord/lease  problems 
wills/probate 
real  estate  transactions 
relationship  contracts 


income  tax 
criminal  &  civil  trials 
injury  claims 

partnerships/corporations 


FREE  INITIAL  CONSULTATION 

426-9244 

2  Park  Square,  Boston,  MA  02116 
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•  L«odlord/T«n*nt  •Perioml  Injury 
•  Bntlntii  Problems  •  Wills  and  Probata 

•  Domaatlc  lalattona  •  Civil  and  Criminal 
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THE 


Central  Square,  Cambridge  MA  Seven  Days  a  Week 
492-9545  Wed.  2  for  1 


expressions 

•  therapy  for  women: 

!  individuals,  couples,  groups 

i  •  lesbian  relationship  issues  •  sexuality 

•  incesl/abuse  •  removing  barriers  to  intimacy  666-5697  sliding  scale 

The  Staff  and  Board  of  Directors 
of  Gay  Community  News  would 
like  to  thank  Michael  Campbell, 
Robin  MacCormack  and  every¬ 
one  else  at  BUDDIES  for  the 
benefit  dance  they  held  in  June 
to  help  us  out  and  for  their  long 
history  of  support  for  the  paper. 


Franklin  W.  Dixon 


Made  me  Queer 


THE  HARDY  BOYS 


Joe  Hardy  looked  out  of  the 
second-floor  window. 

“ That  man  leaving  here 
is  certainly  excited,  ” 
he  said  to  his  brother. 

from  While  the  Clock  Ticked  by 
Franklin  W.  Dixon  (1932) 


By  Michael  Bronski 

In  the  earlier  part  of  the  past 
decade  much  of  my  social  life  — 
and  that  of  my  friends  —  was 
spent  attending  political  meetings: 
organizational  meetings,  publica¬ 
tion  meetings,  demonstration 
meetings,  and  perhaps  most 
importantly,  consciousness  raising 
groups.  Ostensibly,  the  purpose  of 
such  groups  was  to  talk  about  and 
exchange  our  experiences,  feelings 
and  thoughts.  (The  actual  purpose 
of  the  groups  was  to  meet  people 
since  bars  were  considered,  at  this 
point  in  time,  very  Politically  In¬ 
correct.)  Time  and  again  during 
these  meetings  talk  would  turn  to 
our  first  realizations  of  our  sex¬ 
uality,  and  (because  I  had  general¬ 
ly  segregated  myself  to  a  middle- 


class  college  crowd)  we  would 
begin  talking  about  the  books  we 
had  “found”  in  high  school, 
books  that  in  some  way  related  to 
our  secret  sexual  lives  and  feel¬ 
ings.  The  titles  are  long  familiar 
now:  Parts  of  Boys  and  Girls 
Together,  the  descriptions  of 
Rodney’s  body  in  Peyton  Place, 
the  anal  inspection  scene  in  The 
Caine  Mutiny  Court  Martial,  and 
the  homoerotic  tensions  in  Calder 
Willingham’s  End  as  a  Man. 

As  nice  as  it  was  to  talk  about 
these  books  —  and  have  the 
opportunity  to  have  sex  with 
others  who  had  read  them  —  I  was 
always  aware  that  although  they 
were  important  for  me  in  my  high 
school  years  there  were  other 
books  which  1  had  read  much  ear¬ 
lier  in  life  that  probably  had  a 
more  lasting  and  forming  effect 
on  my  present  sexuality  and 
desires. 

I  would  never  say  that  I  had  an 
isolated  childhood:  several  sib¬ 
lings  of  either  sex  and  several  close 
friends  filled  my  playing  hours.  It 
was  true  that  I  did  have  a  passion 
for  reading  once  I  had  started  — 
somewhere  at  the  end  of  second 


grade  —  and  perhaps  (as  Lily 
Tomlin  once  said)  I  didn’t  feel 
that  I  had  a  lot  in  common  with  a 
bunch  of  seven-year-old  illiter¬ 
ates.  Although  my  first  great  read¬ 
ing  bouts  were  primarily  chil¬ 
dren’s  series  books  —  especially 
The  Hardy  Boys  and  Nancy  Drew 
—  it  was  devotional  literature  that 
inspired  and  prompted  my  first 
urges  to  handle  the  printed  word. 

I  can  remember  one  of  the  first 
books  I  ever  read  was  a  very  sim¬ 
ple  biography  of  St.  Benedict  and 
his  twin  sister,  St.  Scholastica.  I 
attended  a  parochial  school  and 
my  first  grade  teacher  was  named 
Sister  Scholastica,  so  the  book 
seemed  to  have  a  special  meaning 
for  me.  (I  have  always  wondered 
if  she  was  actually  given  the  name 
Scholastica  at  birth  or  if  she  was 
merely  the  last  novice  in  line  and 
got  stuck  with  it).  Anyway,  I  just 
adored  the  book  because  it  told 
how  Benedict  went  off  into  the 
wilderness  with  a  group  of  men 
and  formed  a  monastery  where 
they  all  lived  together,  and  his 
twin  went  off  to  her  wilderness 
and  lived  with  all  the  women.  It 
seemed  to  me  then,  a  splendid 
idea;  perhaps  it’s  not  all  that 
inapplicable  today.  I  recall  being 
comforted  by  this  vision  of  men 
living  together,  but  was  certain  — 
due  to  a  grave  amount  of  Chris¬ 
tian  morality  and  modesty  —  that 
they  never  saw  one  another  naked 
and  all  had  separate  bathrooms. 
This  imperfect  notion  of  happi¬ 
ness  was  soon  shed  in  second 
grade  when  my  reading  habits 
expanded  and  I  discovered  that  it 
was  all  right  to  take  clothes  off  if 
nobody  was  watching. 

A  close  correlative  to  this  reli¬ 
gious  reading  was  the  discovery  of 
The  Lives  of  the  Saints.  In  school 
we  were  always  regaled  with  the 
exploits  and  usually  horrible 
deaths  of  any  number  of  God’s 
servants;  since  all  children  are  a 
bit  bloodthirsty  and  gruesome,  we 
loved  every  detail  and  elabora¬ 
tion.  (It  was  also  much  better  than 
arithmetic.)  These  stories  were 
always  accompanied  by  Holy 
Cards  (small  2 Vi"  x  ^Vi"  luridly 
printed  depictions  of  saints  with 
all  their  iconography  and  afflic¬ 
tions)  passed  up  and  down  the 
aisles  by  the  presiding  teacher. 
The  favorite  of  these  was,  of 
course,  St.  Sebastian:  all  that 
lovely  naked  flesh,  the  tantalizing- 
ly  draped  loin  cloth,  the  freshly 
shot  arrows  piercing  the  body, 
and,  best  of  all,  he  was  tied  to  a 
tree. 

The  image  of  St.  Sebastian  has 
become  so  commonplace  in  gay 
semiotics  that  it  is  jejune  and  car¬ 
ries  none  of  the  import  of  excite- 


Bohemian  Truths 


continued  from  page  9 

Will:  And  what  did  they  think? 

Allen:  Well,  we  told  an  engineer 
to  turn  the  words  up  above  the  in¬ 
struments,  which  is  something 
Dylan  had  told  me.  “Always  mix 
the  voice  and  words  above  the 
instruments.”  So  everybody  heard 
it  for  the  first  time  and  everybody 
liked  it. 

They  went  back  to  England 
after  1  heard  him  say,  “Let’s 
record  together.”  And  when  they 
came  back,  they  called  me  up,  in¬ 
vited  me  down  to  their  recording 
studio,  “The  Electric  Lady.” 
Strummer  said,  “You’re  the 
greatest  poet  in  America.  Why 
don’t  you  improve  these  lyrics?” 
He  handed  me  a  tune  named 
“Ghetto  Defendant.”  I  began 
making  suggestions,  and  he  liked 
them  and  took  them. 

Like  instead  of  saying,  “The  ad¬ 
miral  lies  asleep,”  I  said,  “The  ad¬ 
miral  snores  command.”  And  in¬ 


stead  of  “lines  across  the  oceans,” 
I  said,  “submarines  boil  oceans” 
and  “armies  fight  suns.”  Then  he 
asked  me  to  get  on  the  microphone 
and  sing  basso  underneath  his 
voice.  So  we  have  that  one,  “Ghet¬ 
to  Defendant.”  And  I  worked  on  a 
couple  of  lyrics.  (Ginsberg’s  ef¬ 
forts  on  "Ghetto  Defendant” 
were  released  on  the  latest  Clash 
album,  Combat  Rock.) 

I  went  out  on  a  reading  tour  and 
1  ran  into  Dylan.  We  had  a  long 
talk  for  the  first  time  in  years.  He 
said  he  was  building  a  studio  and  I 
said,  “Oh,  can  I  record  in  it?” 
And  he  said,  “Sure.”  I  said,  “Will 
you  play?”  because  years  ago  he’d 
said,  Anytime  you  need  to  make  a 
record,  just  let  me  know  and  I’ll 
back  you  up.  He  said,  “I  play 
bass.”  I  was  real  thrilled,  but  then 
other  people  told  me  he  doesn't 
play  bass  so  good. 

But  then,  we  went  to  his  studio 
and  I  had  these  two  new  songs, 
“The  Airplane  Blues”: 

I’m  alone  in  the  sky 


There  ain  ’t  nothing  to  lose 
The  sun ’s  not  eternal 
That’s  why  there’s  the  blues 
Majestical  jailhouse 
Our  joys  in  a  cage 
Hearts  full  of  hatred 
Will  outlast  my  old  age. 

[I]  sang  that  as  a  slow  blues  —  and 
“Do  the  Meditation  Rock.”  So  I 
got  those  two  pieces  out,  enough 
for  a  single. 

“NO  LONGER  LIKE 
A  BULL  .  . 

Will:  Let’s  say  you’re  black  or 
let’s  say  you’re  gay.  You’re  stand¬ 
ing  there  in  the  subway  and  some¬ 
one  yells,  “You  goddamned  fag¬ 
got,”  or  “You  dirty  nigger.” 
Now,  what  do  you  do  about  that? 

Allen:  At  first,  there’s  no  need 
to  get  paranoid.  The  problem  is 
not  to  escalate  or  solidify  the  con¬ 
ception  in  the  guy’s  mind  by  op¬ 
posing  it  with  force.  What  you  do 
is  explode  it  by  filling  his  language 
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ment  it  once  did  to  young  children 
in  the  early  fifties.  We  were  told  to 
do  our  own  readings  of  saints’ 
lives  and  I  was  all  too  willing  to 
see  what  other  treasures  lay  in 
wait.  Even  if  most  of  the  pictures 
were  fairly  tame  (1  imagine  icon¬ 
ography  and  the  finer  points  of 
hagiography  are  lost  on  eight- 
year-olds),  the  texts  were  generally 
chock  full  of  details.  I  don’t  know 
what  happened  to  the  rest  of  my 
classmates,  but  all  this  stuff 
caught  my  fancy  and  has  lingered 
these  past  twenty-five  years. 

Having  developed  a  taste  for 
sado-masochism  at  an  early  age,  I 
was  soon  to  broaden  my  horizons 
and  social  interactions  by  reading 
books  in  which  men  interecated 
with  one  another  rather  than  with 
God.  Somewhere  at  the  end  of 
second  grade  I  began  reading  the 
Hardy  Boys  Series  by  Franklin  W. 
Dixon.  I  had  developed  no  taste 
for  the  pseudo-scientific  antics  of 
Tom  Swift  or  the  Rousseau-like 
atmosphere  of  Bomba  the  Jungle 
Boy,  but  the  rather  everyday 
extraordinary  adventures  of 
Frank  and  Joe  Hardy  and  their 
“chums”  seemed  both  suitable  to 
myself  and  my  elders.  Joe  Hardy 
was  always  described  as  a  “blond, 
seventeen-year-old”  while  his 
brother  Frank  was  “dark-haired 
and  a  year  older.”  These  descrip¬ 
tions  —  not  unlike  the  repeated 
images  in  saint’s  life  after  saint’s 
life  —  appear  in  every  book  and 
while  I  certainly  enjoyed  it  when 
the  enterprising  brothers  solved 
The  Short  Wave  Mystery  or  The 
Secret  of  the  Lost  Tunnel  or  even 
Footsteps  Under  the  Window  (one 
of  their  truly  dumb  cases),  I  was 
always  looking,  waiting  for  more 
exact  details  of  the  blond,  seven- 
teen-year-old  Joe  and  his  slightly 
older,  dark-haired  brother.  I  was 
especially  pleased  when  in  The 
Mystery  at  Devil’s  Paw  they  had 
to  undress  in  the  boathouse  and 
swim  out  to  a  small  boat.  The  situ¬ 
ation  was  even  more  gratifying 
because  the  frontispiece  (usually 
the  only  picture  in  the  book) 
showed  both  brothers  —  the 
older,  dark-haired  Frank,  and  his 
slightly  younger,  blond  brother 
Joe  —  in  near  undress.  And 
believe  me,  it  was  really  hard  to 
find  any  pictures  of  men  in  their 
underwear  in  the  50’s. 

But  all  this  talk  of  the  two 
brothers  is  actually  beside  the 
point.  Although  I  enjoyed  con¬ 
templating  their  bodies  —  one 
blond,  the  other  darker  and  a  year 
older  —  I  can  clearly  remember 
having  my  first  sexual  fantasy 
about  their  super  sleuth  father: 
Fenton  Hardy.  Fenton  is  hardly 
ever  described  in  the  books.  He  is 
occasionally  referred  to  as  “lean” 
or  “graying,”  but  it  is  certainly 
indicated  that  he  is  handsome, 
mature,  respected,  and  to  my 
quickly  acquiring  mind,  sexy. 
Although  clever  for  their  seven¬ 
teen  and  one  respective  older  year, 


the  brothers  paled  in  my  mind 
next  to  their  father.  There  was 
something  ordinary  about  the 
brothers,  something  com¬ 
monplace  next  to  their  mysterious 
father.  I  can  remember  once  —  I 
think  it  was  The  Phantom 
Freighter  —  Fenton  was  trapped 
in  a  small  room  and  the  boys  had 
to  find  and  rescue  him.  They  were 
rather  dimwitted  about  it  as  I 
recall,  but  I  didn’t  care.  I 
remember  stopping  my  reading 
and  letting  my  imagination  take 
over.  (The  phantom  freighter 
could  have  sunk  for  all  1  cared.) 
There  were  Fenton  and  I,  alone, 
locked  in  a  small  room.  I’m  not 
sure  I  knew  exactly  what  sex  was, 
or  what  it  was  we  did  exactly,  but 
I  know  that  I  had  his  clothes  off 
—  that  “lean,”  “greying”  body 
next  to  mine,  locked  in  a  small 
room,  has  stayed  with  me  as  much 
as  any  other  childhood  memory. 


A  curious  irony  occurred 
sometime  around  fourth  or  fifth 
grade.  I  had  gone  through  most  of 
the  Hardy  Boys  books  and  had 
moved  onto  the  Nancy  Drew  ser¬ 
ies.  I  actually  liked  Nancy  a  little 
better  because  she  seemed  a  bit 
smarter  than  the  Hardy  brothers 
and  she  drove  a  red  roadster.  I’m 
not  sure  what  kind  of  car  Frank 
and  Joe  had,  but  a  red  roadster 
seemed  much  more  fashionable  to 
my  young  queen  mind.  Anyway, 
Nancy  and  her  dullard  boyfriend 
Ned  (a  real  dolt  that  Nancy  always 
had  to  get  out  of  trouble)  were 
having  their  little  mysteries  and  I 
was  enjoying  the  sexual  favors  of 
Nancy’s  lawyer  father,  Carson 
Drew.  Described  in  all  the  books 
as  “lean”  and  “greying”  I  was 
clearly  getting  into  a  “type.” 

My  change  in  reading  habits 
apparently  bothered  my  parents 
because  they  sent  me  to  see  a  child 
psychologist  to  be  sure  that  I  was 
“adjusting”  correctly.  I  hardly 
remember  anything  about  the  inci¬ 
dent,  but  my  parents  told  me  years 
later  that  they  were  afraid  that  I’d 
grow  into  a  homosexual  because 
of  reading  Nancy  Drew  books. 
The  psychologist  assured  them 
that  there  was  nothing  wrong  with 
me.  I  assume  that  I  didn’t  mention 
my  times  with  Fenton  in  the  small 


room  or  Carson  in  his  book-lined 
study  (I  had  never  seen  a  book- 
lined  study;  I  liked  the  idea) 
because  she  surely  would  have 
found  something  peculiar  about 
it.  So  with  the  blessings  of  modern 
thought  I  continued  reading  both 
the  adventures  of  the  Hardy  Boys 
and  Nancy  Drew. 

As  time  went  on  and  I  ran  out 
of  series  titles  I  became  an  avid 
reader  of  most  everything,  but 
always  mindful  of  anything  that 
was  a  turn-on.  I  was  reaching  an 
age  where  innocence  was  no 
longer  charming  and  childlike, 
and  was  getting  a  pretty  good  idea 
of  what  it  was  I  did  want  to  do 
with  Fenton  and  Carson.  I  began 
plundering  the  classics.  Not  only 
did  you  get  points  in  school  for 
readng  “important”  books,  but 
with  the  proper  imagination  many 
books  became  a  gold  mine  of  sex¬ 
ual  fantasy:  the  homoerotic  romp- 
ings  in  all  Cooper’s  Leatherstock¬ 
ing  Tales  (ruined  only  by  possibly 
the  worst  prose  in  the  history  of 
American  fiction);  the  exciting 
floggings  in  Two  Years  Before  the 
Mast\  the  torture  in  Ivanhoe-,  the 
not-so-covert  goings-on  in  Moby 
Dick.  By  the  time  I  was  thirteen  or 
fourteen  I  finally  got  to  Poe  and 
can  remember  being  thrown  into  a 
real  maelstrom  of  sexual  frenzy  by 
the  ending  of  The  Narrative  of  A. 
Gordon  Pym.  I  think  that  it  was 
by  this  time  that  1  was  secure  in 
my  sexual  desires  and  fantasies. 
There  would  be  several  more  years 
before  I  would  begin  acting  them 
out  with  other  men  —  and  several 
more  years  after  that  that  I  would 
begin  to  act  out  all  of  them  —  but 
here  I  was,  on  the  brink  of  man¬ 
hood,  ruined  —  delightfully  ruin¬ 
ed  —  by  books. 

Leslie  Fiedler,  in  Love  and 
Death  in  the  American  Novel, 
does  a  great  deal  of  speculation  on 
homoerotic  and  sado-masochistic 
elements  that  run  through  almost 
all  American  fiction.  And  while 
his  study  is  interesting  and  in 
many  places  deeply  perceptive,  I 
read  the  book  with  a  certain  passe 
feeling.  So  much  of  it  wasn’t  a 
matter  of  analysis  for  me:  I  felt 
that  I  had  lived  it.  It’s  a  nice  rela¬ 
tionship  to  have  with  literature. 
I’ve  always  liked  reading  pornog¬ 
raphy  because  it  had  a  visceral, 
physical  effect  upon  me.  Thinking 
back  on  it,  the  same  is  true  of 
Moby  Dick  and  other  books. 
Although  there  is  a  world  of  dif¬ 
ference  between  the  writings  of 
Herman  Melville  and  The  Hardy 
Boys  series,  I  think  that  both  have 
contributed  to  what  I  am  today:  a 
sado-masochist  who  runs  after 
older  men. 

As  usual  there  is  no  justice  in 
the  world.  My  parents  still  proba¬ 
bly  think  that  it’s  all  Nancy 
Drew’s  fault  (women  really  do  get 
blamed  for  most  everything). 
When  all  the  time  it  was  Franklin 
W.  Dixon  who  made  me  queer. 
And  ain’t  it  wonderful? 


and  his  mind  with  sunny  air,  you 
air  it  out.  You  might  say,  “I  am 
not”  [in  typical  camp  tone].  You 
know,  humor.  Or  you  might  say, 
“How  did  you  know?”  or  “Yes 
Marty,”  or  “I  am  not,  I’m  Presi¬ 
dent  Ronald  Reagan.”  Get  under 
his  skin  and  turn  it  around. 

Will:  What  should  you  do  in  the 
situation  when  someone  really 
violent  is  coming  at  you?  Were 
you  ever  mugged? 

Will:  The  poem  tells  the  whole 
story.  What  I  did  was  start  chant¬ 
ing  “Om,  Ah,  Hum”  to  cut 
through  the  fear,  to  end  the 
adrenalin  flow  and  bring  it  back 
to  ordinary  mind. 

Will:  So  you  never  would 
counter  force  with  force? 

Allen:  It  might  be  necessary. 
You  know.  I’ve  never  been  in  a 
situation  where  I  had  to  counter 
force  with  force,  where  I  couldn’t 


get  out  of  it  by  some  kind  of  odd 
vibration  of  sound,  like  “Om, 
Ah,  Hum”  coming  from  the 
abdomen.  It  comes  from  such  an 
unexpected,  quiet  place  that  it 
puzzles  people.  There’s  no  chance 
of  expanding  your  own  adrenalin. 
It  just  cuts  out  your  own 
adrenalin.  Basically,  what  it  is  is 
sabotaging  your  central  nervous 
system  with  sound  vibrations. 
Though,  I  am  sure  there  are  situa¬ 
tions  in  El  Salvador  when  you 
maybe  would  have  to  get  violent 
and  what  I  would  do  there  I  don’t 
know.  But  I  haven’t  been  in  that 
situation  myself  yet,  or  if  I  have, 
I’ve  always  been  able  to  get  away 
from  it. 

Will:  How  do  you,  or  how 
should  we,  try  to  end  violence? 

Allen:  One  thing  I  can  control  is 
my  own  consciousness.  You  can’t 
control  somebody  else’s.  If  you 
alter  your  own,  you  have  a  chance 
to  affect  others.  That’s  ancient 


wisdom.  “Master  thyself,  then 
others  shall  be  there  ...”  Begin 
with  yourself  and  spread  out  from 
there.  Begin  someplace  where  you 
can  begin  practically,  for  real. 

Once  you  get  the  clarity  of 
mind,  [you  are]  no  longer  like  a 
bull  charging  a  red  flag.  See,  the 
analogy  is  you  get  angry  and  then 
years  later  you  discover  that  the 
thing  you  got  angry  at  wasn’t  the 
cause  of  what  the  problem  was. 
You  know  how  people  got  angry 
at  Lyndon  Johnson,  and  they  got 
angry  at  Nixon,  and  they  got 
angry  at  Haig  and  then  they  got 
angry  at  Reagan.  You  know,  the 
bull  fighter  is  waving  the  red  flag 
and  the  dumb  bull  is  charging  the 
red  flag,  not  the  bull  fighter,  or 
not  just  simply  turning  around 
and  going  the  other  direction. 

Will:  So  you  think  that  it’s  really 
stupid  to  get  mad  at  the  President 
of  the  United  States  because  he’s 
only  a  symptom  of  a  whole  system. 

continued  on  page  12 


542-51M 


Services 

Formerly 

4  ^"sedaZ "eZn  MW  s,nce  1911 

80  Boylston  St.,  Suite  855.  Boston.  MA  02116 


Threshold 

personal  counseling 

Beyond  the  difficulties  of  corning  out  lie 
the  needs  to  develop  a  career  and  to 
maintain  close  friendships. 


Coolidge  Corner 
Reasonable  Fees 


Ph.D.  Cognitive  Therapy 


Brookl  ine 

566-0646 


behavior 
associates 
of  boston 


Serving  the  Community 

Weight  Control  •  Social  Skills  Training 

Anxiety  Reduction  •  Phobias 

Depression  •  Hypnosis 

Assertiveness  Training  •  Counseling 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Couples  Counseling 

For  a  consultation  with  one  of  our  licensed 
psychologists,  social  workers  or  career  counselors, 
call  262-9116 

45  NEWBURY  STREET,  BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115  267-7573 

Mori.  Thurs.  9am  9pm  Friday  9am-6pm  Sat  9am  9pm 
Wed.  6:30-8pm  Walk-in  VD  Test  mg /Treat  ment 

Services  Include 

•  Specialty  care  including  minor  surgery,  dermatology,  infectious  diseases, 
gynecology,  podiatry  (including  sports  medicine),  nutrition,  family  practice,  and 
psychiatry 

•  Board  certified  gay/lesbian  physicians  and  nurse  practitioners  available 

COMPLETELY  RENOVATED  FACILITIES 

•  Barrier  free  •  94  Hour  Physician  On  Call  Service 

•  Patients  needing  to  be  hospitalized  are  admitted  to  the  Beth  Israel  Hospital 

•  Nationally  recognized  specialists  in  the  diagnosis/ treat  ment  of 
sexually  transmitted  diseases 

10  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/ LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 
375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


LAWRENCE  D.  FARRELL 
LICENSED  THERAPIST 

Individual  and 
Relationship  Issues 
Special  Interest  and 
Experience 
Working  With 
Black  Men  and  Women 

482-0557  By  Appointment 
Insurance  Accepted 


David  Bellville 

AND  ASSOCIATES 

career  counseling 
assertiveness  training 
therapy  for  individuals 
couples,  groups 

Copley  Sq.  (617)  739-7803 
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Ginsberg  Interviewed 


The  Pied  Piper 


Presents 


An  evening  with 


ftVA- 


*!•*** 


rji ;  vs.jijij 


Undo  Gerord 
Diane  Marchal 
Bobby  UJetherbee 
Carol  O'Shaughnessy  and  Donn  Hill 
Jim  Lazzell  and  Debbie  Johns 
Cllie  and  Niecey  Boswell 
Toby  Hall 
Austin  Nelson 
Russell  Lamb 


The  Pied  Piper 

195  Commercial  St.,  Provincetoum 
on  Tuesday,  August  24th 

A  Benefit  for  Gay  Community  News 


15V2  Shore  Road 
Ogunquit,  Maine  03907 
207/646-8654 

Stay  at  one  of  Ogunquit’s  newest  guest  houses 
and  enjoy  its  turn  of  the  century  charm  and  grace . 
Complimentary  continental  breakfast  in  our  living 
room  or  on  the  veranda .  All  this  comfort  and  quiet 
near  the  heart  of  Ogunquit  —  just  a  minute’s  walk 
to  the  town  or  beach. 


SUNDAY  SEPTEMBER  12  at  8  PM 

Sanders  Theater  Harvard  University,  Cambridge  MA 

Interpreted  for  the  hearing  impaired  by  ' 

Susan  Freundlich 

Hall  is  wheelchair  accessible;  bathrooms  limited  access. 

Childcare  by  reservation  only;  call  547- 1 378  by  Sept.  9 

TICKETS:  Regular  S8.00  Available  from. 

Contributing  S 1 0  00  CAMBRIDGE  New  Words.  BOSTON:  Hubtickets.  Concert- 
Supporting  S  12.00  Redbook.  Out  of  Town  Ticket  charge  (426-BI8I) 

Agency  CAPE  COD:  P  M  Coffeehouse 

MAIL  ORDER:  Send  money  order  WORCESTER:  The  Uncommon  Community  Action  Building.  S83 
and  self  addressed  stamped  Reader.SI  UnionSt..  791-5127  Main  St..  Hyannis  77 1-1728x6 

envelope  to  Ailegra  Productions.  NORTHAMPTON:  Womonfyre  Womencrafts.  373  Commercial 

267  Allslon  St .  Cambridge  MA  Books.  22  Center  St .  S86  644S  St..  Provmcetown.  487-9854 

02139 

For  more  information  call  547-1 378  or  254-6952 

Phoi©***  irmr  rouny  .  Pi  tun  rtrs-ys  Smson  A  Po«y  l*jie<r+i  •  TyprsfC-rgriayoU  Ciiciff  C*Comp<nmn  492*4  J6 


Pre-Concert  Book  Reception  with 

KATHERINE  BRADY 

author  of  FATHER’S  DAYS 
Saturday.  Sept  1 1 , 2-4  PM 
New  Words  Bookstore  1 86  Hjrnptfwf  St 
C  .vnOhdge  Re<r  cs/rmrrM  s 


Ailegra  Productions  and  Incest  Resources  Inc.  Present 


Olivi.1  R<’(  ofilmtj  Arlisl 


MEG 
CHRISTIAN 

with  Diane  Lindsay 


•Special  Opening  Solo 

by  Diane  Lindsay* 


In  Support  of 


continued  from  page  11 
Allen:  Well: 

To  be  in  anger,  you  good  may  do 
But  no  good  if  the  anger  is  in  you. 

—  Blake 

To  be  attached  to  the  anger 
would  be  a  mistake.  To  have  the 
anger  passing  through  you  and 
not  be  clinging  to  it,  that’s  fine. 
That’s  useful,  it’s  good  therapy. 
But  to  make  an  obsession  of  it  is  a 
sickness.  And  it  tactically  makes 
you  very  imprecise.  You  really 
want  more  to  sound  off  and  get 
your  anger  out  than  to  solve  the 
problem. 

BREATH,  SPIRIT  AND 
“THE  CONDITIONS  OF 
THE  INTERVIEW” 

Will:  You  were  saying  that  when 
you  have  a  relationship  with 
someone,  you  see  both  physical 
and  spiritual  beauty. 

Allen:  They’re  identical.  Yeah, 
so  if  someone’s  spiritually 
beautiful,  you  can  see  it  in  their 
face. 

Will:  OK,  what  is  the  spirit? 


Allen:  Breath.  Spiritus,  Latin: 
breath.  Unobstructed  breath  is 
inspiration.  I  would  dispense  with 
the  word  “soul”  and  I’d  have  to 
use  the  word  “spirit.”  As  a 
meditator,  one  depends  on  an 
observance  of  experience  and 
breath.  As  a  poet,  one  uses  the 
breath.  Thoughts  can  come  out  of 
the  mouth  on  the  breath.  Spirit 
covers  a  lot  of  territory. 

Will:  Each  person  has  their  own 
spirit? 

Allen:  It’s  not  particularly  their 
own.  Everybody’s  breathing. 

Will:  There’s  also  a  collective 
spirit,  then? 

Allen:  It’s  the  same  air  that 
everyone  breathes.  I  try  to  ground 
things  in  some  real  standard.  You 
can  get  somewhere  that  way, 
’cause  you  get  into  where 
everybody’s  at.  Their  ideas,  where 
they  are  physically  .  .  . 

Will:  Do  you  discriminate  on  the 
basis  of  race  or  sex? 

Allen:  I  find  that  probably  I  pay 
more  attention  to  men,  to  young 


men,  in  terms  of  affinity  and 
adhesiveness.  However,  if  I  run 
into  a  distinguished  and  intelligent 
old  man,  I  pay  him  lots  of  atten¬ 
tion,  though  not  erotic  attention. 

1  have  a  lot  of  good  women 
friends,  like  Ellie,  a  friend  for 
years  and  a  confidant,  and  every 
now  and  then  [I’m]  in  her  house 
.  .  .  And  she’ll  give  us  breakfast 
and  be  pleased  that  I’m  pleased,  1 
think.  This  is  our  first  reference  to 
the  conditions  of  the  interview. 
Will:  What? 

Allen:  This  is  our  first  reference 
to  the  conditions  of  the  interview. 
Will:  The  conditions  of  the 
interview? 

Allen:  We’re  in  bed  [chuckle] 
together. 

Will:  Well,  uh,  I  wasn’t  going  to 
mention  that.  It  might  lose  some 
of  its  .  .  . 

Allen:  Not  if  it’s  at  the  end.  Not 
if  it’s  just  casually  referred  to  with 
a  small  hint.  Just  that  one  thing 


Gay  Community  News  and  the  Boston  Film/Video  Foundation  present 


A  Cinematic  Celebration  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Culture 
Friday,  September  10,  through  Sunday,  September  12, 1982 


Friday,  September  10,  at  7  and  9:30  pm. 

Maedchen  in  Uniform ,  Leontine  Sagan's  1931  German  classic,  hailed  by 
Pauhne  Kael  as  “a  legend",  is  a  sensitive  story  erf  an  unhappy  young  stu¬ 
dent  and  her  relationship  with  an  understanding  teacher. 

Un  Chant  d' Amour,  Jean  Genet'6  notorious  fantasy  of  prison  life,  and 
Carol  Clement's  LunaTune,  an  animated  celebration  of  women's 
spirituality. 

Saturday.  September  1L  at  2:30  pm.  only 

Recent  films  and  video  tapes  by  local  independent  lesbian  and  gay  artists 
will  be  screened.  Selection  will  be  completed  by  this  date;  please  check 
local  newspaper  hstings  for  further  details. 

Saturday.  September  1L  at  7  and  9:30  pm. 

Black  Star:  Autobiography  of  a  Close  Friend ,  Tom  Joshn's  film  about 
growing  up  gay  and  becoming  a  filmmaker,  and  Susana  Blaustein’s 
Susana,  a  portrait  of  a  young  Argentine  lesbian  coming  to  terms  with  her 
sexuality  and  her  family's  homophobia.  Joslin's  film  has  been  screened  at 
numerous  museums  and  festivals,  including  the  Museum  of  Modem  Art  in 
New  York  and  on  WGBH-TY  in  Boston;  Susana  was  a  highhght  of  the 
1980  San  Francisco  Gay  Film  Festival. 


Sunday.  September  12,  at  2:30  pm.  only 

Forbidden  Letters.  Arthur  Bressan  Jr.‘s  erotic  portrait  of  a  gay  male  love 
affair.  Michael  Bronski  of  Gar  Community  Aetw:  Forbidden  Letters  .  .  . 
has  managed  to  preserve  and  improve  upon  the  film  sense  of  (most  erotic 
movies)  and  has  added  feeling  and  political  awareness.  It  is  a  moving  and 
satisfying  experience."  (Due  to  the  mature  subject  matter  of  this  film,  no 
one  under  18  will  be  admitted.) 

Sunday.  September  12.  at  7  pm.  only 

Three  documentaries  exploring  the  long  history  of  oppression  of  homo¬ 
sexuals  and  the  continuing  struggle  for  their  rights: 
ff  itches  and  Faggots.  Dykes  and  Poofters,  directed  by  a  collective  of 
Austrahan  filmmakers,  depicts  homophobia  in  their  native  land  using 
a  concise  historical  overview,  and  leading  to  present  day  discrimination. 
Iris  Films'  In  the  Best  Interests  of  the  Children  profiles  the  lives  of  eight 
lesbian  mothers  anti  their  children,  and  Greetings  From  Washington  D.C. 
is  a  record  of  the  March  on  Washington  of  October  1979  in  which  thou¬ 
sands  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  participated. 


All  screenings  at  the  Boston  Film/ Video  Foundation,  1126  Boylston  Street, 
one  block  from  the  Auditorium  **T"  stop  on  the  Green  line,  Harvard/ Dudley  bus. 

Admission  is  $4.00  for  all  events,  except  $2.00  for  the  September  11  independents 
screening  at  2^0  pm.  Series  tickets,  available  in  advance,  are  $10.00  for  the  three 
evening  screenings,  $15.00  for  all  five  screenings,  and  $20.00  for  patrons. 

For  further  information,  please  call  536-1540. 
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Nomi  Azulay 

continued  from  page  7 
ing  Cuomo,  because  we  want  to 
give  Koch  every  chance  to  lose  this 
election. 

GCN:  Would  you  like  to  com¬ 
ment  on  the  recent  Voice  article 
on  the  New  Alliance  Party  —  run 
so  coincidentally  just  after  your 
sit-in  at  the  Voice  offices?  Joe 
Conason,  the  author,  seemed  to 
think  the  New  Alliance  Party  was 
a  bunch  of  Moonies. 

Nomi:  1  don’t  want  to  comment 
on  the  specifics  of  the  article, 
because  it  was  very  slanderous. 
But  1  think  it’s  important  to  real¬ 
ize  that  the  Voice  is  owned  by 
Rupert  Murdoch,  who  also  owns 
the  New  York  Post.  Murdoch 
wants  to  keep  control  of  a  paper 
that’s  the  spokespiece  for  the  old 
reform  Democratic  movement, 
while  Murdoch  is  actually  allied 
with  the  right  wing  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  Party.  Murdoch  hires  and 
fires  the  editors,  and  he  controls 
their  pay.  If  you  consider  that, 
then  you  can  understand  why  the 
Voice  is  trying  to  play  up  divisions 
among  movements  that  are  trying 
to  make  some  progressive 
changes. 

In  some  ways,  the  New  Alliance 
Party’s  success  is  the  reason 
they’re  attacking  us  right  now, 
our  success  in  building  a  base  in 
the  black  and  Hispanic  communi¬ 
ties  and  the  poor  and  working 
community  and  among  a  lot  of 
progressive  people.  The  Voice  has 
to  attack  us  now,  because  the  old 
reform  movement  doesn’t  want  to 
see  new  blood  in  the  Democratic 
Party  clubhouses. 

GCN:  I  picked  up  a  flyer  that 
mentioned  the  consciousness-rais¬ 
ing  sessions  that  the  NYCULGM 
sponsors.  Could  you  tell  me  a  lit¬ 
tle  about  that? 

Nomi:  Well,  the  union  is  a 
multiracial  organization,  so  it’s  an 
organization  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men  who  historically  have  had  a 
lot  of  difficulty  working  together 
because  of  sexism  and  racism  and 
because  of  class  biases.  We  use 
consciousness-raising  as  a  tool  to 
engage  racism  and  sexism,  and  to 
give  support  to  lesbians  and  to 
black  and  Hispanic  people  in  the 
union. 

GCN:  In  other  words,  it’s  more 
of  a  way  of  addressing  problems 
by  showing  how  individuals  can 
work  for  social  change  rather  than 
how  some  Freudian  analyst  is  go¬ 
ing  to  change  you  internally? 

Nomi:  Right,  exactly.  Organiz¬ 
ing  as  an  openly  gay  person  is  very 
difficult,  and  racism  opens  fears 
in  people.  Without  having  the 
supportive  means  to  discuss  those 
fears  and  what  it  means  to  come 
out  politically,  people  can’t  sus¬ 
tain  the  work. 

GCN:  Is  that  also  the  focal  point 
of  the  therapy  supported  by  the 
New  York  Institute  for  Social 
Therapy  and  Research? 

Nomi:  Well,  the  Institute  does  a 
new  form  of  social  therapy  which 
engages  people’s  problems  as 
problems  in  their  world,  and  not 
problems  in  their  heads.  But  peo¬ 
ple  go  into  the  Institute  because 
they  want  some  quality  therapy, 
and  the  Institute  provides  that  ser¬ 
vice. 

GCN:  There’s  one  thing  I  noted 
on  the  flyer  which  might  be  a  mis¬ 
print.  It  said  there  was  a  $5  fee  for 
the  consciousness-raising  sessions. 

Nomi:  We  have  internal 
consciousness-raising  groups  for 
the  membership  of  NYCULGM. 
We  invite  a  trained  therapist  to 
come  in  and  do  those  conscious¬ 
ness-raising  groups.  The  flyer  that 
you  saw  was  for  groups  jointly 
sponsored  by  the  Institute  and  the 
NYCULGM.  People  come  into 
that  because  they  want  some  ther¬ 


apy.  And  five  dollars  for  a  ther¬ 
apy  session  is  cheap.  But  that’s  for 
people  who  are  not  necessarily 
members  of  the  union.  We  spon¬ 
sor  that  because  we  think  that  the 
Institute  provides  quality  therapy 
for  gay  people  that  is  not  exploita¬ 
tive,  that  helps  gay  people  become 
active  members  for  change  in 
society. 

GCN:  If  you’re  elected  to  the 
City  Council,  what  will  your  pri¬ 
orities  be?  What  particular  issues 
do  you  want  to  address,  and  how 
do  you  think  you  can  use  the  of¬ 
fice  more  effectively  than  Carol 
Greitzer  has? 

Nomi:  Well,  I  think  I  can  use  the 
office  more  effectively  by  being  a 
voice  for  union  organizations  and 
active  people  in  the  community.  I 
would  not  be  just  an  individual 
occupying  an  office  for  my  own 
benefit.  I  would  be  more  accessi¬ 
ble  to  what  people  in  the  com¬ 
munity  need,  rather  than  what  the 
landlords  and  big  business  inter¬ 
ests  need. 

GCN:  In  other  words,  more  of  a 
wedge  into  the  system? 

Nomi:  Right.  I’m  not  out  for  my 
own  career.  I  could  care  less  about 
sitting  hour  after  hour  in  the  City 
Council,  except  that  I  could  be  a 
political  tool  for  people  who  want 
to  bring  bills  before  the  City 
Council. 

There’s  a  lot  of  issues  in  the 
community.  Like  we  talked  about, 
there’s  gentrification.  There’s  co¬ 
oping  that  goes  on  with  less  than  a 
majority  of  people  in  the  building 
voting  to  go  coop.  There’s  tax 
abatements,  there  are  senior  citi¬ 
zen  centers  and  all  kinds  of  com¬ 
munity  centers  being  closed  down. 
And  basically,  the  campaign  is 
part  of  a  campaign  to  rebuild  the 
Democratic  Party,  to  make  it  that 
kind  of  tool  for  people. 

GCN:  Would  you  like  to  saysome 
more  about  working  to  change 
the  Democratic  Party? 


Nomi:  Well,  there’s  a  wing  of 

the  Democratic  reform  move¬ 
ment,  the  gay  reform  movement, 
which  is  in  a  fight  right  now  over 
Koch  vs.  Cuomo.  But  one  of  the 
issues  that  I’m  raising  in  the  cam¬ 
paign  is  that  gay  people  can’t  rely 
on  the  sellouts  any  more  than  any¬ 
one  else  can  rely  on  the  sellouts. 
So  when  the  Manhattan  Gay 
Democratic  Club,  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Independent  Democrats, 
endorsed  Koch  last  year  for  the 
general  election,  they  did  so  in 
order  to  make  a  deal.  The  deal 
was  that  Koch  would  do 
everything  in  his  power  to  get  the 
gay  rights  bill  passed.  When  the 
gay  rights  bill  was  introduced  in 
the  City  Council,  Koch  had  some 
meetings  with  the  City  Council 
representatives,  and  offered  them 
nothing  in  exchange  for  their  sup¬ 
port.  What  he  did  was  he  talked  to 
them  about  their  social  cons¬ 
cience,  their  moral  conscience. 
Well,  gay  rights  isn’t  a  matter  of 
conscience,  it’s  a  matter  of  our 
survival.  And  Koch  can  get 
anything  through  that  council  that 
he  wants  to  get  through  that  coun¬ 
cil.  When  it  comes  to  getting  fuel 
pass-along  bills  for  the  landlords, 
he’ll  twist  people’s  arms  to  get 
that  bill  passed.  But  he  wasn’t 
willing  to  do  that  for  the  gay 
rights  bill.  And  we’re  not  willing 
to  hand  our  votes  over  to  anybody 
that  comes  around  during  election 
time  and  says  that  he  wants  us  to 
vote  for  him,  but  at  every  other 
time  perpetuates  all  kinds  of 
polarization  and  racism  within  all 
communities  in  New  York  City. 
And  that  polarization  affects  gay 
people  as  well. 

Nomi  Azulay’s  campaign  head¬ 
quarters  is  at  373  Bleecker  Street, 
Apt.  5C,  New  York,  NY  10014, 
phone  212/662-2415. 


healthy  teeth 


they’re  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


Dignity/Boston 

The  Friends  of  Oignity  Invite  You 
To  Join  Them  For 

1982 

Dignity/Boston 
Benefit  Cruise 

A  Three-Hour  Excursion  Around 
Boston  Harbor.  Featuring 

□  Complimentary  Snacks 
O  Full-Service  Cash  Bar 

□  Music 

□  Moonlight  (we  hope!) 

Friday  Evening,  August  20th 

Aboard  the 

M/V  Abigail  Adams 

Boston  Harbor  Cruises 
One  Long  War!  Boston 
(opposite  AQUARIUM  "T"  station) 

Sailing  Time:  9:00  p.m. 

Tickets: 

$10  00  per  person  in  advance 
$1 1  00  per  person  at  dockside 

More  Information: 

Call  Dignity  (536-6518).  evenings. 

Harbor  Cruise... 


ELECTROLYSIS 

PERMANENT  HAIR 
REMOVAL 
appointments 
Mon .  -Sat. ,  Days  &  Eves 
734-5777 

Linda  Diane  Jefferson 

1 20  Sutherland  Rd.  -3 
Brookline,  Mass.  021 46 

. 


FOREX 

TRAVEL 

Phone  482-2900 
76  Arlington  St. 
at  Boston  Park  Plaza 
Weekdays  9-6 
Saturday  10-2:30 


Aug.  31  — Polynesia 
St.  Martin 
Nov.  30— Fantome 
Bahamas 

Dec.  21— Yankee  Clipper 
Grenadines 

1983 

Jan.  25— Yankee  Trader 
Aruba 

March  1— Polynesia 
West  Indies 
April  12-Yankee  Clipper 
Grenadines 

ALL  AIRLINES 
AMTRAK  •  HOTELS 
LOWEST  PRICES 
NO  SERVICE  CHG. 


Boston’s  Friendliest  and 
Economy  Minded  Agency 


(212)  729-3400 

Frank  C  David,  Inc. 
Funeral  Home 

Five  minutes  from  Manhattan 
Just  across  the  59th  St.  Bridge 

Convenient  to  all  subways/ Parking 

31st  St.  and  39th  Ave. 
Long  Island  City, 

NY  11101 


BUTTONS— BUTTONS  — BUTTONS 

PINK  TRIANGLE - LAMBDA  —  DOUBLE 

WOMAN’S  SYMBOL— DOUBLE  MAN'S 
SYMBOL  — HOW  DARE  YOU  PRESUME  I’M 
STRAIGHT— ORAL  MAJORITY— I’M  ONE 
TOO— GAY  AND  PROUD  — DIFFERENT  BUT 
EQUAL  — UPPITY  WOMEN  UNITE- 
FREEDOM  OF  CHOICE— MY  KARMA  RAN 
OVER  MY  DOGMA  — THE  MORAL  MAJORITY 
IS  NEITHER  — HE’S  PRETTY  BUT  CAN  HE 
TYPE— BORN  AGAIN  PAGAN— BORN 
AGAIN  ATHEIST— BETTER  ACTIVE  TODAY 
THAN  RADIOACTIVE  TOMORROW— I’M  A 
SHAMELESS  AGITATOR— I  OWN  MY  BODY 
BUT  I  SHARE  — 

60C  EACH.  MIN.  ORDER  4  BUTTONS  +10% 
POSTAGE.  COMPLETE  BUTTON  LIST  FOR 
SASE. 

FREEDOM  CENTER,  355  BOYLSTON  ST., 
BOSTON,  MA  02116  (617)437-1854 


WATERSHIP 
INN 

Relaxed  atmosphere  ■« 

Central  location 
Complimentary  continental  breakfast 

P.O.  Box  918 
7  Winthrop  Street 

Innkeepers:  Jim  Foss  Provincetown.  Mass.' 02657 

Vince  TUtela  (617)  487-0094 


San  Francisco'*^*'''"*''* 

A  Yard  Sale  at  the  corner  of  17th  and 
Francisco,  Saturday  August  21 


To  Gay  Community  News 


□  $62  Three  years 

□  $43.50  Two  years 


□  $15  Twenty-five  weeks 

□  $10  Twenty-five  weeks 

(Low  Income) 

□  $25  one  year  □  $8  Twelve  weeks 

Add  30%  for  foreign 

Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 
thank  you 

name  _ _ _ 

address  _ _ _ _ 

city - - state _ zip _ 


□  New  □  Renewal  Please  pay  by  check  if  possible 

Charge  to:  □  Visa  □  Mastercharge 
name.. _ 

account  no _ _ _ 

exp.  date _ signature  _ 


Mail  with  payment  to: 

GCN  Subscriptions,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 

□  I  am  donating  $ _ towards  a  free  subscription  for  a 

prisoner 

□  This  is  a  gift  subscription.  Please  send  giftcard. 

Where  did  you  hear  about  GCN 


GCN  is  available  on  microfilm 
□  $22  volume  (indiv.)  □  $28  (Inst.) 

□  $160  complete  set  of  vols.  1-7 
All  subscriptions  are  sent  In  sealed,  plain  envelopes.  Make 
check  or  money  order  payable  to  “GCN".  Do  NOT  send 
cash  through  the  mail.  Our  subscriber  list  is  confidential, 
and  Is  never  sotd  or  used  except  for  mailing  GCN. 
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Classifieds- 

PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
Who  knows  reprieve 
How  long 

But  quality  of  song 
Is  to  believe 
Somehow  tomorrow 
Comes 

Sans  ultimate 
Sorrow. 

I  love  you  past  telling. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine _ 

Slim  18-19  &  Ik  even  ynger?  Loving 
equal  relationship  wanted  by  a  nice  car¬ 
ing  WM  42  (415)  585-4335.  Any  race. 
Natural  high  only.  No  $. _ (6) 

Tuftonboro  Tim  wishes  David  the  hap- 
piest  birthday  yet. _ (6) 

GWM  prof,  44,  6 '4"  masc,  gdlkng  sks 
slim  yng  M  —  26  for  friend  fun  or  pos 
rmte  must  B  clean-cut,  endwd,  with  lit¬ 
tle  or  no  body  hair,  no  ferns  pis.  Could 
lead  to  more.  #44,  291  Huntington  Ave, 
Boston,  M  A  021 15. _ (7) 

FAGGOTS  FIGHT  BACK! 
Interested  in  a  self-defense  class  for 
gay  men?  Call  Jeremy  at  GCN  days: 
426-4469.  (C) 

ROCK  &  ROLLERS 

Two  Sagittarians  late  20s  into  young 
guys  who  can  get  away  to  play  on  Long 
Island.  Boating  fishing  hot  times  Ray 
(516)283-4283,  eves. _ (6) 

Provincetown  August  30,  Pied  Piper, 
the  musical  event  of  the  season.  “Toby 
Hall"  presents  P’town’s  finest  music- 
ians  &  singers.  A  benefit  for  GCN  $3. 

MEG  CHRISTIAN  CONCERT? 

LF  32  seeks  LF  for  friendship,  summer 
fun  maybe  autumn  warmth.  Attrac 
humor  &  serious.  Into  photos  spirit  con¬ 
certs  tennis  swim  bike  beach.  Pol 
aware  sks  F  late  20's  on.  Sincere, 
honest  aware  self  &  open.  Let’s  meet  & 
talk.  GCN  Bx  582. _ (6) 

Gay  male,  loves  it  all.  Will  answer  all. 
Especially  into  TVs  in  lingerie.  Keith 
Capezio  C39376  Rm  6298  PO  Box  A, 
San  Luis  Obisbo,  CA  93409-001.  (8) 

GCN  PICK-UP  BOX  HOLDERS 

Your  mail  is  safe,  though  somewhat 
soggy.  You  may  pick  it  up  between  10 
am  and  6  pm  Mon-Fri  at  140  Boylston 
St,  Boston,  7th  Floor  (Boylston  stop  on 
the  Green  Line,  opposite  the  Common). 

GAY  AIRWAVES 

Updated  list  of  gay  radio  and  cable  TV 
shows  in  US,  Canada,  and  abroad.  $1 
and  SASE,  John  Zeh,  GCGC,  Box  19158, 
Cincinnati,  OH  45219. _ (cj 

GCN  SPECIALS 

ORGANIZE  US! 

Losing  our  old  office  unsettled  a  lot  of 
us,  and  now  we  suddenly  understand 
the  value  of  things  like  desk  organizers 
(those  darling  little  things  that  keep 
your  pens,  pencils,  paper  clips,  etc 
from  going  astray)  and  stacking  trays 
for  letters  (fan  mail,  hate  mail,  out¬ 
going  male,  in-coming  male,  oops,  well, 
excuse  me  . . .  )  If  anybody  wants  to 
bestow  such  gifts  upon  us,  please  call 
Michael  at  426-4469  and  he’ll  tell  you 
how  . . .  Thanks. _ 

WE’RE  IN  A  BIND! 

If  you  have  been  thinking  of  throwing 
out  your  back  issues  —  PLEASE 
DON'T.  We  will  be  assembling  at  least  a 
few  complete  sets  of  volumes  1-9.  If 
you  wish  to  give  us  some  of  your 
papers,  please  contact  Archive 
Committee,  GCN,  PO  Box  971,  Boston, 
MA  02103.  Let  us  know  what  volume 
and  issues  you  have  and  give  us  your 
address  and  phone  number  so  we  can 
get  back  in  touch  with  you  about  what 
we  need.  We’ll  be  starting  to  collect  the 
papers  in  October  after  we  are  in  a 
permanent  office.  Thank  you  very 
much. 

ORGANIZATIONS 

LADIES  AGAINST  WOMEN 
Button  $1,  Consciousness  Lowering 
Kits  $5.  Checks  to  Plutonium  Players, 
1600  Wollsey,  Berkely,  CA  94703.  For 
free  into  send  SASE. _ (6) 

GAY/LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  calendar, 
call  628-3986  or  524-1617  or  write  PO 
Box  II.CambMA 02138. _ (36) 

PAEDOPHILE? 

The  Paedophile  Information  Exchange 
(PIE)  is  a  campaigning^ self-help  group 
which  seeks  to  promote,  through  its  in¬ 
ternational  English-speaking  member¬ 
ship,  a  wiser  understanding  &  accept¬ 
ance  of  the  rights  of  paedophiles  & 
young  people.  For  full  details  write  to: 
PIE,  PO  Box  75,  London  E5  8AQ  (UK) 

(46-6) 

Men  Who  Care— For  Each  Other 
Write  for  free  Brochure 
The  Loving  Brotherhood 
Box  556B,  Sussex,  NJ  07461.  (11) 

ROOMMATES 

LF  seeks  room  with  same  for  6-8  weeks 
near  T  or  bus  line.  Reasonable  rent. 
864-8974  after  6  pm. _ (6} 

JP:  LF  sks  LF  25  pis  for  Ig  sunny  3rd  fl 
apt  nr  T,  pond,  Non-smkr  semi-veg 
politically  active.  Garden,  insulated, 
women-owned,  $225,  Sue  522-0345. _ (6) 

L  28  sks  2  warm  resp  L/Bi  for  sunny  6  rm 
twnhse  nr  Davis  Sq.  Quiet  st  yard  oak  fl 
skylite  wash/dry  d/d  $175/225  &  cheap 
util.  Sept  1.  782-9886  Sandy.  Keep  try- 
Ing. _ _ _ (6) 


GF  stdnt  to  shr  apt  nr  Br/Cir  Camb.  Sm 
rm  $150/mo  inc  utils.  Avail  9/1.  661- 
1656. _ (6) 

INMAN  SQUARE 

Neat,  quiet  L  sks  same  for  5  rm  apt 
Somerville.  Hdwd  firs,  2nd  fir,  gd  cond, 
pretty.  Sept  1.  No  more  pets,  please. 
$187/mo.  Bonnie  625-5934, _ (6) 

LF  sks  1  F  for  1st  fl  of  beautiful  hse  in 
Belmont.  $300  pis,  nr  T.  No  pets.  Avail 
Aug  or  Sept,  Cathy  484-1435. _ (6) 

LF  sks  LF  to  srare  2  br  apt  Allston  2nd 
fir  of  3  fam,  fr  &  bk  porches  &  garden, 
sunny  &  roomy.  Have  2  small  dogs.  No 
smoke,  drugs.  170/mo  pis  util.  2  blks  to 
Kenmore/BC  trolley  &  buses.  Indep  & 
supprtv.  783-1573  eves  avail  Sep  1.  (6) 

Do  you  like  pesto?  tomatoes?  aspara¬ 
gus?  3  LF  in  great  Dorch  hse  Ikng  for  1 
more  in  time  to  harvest  garden.  Late  20s 
plus.  No  smk.  Semi-veg.  100  pis  util. 
2  8  2  -  9388. 

_ (6) 

4  LF  sk  1  more  28  pis  to  share  progres¬ 
sive  politics,  coop,  semi-veg,  no  clg, 
spacious  JP  hse  w/2  cats  nr  pond  &  T. 
$1 00  pis.  Avai  19/15  524-6209. _ (7) 

LF  sks  same  for  minihse  in  JP.  Yard, 
garden,  coop,  prkng.  Near  T.  $190/mo 
pis.  524-1793. _ (7) 

WANTED  TO  SHARE  A  HOUSE 
Mature  male  professional,  together, 
secure  &  open  individual  houses  multi¬ 
level  loft  type  townhouse  in  Cambridge 
near  Han/  &  MIT.  Share  w/divorced  WM 
mid  40s  with  alternating  weekend  cus¬ 
tody  of  two  children.  No  drugs  no  dope 
private  room  &  bth  w  &  d  $300  &  Vz  util. 
Not  a  sex  ad.  For  Sept  1.  GCN  Box  579. 

(7) 


Jewish  LF  sks  rmte  in  beautiful  JP  apt. 
Lots  of  room.  Independent,  responsi¬ 
ble,  politically  aware.  524-5221.  No 
pets.  Call  after  Aug  17. _ (7) 

DORCHESTER  CAN  BE  FUN 
We’re  2  F  political  activists  Ikng  for  3rd 
F  to  share  fun,  sunny  &  spacious  Dorch 
home  on  red  line  (safe)  start  9/1.  $150 
pis.  265-8152  nites. _ (7) 

SOUTH  END 

GPF  sks  rmte  for  lovely  2  bdrm  apt  in 
renovated  Victorian.  2nd  fl,  deck,  free 
pkng,  T  stop  in  front.  Lrg  apt,  cat  OK,  no 
dog.  $287  pis  elec,  262-3961. _ (7) 

Friendly  ind  LF  sks  same  for  Union  Sq 
apt.  $150  inc  ht.  Smokers,  cats  fine. 
Lisa  623-3913. _ (7) 

Brookline,  Cool  Cor  nr  BU  2  prof  GM  sk 
quiet  student  to  rent  1  rm  in  lrg  eleg 
condo.  Util  inc.  Accs  to  kitch.  Ex  envir 
for  priv  person  or  busy  grad  student. 
$300.  566-0646. _ (6) 

2  LFs  sk  F  for  apt  on  Brklne/Brighton 
line  nr  3  grn  lines.  Sorry  no  pets/cigs. 
$260/mo  inc  ht.  Pkg  avail  on  st  or  for  $. 
We  enjoy  running  (perfect  loc)  &  eat 
mainly  veg.  Lucy,  eves  (617)566-5310.(6) 

GM  21  sks  rm  in  Bos  apt  w/1  or  more 
ppl.  Want  share  food  (semiveg), 
nonsmkg.  Am  quiet,  resp,  coop.  Intrstd 
arts  &  prog  pol.  David  (617)  228-9151.  Q 

GM  prof  &  mature  wntd  to  shr  house 
w/3  M  (2  G,  1  S)  on  Hyde  Park-Milton 
line  on  T  Bos  line  nr  Rte  128,  own  lrg 
bdrm,  frpl,  porch,  lrg  yd.  Quiet  nbhd. 
$220/mo  Bill  361-6571,  eves  &  wkends. 

(6) 

LF  sks  same  for  5  rm  apt  in  Porter  Sq. 
Stable,  independent  wmn  for  quiet  sup¬ 
portive  environment.  Considerate 
smoker  okay,  no  pets.  200  +  util,  gas 
heat.  Nice  place.  Pamela,  eves  (617) 
492-7796.  Thanks. _ (6) 

Coop  LF  hsehold  in  Allston  has  open¬ 
ing  for  9/1.  Yard,  politics,  semiveg.  No 
smoke,  on  T,  sense  of  humor.  200 
+  782-8679  eves.  Keep  trying. _ (6) 

3  LFs  sk  4th  24+  non-smoker  for 

beautiful  Cambport  hse  w/yd,  frpl,  etc. 
Semiveg,  one  cat  already  $160  +  avail 
now!  864-7572. _ (6) 

LF  &  cat  sk  1  LF  for  Ig  apt  in  JP  nr  Green 
line.  No  cigs.  Indep.  Sm  yard.  JP  is 
great.  $150  +  util.  Avail  now.  Tita  524- 
6592. _ (6) 

KELLY  from  California  (GM)  is  looking 
for  a  room  in  LF  or  GM  household.  Glad 
to  share  responsibilities  in  communal 
situation.  Have  word-processor/com¬ 
puter  &  will  instruct  &  share  use  w/oth- 
er  writers.  Contact  me  at  GCN  Friday 
eves  or  call  232-0070. _  (?) 

Friendly,  indep  woman  27  pis  wtd  for  Ig 

2  bdrm  in  Back  Bay.  Pref  nonsmkr.  No 

pets.  Responsible  &  neat.  $240/mo  inc 
ht.  536-0147. _ (6) 

SE  Mass  share  country  farm  house  nr 
Taunton.  Call  before  8  am  or  eves 
(617)669-6433. _ (6) 

GPF  sks  warm  indep  GF  28+  to  share 
spacious  2  bdrm  apt  in  Newtonville 
w/frpl,  por,  garden.  No  pets  or  smokers. 
$275/mo.  332-2682  Iv  message  pis.  (7) 

1  GF  studt  in  biogenic  psych  sks  1  sen¬ 
sitive  GF  or  GM  25  pis  for  warm  & 
friendly  indept  apt  in  Brookline.  Built-in 
bookcases  &  fireplace.  Smokers  OK. 
Sept  15  or  Oct  1.  166/mo  heated.  Sorry, 
no  pets.  Helena  232-9068. _ (8) 

PASTORAL  DORCHESTER 
LF  sks  2  more,  pref  25  pis,  for  Ig  dyke- 
owned  apt  in  Dorch,  nr  Ashmont  Sta, 
beaut,  quiet  nbhd,  Ig  yd,  $170  pis  low 
util,  288-3217  Iv  message. _ (8) 

RENTING  SEPTEMBER  1ST 

3  GM  sk  4th  to  share  large  4  bdrm 

twnhse  in  South  End  $240  pis  gas,  H20 
&  elec.  Washer/dryer  in  bsmt.  Jack 
482-3224  or  Bob  423-1589. _ (9) 


HYDE  PARK 

GM  must  be  mature  indep  respon  type. 
Also  have  a  car  for  sharing  Ig  flat  w/2 
bdrm,  liv,  din,  sun  por,  kit,  pan,  hrwd  fls, 
drwy.  250  inc  util.  Alan  361-7155, 
364-3883  aft  6. _ (6) 

2  GF  sk  quiet  resp  GF  or  GF  cpI  for  3rd 

fl  (2  rms  &  bthrm)  of  quiet  hse  nr  Fr 
Pond  Camb.  Shr  kit  &  util  175/mo  sgl; 
275/mo  cpI.  Sept  1. 547-8202. _ (6) 

Beacon  Hill:  LF  sks  LF  for  2  bdr.  Pleas¬ 
ant,  modern,  $200/mo  inc  ht.  No  pets, 
avail  9/1.  825-6700  to  8  pm  wkdays, 
leave  mess  for  Maida  Tilchen. _ (5) 

3  LFs  sk  2  more  to  complete  coop  iise- 

hold.  Wonderful  home  in  Allston.  Big 
yard,  plenty  of  space,  good  folks.  No 
smk,  semi-veg.  145/mo.  782-0599.  (4) 

APARTMENTS _ 

BACK  BAY  RIVER  VIEW 
Lovely  spacious  one  bdrm  on  Beacon 
St  at  Fairfield.  W/W,  great  view,  parking 
avail.  $675  htd.  No  fee.  443-6948.  (6) 

4  rm  apt  Dorchester  Uphams  Corner, 

spacious,  hardwd  firs,  sunny,  back 
porch  $450  inc  ht,  ht  water.  (617)  265- 
7195. _ (6) 

South  End:  Floor-thru  studio.  Luxury 
priv  entrance.  Frpl,  hdwd  firs,  D&D, 
huge  eat-in  kitch.  All  utils.  $700. 
247-0018. _ (6) 

South  End:  One  bedroom,  fir-thru,  no 
pets.  All  utils  paid.  $450/mo  247-0018.(6) 
LF  wntd  for  bsmt  apt  in  pvt  home  on  S. 
Shore.  Non-smkng,  working  person.  4 
rms.  331-6981. _ (6) 

REAL  ESTATE _ 

JAMAICA  PLAIN  REAL  ESTATE 

JP:  Attention  First  Time  Home-Buyers! 
Low  interest  mortgages  available  with 
low  money  down.  Call  for  free  consulta¬ 
tion.  Many  1 , 2  &  3  fams  to  choose  from. 
Call  Sue  524-5464. _ (?) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

Coop  feminist  newspaper  sks  woman 
exp  in  display  advertising  for  mana¬ 
gerial  position.  Respons  include  devel 
of  advertising  staff  w/possible  manag¬ 
ing  distribution.  12  mos.  May  consider  2 
halftime  positions.  Interviewing  late 
Aug.  Send  resumes  to:  Valley  Women’s 
Voice,  PO  Box  392,  Northampton,  MA 
01061, _ _ _ (6} 

WORK/VACATION  ON  AN  ISLAND 
Handyman-carpenter  wanted  at  beach¬ 
front  Virgin  Isis  hotel.  Private  hotel  rm, 
food,  roundtrip  airfare  in  exchange  for  8 
wks  work.  Letter,  phone,  photo:  PO  Box 
1908,  Frederiksted,  USVI  00840.  (7) 

Director,  gay/lesbian  community 
center.  Will  work  closely  with 
alcoholism,  drug  rehab;  volunteer  coor¬ 
dination;  fundraising;  etc.  Salary  (Vz 
time)  $600/mo  +  percentage  of  funds 
generated.  Apply  by  8/20:  Western  Ad¬ 
diction  Center  Search  Cmte,  1128 
DeLavina,  Santa  Barbara,  CA.  For  info 
(805)  688-5462  eves. _ (6) 

OFFICE  MANAGER 
Les/gay  pub  int  legal  org  sks  pt-time  ofc 
mgr.  Admin  duties.  6  mo  commitment 
min.  Wk-study  preferred  but  not  nec. 
Resumes  to  GLAD,  2  Park  Sq,  Boston 
02116. _ (6) 

MEDICAL  DIRECTOR 
Busy  community  health  center  near  Pru 
seeks  FT  or  PT  Board  certified  or  eligi¬ 
ble  internist.  Must  want  to  work 
w/elderly,  women  &  gay  population.  Ex¬ 
cellent  salary  &  benefits.  Resume: 
FCHC  16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02115. _ (6) 


COMMUNITY  ORGANIZER 
American  Friends  Service  Committee 
sks  experienced  community  organizer 
for  Criminal  Justice  Program.  Gd  com¬ 
munications,  organizational  skills, 
commitment  to  nonviolent  social 
change  necessary.  To  begin  10/1/82. 
Submit  resume  to  Personnel  Coor¬ 
dinator,  AFSC,  2161  Mass  Ave,  Camb, 
MA  02140  by  9/1/82.  AFSC's  Affirmative 
Action  Policy  encourages  applications 
from  people  of  color,  women,  lesbian  & 
gay  people,  handicapped  &  ex-prisoners.(7) 

RESORTS _ 

VERMONT  GUEST-HOUSE 
Spend  a  week  at  our  1824  village  house 
—  guest  rms  for  lesbians  &  gay  men. 
Lakes,  mt  trails,  Newfane  Flea  Mkt, 
Bromley  Slide.  Bed  &  Ig  bkfst  $20/nite. 
Dave  &  Mike  (802)  348-7840. _ (49) 

GABRIEL’S 

Apartments  &  guest  rooms  for  women. 
Hot  tub,  sun  deck,  coffee,  in  the  center 
of  town.  104  Bradford  St.,  Province- 
town,  MA  02657.  (617)  487-3232.  (17) 

Clean,  Comfortable,  Inexpensive 
Convenient  To  All,  Friendly 
CARL’S  GUEST  HOUSE 
68  Bradford 

Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-1650 
April  thru  November 


Reasonably  Priced 

Guest  Rooms,  Cottages  &  Apartments 
At  the  NORMANDY  HOUSE 
184  Bradford,  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)487-1197 


Provincetown  new  one  bedroom  apts 
centrally  located  quiet  street.  $300 
weekly.  (617)  843-5799,  (617)  566-0641,(6) 

PUBLICATIONS 

BOOKS  BY  MAIL 

48-page  catalogue  of  2500  gay  &  les¬ 
bian  books,  magazines,  etc.  $2  refund¬ 
able  from  ADL  4014  Santa  Monica  Blvd. 
LA,  CA  90029. _ (6,9) 

WANTED _ 

GWM,  prof,  quiet,  clean  skng  apt  for  9/1 . 
Can  pay  $250.  Must  be  clean,  quiet  &  nr 
T.  Will  consider  sharing  w/other.  (617) 
427-1574.  Morns  only, _ (7) 

FOR  SALE _ 

Made  in  Maine  T-shirts.  Blk  on  white 
&/or  grey.  Sizes:  S,  M,  L,  or  XL.  $7.95  pis 
$1.50  hndlg.  Maine  Man,  Box  5290,  Port¬ 
land,  ME  04101.  Free  brochure  of  shirts, 
books,  cards. _ (7) 


Harmonize  &  Organize  With 
The  Choral  Majority 

Hear:  We  3  Queers,  Dyke  the  Halls 
Amazing  Gays  and  More! 
Greatest  Hits  Cassette  $5.00 
The  Hymnal,  Words  &  Music  $4.00 
50c  each  postage  to 
964  Valencia  Street 
SF,  CA  94110 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

BOSTON  OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
Totally  renovated,  private  or  share  bath, 
decks,  continental  breakfast.  Center  of 
Boston:  Oasis,  22  Edgerly  Rd.,  Boston, 
MA  021 15  (617)  267-2262. _ (13) 

INSTRUCTION _ 

LIKE  TO  SING? 

Learn  breath  control,  find  confidence,  & 
enjoy  your  voice!  Personalized  singing 
lessons  with  exp  teacher/performer. 
926-6942. _ 0 


MOVERS _ 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 
Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year. 
No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733 


SERVICES _ 

GAY  MALE  THERAPIST 
Individual  and  Couples  Counseling 
Socialization  Skills 
Insurance  Accepted  Sliding  Fee 
Charles  Hannagan,  MA  262-4194  (9) 


WOMEN’S  SUBURBAN 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  SERVICES 

Individual  and  Couple 
Psychotherapy  and  Referral 
For  Women,  Their  Friends 
And  Families 

(617)  861-8824  Lexington,  MA 


POEMS  TAILOR-MADE 
I  will  write  poems  for  you  to  fit  any 
occasion.  Just  tell  me  what  it  is  you 
want  to  accomplish  and  I’ll  write  it  for 
you.  All  original,  just  for  you  or  your 
loved  one,  etc.  For  info  write  N.  Walker, 
GCN  Box  581. 


OPENING  THE  HEART 
An  intensive  experiential  journey  in 
self-discovery.  Special  weekend  work¬ 
shop  for  lesbians  only.  Sept  24-26  to  be 
held  at  Spring  Hill  in  Ashby,  MA.  Sliding 
scale  $115-230.  For  more  info  Spring 
Hill  (617)  386-2491. _ 0 


Therapy  Group  For 
Gay  Men  Who 
Want  to  Get 
Closer  to  People 

Has  Two  Openings 
Call:  Bellville  Assoc. 

at  739-7803 
A  Chance  to  Grow! 


THERAPEUTIC  MASSAGE 
Blending  of  Swedish,  Esaleh,  Shiatsu  & 
Reflexology.  Special  rates  for  dancers 
&  students.  Joe  262-1000  ext  298. 
Hours:  Tues-Sat  12-7. _ 0 


BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES 

COPLEY  SQUARE 
Individual,  Group  and 
Couples  Counseling 
Career  Assessment 
Assertiveness  Training 
Call  (617)  739-7803 
For  initial  Appt, 


CHILDCARE 

Quality  childcare  in  my  home  on 
Beacon  Hill.  Days  &  some  eves  avail. 
Barb  523-3772. _ (c) 

Want  a  clean  house  made  easy?  Of 
course  you  do,  so  let  me  do  it  for  you.  A 
neat  home  for  sure!  Professional  clean¬ 
ing  at  a  reasonable  rate.  731-0537  late 
p  m  . 

j£> 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)965-1311  for  appt. 


Classified  deadline,  Tues.  noon.  All  ads  must  be 
prepaid  No  ads  accepted  by  phone.  GCN  is  a 
national  paper,  include  area  code  with  phone 
numbers.  All  apartment  ads,  even  if  you  rent  space  in 
your  own  home,  are  business.  Make  check  or  M.O. 
payable  to  Gay  Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St., 
Boston,  MA  02108. 

Business:  $6.00  per  week  tor  4  lines  (35  units  per 
line),  50c  for  each  additional  line.  Headlines  are  $1 .00 
for  25  units. 

Non-Business:  $4.50  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  units  per 
line);  each  additional  line  25c.  Headlines  50c  for  25 
units. 

Box  numbers  are  $1.00  for  6  weeks,  you  may  pick  up 
mail  at  the  GCN  office  Mon.-Fri.,  10-6.  If  you  wish 
your  mail  forwarded,  the  rate  is  $4.00  for  6  weeks. 
$6.00  for  3  months.  Mail  is  forwarded  at  the  end  of 
the  3rd  and  6th  weeks. 


Display  Classifieds  (boxed  ads):  $12  per  column  inch 
Please  circle  category  ad  is  to  run  under. 


ACCOMMODATIONS  APARTMENTS  FOR  SALE 

INSTRUCTION  JOB  OPPORTUNITIES  JOBS  WANTED 

JUST  FRIENDS  LOST  &  FOUND  MISCELLANEOUS 

MOVERS  ORGANIZATIONS  PENPALS 

PERSONALS  PRISONERS  PUBLICATIONS 

REAL  ESTATE  RESORTS  RIDES 

ROOMMATES  SERVICES  WANTED 

Headlines . at  $ _ per  wk.  $ _ 

First  4  lines . at$ _ perwk.  $ _ 


Each  additional  line  at  $ _ perwk.  $ 


Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $100/6  weeks  $ 

Forward  Box  No.  at  $4  00/6  weeks  $ 
3  months  forwarding  at  $6.00  $ 

Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED  $ 


Name  _ _ City  _ State 

Address _ Zip  _ Phone 

Please  print  neatly,  use  shaded  area  for  headlines  and  additional  lines. 
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Quick  Gay  Guide 


Boston  Area  (617)  m 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

BAGALS  (Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay  Schoolworkers) 
P.O.  Box  178.  Astor  St..  Boston.  02123 
Black  Men-White  Men  Social/Support  Group 
c/o  GCN.  Box  1.  22  Bromfield  St.  Boston  02108 
BAGLY  (Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth. 

GCN  Box  10GY.  22  Bromfield. 

Boston  02108  491  0242.262-2473 

Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
c/o  Glad  Day  Bookshop.  22  Bromfield  St. 

Boston.  02108  542-0144 

Boston  Institute  for  Gay  Studies 

Box  2750.  Boston  02208  491-8245  or  720-0693 

Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  History  Project 
c/o  Interrante.  24  Greenwich  Pk  #1.  Boston  02118 
Cauldron  Exp.  Theater.  22  Randolph  St.  524-8575 

Chiltern  Mountain  Club  275-1336 

Box  104.  104  Charles  St..  Boston  02114 
El  Comite  Latino  de  lesbianas  y  homosexuals  de  Boston 
P.O  Box  365.  Cambridge.  02139  783-5250  or  354-1755 

Fathers  in  Transition  (Gay/Bi). 

c/o  GCN.  Box  6.  22  Bromfield  St..  Boston  02108 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 

New  England  (617)  482-6874  or  247-5485 

GAY  HOTLINE  (6pm-Mid.)  Mon-Fri  426-9371 

Gay  Professional  Men's  Group  944-4818 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau. 

P.O.  Box  2232,  Boston  02107  354-0133 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdancing  661-7223 

c/o  GCN  Box  5.  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 
Lesbian  &  Gay  History  Project  424-1993 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Hotline (6-12pm.)  Mon-Fri  426-9371 

Merrymount  Music  Soc.. 

Box  401. 104  Charles  St.  Boston  021 14  236  4888 

Outreach  Institute.  Box  368,  Kenmore  St..  02215  277-3454 
Parents  and  Friends  of  Gays 
76  Brook  Hill  Rd.  Milton.  02167  436-5393 

Project  Place.  32  Rutland  St.  021 18  267-9150 

Watchline  (Fri-Mon  7-10pm)  262-5250 

POLITICAL/LEGAL;: 

B.U.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Association  236-4710 

B.U.  Law  School.  755  Comm.  Ave. 

Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus. 

c/o  GCN,  Box  2,  22  Bromfield  St..  Boston.  02108 
Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  742-8020 

GLAD  (Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 

and  Defenders).  2  Park  Sq.,  Boston  426-1350 

Harvard  Committee  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Issues 
Roscoe  Pound  Hall.  Cambridge.  02138 
Lesbian/Gay  Prisoner  Project 
c/o  GCN.  22  Bromfield,  Boston  02108 
Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus 

Box  179,  118  Mass.  Ave.  Boston  02115471-8404.  262-1565 
National  Lawyers  Guild, 

120  Boylston  St..  Boston  02116  542-5415 

STUDENT  . . _ . 

Gay  People  at  BU.  c/o  Program  Resources  Office 
George  Sherman  Union,  Boston  University. 

Gay/Lesbian  Concern  Group  of  Boston  College 

Boston  College,  Chestnut  Hill  MA  02167  262-2473 

UMass/Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  Center 
Dorchester  02125  287-1900x2169 

Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  Info.  (M-F,  6-12)  495-5476 

Gays  at  MIT.  Rm.  50-306,  Cambridge  02139  253-5440 

Northeastern  U.  Lambda  255  Ell  Ctr.,  N.U.,  Boston  02115 
Tufts  Gay  Community, 

c/o  Student  Activities  Office,  Medford  02155 

WOMEN 

Aradia  Counseling  for  Women,  520  Comm  Ave 
(Kenmore  Sq.)  247-4861  x58 

Cambridge  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807 
Counterpoint  Publ.. 

Box  CY  442,  400  Comm.  Ave.,  Boston  02215 
Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02138  661-3633 

Dyke  Doctors  (Lesbian  Physicians,  Med  Students 


Health  Profs) 

Gay  Professional  Women’s  Assn., 

Box  308.  Boston  U  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Lesbian  Liberation,  c/o  Women  s  Center 
Miriam  Rosenberg  (counseling) 

National  Organization  for  Women 
99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.,  Cambridge  02139 
Tufts  Women’s  Center 
Women's  Alcoholism  Program. 

1348  Cambridge  St..  Cambridge  02139 

. 


354-5910 


354-8807 

1-358-7512 


661-6015 
628-5000  x793 


661-131^ 


RELIGIOUS! 


AmTikva  524-1617 

P.O.  Box  1 1 .  Cambridge.  02138  628-3986 

Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02114  536-6518 

Friends  (Quaker)  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns,  5  Longfellow  Pk.,  Cambridge  227-9118 
Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208  262-3057 

Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People  536-3788 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  523-7664 

Fr.  Paul  Shanley  964-0996 

Unitarian  Universalists  Office  of  Gay  Concerns 
25  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108  742-2100 

MEDIA! 

Alyson  Publ.,  75  Kneeland,  Boston  542-5679 

Boston's  Other  Voice,  WROR,  98.5FM 

Dennis  965-1311,  725-2730 
Common  Ground.  WMBR,  88.1  FM 

Fag  Rag  661-7534 

Gay  Community  News  426-4469 

Good  Gay  Poets  661-7534 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates 
c/o  GCN,  22  Bromfield,  02108  542-5679 

Musically  Speaking  (WMBR  88.1  FM,  Sun.  1-3) 

Melanie  494-8810 

Persephone  Press,  Box  7222,  Watertown  02172  924-0336 

Women's  Educ.  Media,  47  Cherry  St. 

Somerville  02144 

Xanadu  Graphics.  143  Albany,  Camb.  02139 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

Alcoholics  Anonymous  426-9444 

Ariel  Counseling  739-6381 

Belville  &  Assoc.  266-1450 

Exodus  Ctr.,  25  Huntington  Ave.  021 16  266-0612 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland  St.  267-7573 
Gay  AlAnon  (families  of  alcoholics)  843-5300 

Gender  Identity  Service  864-8181 

Homophile  Alcoholism  Treatment  Service  542-5188 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Services 
80  Boylston  St.  *855 
Mass  Bay  Counseling 
31  Channing  St.,  Newton  Corner  02158 
Tapestry  Counseling  Inc., 

20  Sacramento  St.,  Cambridge. 

Tufts  Skin  Care  Clinic  (VD  treatment) 

Turley  &  Assoc..  31  Channing  St..  Newton,  02158 
TV/TS  Support  Group 
(Gender  Center)  Martha  666-8280 

Robert  Taylor,  MD.  1755  Beacon  St.,  Brookline  232-1459 
M.  Zucker.  acupuncture 

173  Mt.  Auburn,  Cambridge  924-3332 

ACCOMMODATIONS! 

Parkview  Guest  House,  85  Westland  Ave.  021 15  536-3608 


542-5188 

965-1311 

661-0248 

956-5293 

965-2040 


Glad  Day  Book  Shop.  22  Bromfield 

New  Words.  186  Hampshire,  Cambridge  02139- 

Red  Bookstore,  136  River  St.,  Camb. 

Buddies.  733  Boylston  St. 

Chaps.  27  Huntington  Ave 

The  Eagle.  520  Tremont 

Elbow  Room,  100  Chandler  (at  Clarendon) 

Herbies  Lone  Star.  8  Columbus  Ave 

Harry's  Place.  45  Essex  St. 

Boston  Ramrod.  1254  Boylston  St. 

Jacques.  79  Broadway 

Marquee.  512  Mass  Ave.  (Cent.  Sq..  Camb.) 

Napoleon  Club.  52  Piedmont  St. 

Paradise,  180  Mass.  Ave.  (Cambridge) 

Pipeline,  9  Lansdowne  St 
Playland,  21  Essex  St. 

Rustlers.  77  Berkeley 
Skippers.  252  Boylston  St. 

Somewhere.  295  Franklin  St. 


542-0144 

876-5310 

491- 6930 
2622480 
266-7778 
542-4494 
338-8447 
338  9852 
4829040 
266  2986 
338-9066 

492- 9545 
338-7547 
864  4130 
536  0206 
338-7254 
338-9089 
262-5735 
423-7730 


Sporter's  Cate.  228  Cambridge  St  742-4084 

Twelve  Seventy.  1270  Boylston  437-1257 

Club  Boston  (Gay  men's  baths).  4  LaGrange  St  426-1451 
South  Station  Cinema.  23  South  St  423-4340 

Art  Cinema.  204  Tremont  482-4661 

Eastern  Mass.  (617) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Central  Middlesex  Social  Club. 

Box  470.  Maynard  01754 
Frenz  &  Luvvers.  Box  213.  W  Boylston.  01583 
Gay  Hotline 

Mass.  Teachers  Assoc./Gay  Rights  Caucus 
P.O  Box  75.  New  Salem  01355 
Montachusett  Gay  Alliance.  Fitchburg 
North  Shore  Gay  Alliance 
Box  806.  Marblehead.  01915 
Survival  Crisis  Line 


263-9607 


756-0730 


342-5117 


745-3848 
471  7100 


Dignity  Merrimack  Valley.  P.O  Box  321.  Methuen  01844 
MCC  Worcester.  2  Wellington  St  753-836C 

WOMEN 


. . — - 

Everywoman's  Center.  Box  949.  14  Center 
St.,  Provincetown  02657  (4-6pm) 

New  Bedford  Women's  Clinic  996-3341 

Origins,  Inc..  A  Women's  Center 

169  Boston  St  .  Salem  01970  745-5873 


STUDENT 


Clark  U.  Gay  Alliance.  950  Main.  A-70 
Gay  Outreach  Assoc,  for  Lowell  (Univ.)  Students 

South  Campus,  Student  Union  Rm  348  453-3804 

Salem  State  Gay  Task  Force 
Salem  St.  College.  Salem  01970  745-0556  (ext.  209) 

Western  Mass.  (413) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Berkshire  County  Gay  Coalition.  P.O.  Box  1562, 

Pittsfield  01201.  442-1819 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Men’s  Counseling  Collective 
406 F  Student  Union.  UMass.  Amherst  545-2645 

Help  Line  664-6391 . 664-6392 

Pioneer  Valley  People's  Gay  Alliance 

Box  181,  Northampton.  01061  586-5979 

Dignity/Springfield,  P.O.  Box  1604  Springfield  01101 

WOMEN 

Common  Woman  Club,  78  Masonic  St., 

Northampton  01060 
Everywomen’s  Center.  Amherst 
Franklin  Cty.  Lesbian  Alliance 
P.O.  Box  235,  Deerfield  01342 
Gay  Women's  Caucus,  Amherst 
Lesbians  United  33  Pearl  St,  Pittsfield.  01201 
New  Alexandria  Lesbian  Library 
P.O.  Box  111,  Huntington  01050 
Southwest  Women's  Center 
Valley  Lesbian  Alliance  665-4705;  253-3082, 

Women’s  Media  Project  (WMUA.  91.1  FM) 

Womonfyre  Books 


584-4580 

545-0883 


545-3438 

499-2425 


STUDENT 


545-0626 

774-5464 

545-2876 

586-6445 

igiftll 

rnmm 


Hampshire  College  Gay  Men's  Alliance 
Box  1355,  Amherst  01002 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Men’s  Counseling  Collective 
406F  UMass  Student  Union,  Amherst 
Lesbian  Union,  920  Campus  Center, 

UMass,  Amherst  01003 
People's  Gay  Alliance,  RSO  368  Student 
Union,  UMass,  Amherst,  01002 
Williams  Gay  Peoples  Union 

S.U.  Box  3212,  Williams  College,  Williamstown  01267 


545-2645 

545-3438 


545-0154 


Connecticut  (203)i 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 


522-5575 


624-6869 


522-2646 

249-7691 


Conn.  Gay  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  1139.  New  Haven  06505 
Gay  Switchboard.  Hartford,  M-S  1-11  pm. 

Sun  1-5  pm,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Switchboard,  New  Haven, 

P.O.  Box  72,06501;  M-F  8-11  pm 
Gay  Spirit  (WWUH,  91.3FM)  Thurs  8:30pm 
George  W.  Henry  Foundation  (counseling), 

45  Church  St.,  Hartford  06103 
Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  &  Gay  Taskforce 
Institute  of  Social  Ethics/Gay  National  Archives, 

One  Gold  St.,  Suite  22-BC,  Hartford  06103  547-1281 

WOMEN__ . . . 

Gay  Women's  Collective,  c/o  Women’s  Center, 

Box  U-1 18.  UConn,  Storrs  06268  486-4738 

Heartroots  Feminist  Therapy  Collective, 

22  Allen  PI.  #B3,  Hartford  06106  249-0504 

Shorelinewoman  481-3575 

Women’s  Center,  Hartford,  57  Pratt  St., 

c/o  Hill  Ctr,  350  Farmington  Ave,  Hartford  06106249-7691 
Women’s  Center.  Manchester  Community 
College,  P.O.  Box  1046,  Manchester,  06040  646-4900 

Women's  Center,  UConn,  Box  U-1 18, 

Storrs  06828  486-4738 

Women’s  Center,  Wesleyan.  Box  WW, 

Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown  06457  347-9411 

Women’s  Liberation  Center,  New  Haven, 

614  Orange  St..  New  Haven  06510  436-2488 

STU  DE NT  _ 

Alternate  Lifestyles  Awareness  Group. 

Social  Work  House,  Farnham  Ave., 

New  Haven  06515  397-4331 

Eros,  Gay  Students  at  Trinity  College 
c/o  Chaplain’s  Office,  Hartford  06106  527-3151 

Gay  Alliance  at  Yale, 

P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta,  New  Haven  06520 
Gay  Alliance,  UConn,  Box  U-8,  Storrs,  06268  486-2273 

Gay  Alliance,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown,  06457  347-9411 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  at  Conn.  College  442-7458 
P.O.  Box  1295,  New  London  06320 
Gay  Student  Ctr.  Yale,  Box  2031,  New  Haven  06520 
Lesbian/Gay  Student  Alliance  UConn 
W.  Hartford  06117  523-4841  x-267 

Lesbians,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women's  Center. 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  St.,  Middletown  06457  347-9411 

Yalesbians,  P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta.,  New  Haven  06520 


RELIGIOUS: 


Dignity/Fairfield  County, 

P.O.Box  348,  Belden  Sta.  Norwalk,  06850 
Dignity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  72,  Hartford  06141  233-8325 

Dignity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  285,  West  Haven  06516 
Integrity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  3681, 

Central  Sta.,  Hartford  06103 
Integrity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1777, 

New  Haven  06507 

MCC/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101 
MCC/New  Haven.  P.O.  Box  1273, 

New  Haven  06505 


522-2646 


787-1518 

522-5575 


777-9808 


748-5341 


436-8354 

727-0379 


MEDICAL/COUNSELINGI 

Gay  AA  (Danbury) 

Gay  Health  Workers  at  YNHH, 

Box  2031,  Yale  St.,  New  Haven,  06520 
Moonseed  (counseling) 

Rhode  Island  (40i)®i 

Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  751-3322. 272-9247 
Families  of  Gay  Persons  723-0050 

Gay  Help  Line  751-3322 

Box  5671 .  Weybosset  Hill  Sta.  02903  Bpmmidmght 

Gay  Community  Services  of  R.l .  728-9269 

Box  6563,  Providence  02940  728-6023 

Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA  331-2047 

Counseling  &  Consulting 

161  Prospect  Hill,  Newport  02840  847  7229 

Gay  Women  of  Brown,  c/o  Sarah  Doyle  Women's  Center. 

186  Meeting  St.,  Providence.  02912  863-2189 

Women's  Growth  Ctr., 

97  Knowles  St..  Pawtucket  02860  728-6023 

Brown/RISD  Gay  Students,  Box  49,  Brown  U  . 

Providence  029 1 2  863-3062 


Joe  224  6931 
485-5612 


Brown  U  Lesbian. Gay  Alumnae/i  Assoc 
GCN  Box  5.  22  Bromfield. 

Boston  02108  720-1870  661  7223 

Digmty/Providence.  Box  2231  Pawtucket  02861  941-7235 

MCGProvidence  5  Junction  St..  Providence  272  9247 
MCC  Special  Ministry  (terminally  ill.  aged  and 
handicapped).  Rev  George  McDermott  272  9247 

New  Hampshire(603) 

Gay  NH  Infoiine.  10am- 10pm.  Concord  224-6931 

Nashua  Area  Gays.  P.O  Box  3472. 

Nashua  03061  888-1305 

NH  Lambda.  Box  1043.  Concord  03301 
224-3785.  889-1416. 

746-3339.  (crisis)  483-2592 
NH  Area  Parents  of  Gays.  140  Kimball  Hill 

Rd  .  Hudson  03051  (Sandi  or  Ron)  880-7219 

Greater  Nashua  Area  NH  Lambda. 

Box  3541.  Nashua  03061 
Speakers  Bureau.  Box  521.  Concord  03301 
Concord  Area  Gay  Youth. 

Box  832.  Concord  03301  228-0493 

Concord  Men's  Group 
Box  832.  Concord  03301 
Suncook  Gay  Prisoner  Project 
Gemini.  Keene  Support  Group. 

Box  461.  W  Swanzey.  03469 
Laconia  Men's  Group.  Box  782.  Laconia  03246 
Seacoast  Gay  Men.  P.O  Box  1394  Portsmouth  03801 
Full  Circle,  monthly  calender  of  women's  events. 

Box  235.  Contoocook.  NH  03229 
Iris,  a  women's  club.  40  Pleasant  St..  Portsmouth  03801 
Lesbian  Feminist  Collective.  Box  47,  Penacook 
Campus  Gay  Awareness.  Mem.  U.  UNH  Durham  03824 
Dartmouth  Gay  Students'  Assoc 
Hinman  Box  5057.  Hanover  03755 
Information  Outlet  1-800-852-3311 

Keene  Klondykes.  Box  261. 

Gilsum  03448  827-3766.847-9589 

Vermont  (802)1 

Andrews  Inn.  Bellows  Falls  463-3966 

Central  Vermont  Gay  Men.  CVGM. 

Box  42.  Barre  05819 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Hotline  of  VT  862-4296 

Gay  Student  Union.  U  of  Vt.  Burlington  05401 
Gay  People  at  Middlebury 

Box  D56.  Middlebury  College.  05753 
League  of  Gays  (LOGS). 

Box  703,  St.  Johnsbury.  VT  05819  633-4047 

Southern  Vermont  Gay  Men  387-GAYS  or  (603)  756-4226 
Southern  Vermont  Lesbians/Gay  Men's 
Coalition.  P.O  Box  1034.  Brattleboro  05301 
Southern  Vermont  Women's  Health  Center. 

187  N.  Main  St..  Rutland.  05701  775-1946 

Women's  Center,  P.O.  Box  92  Burlington  05401  863-1236 

Integrity.  Box  126.  Burlington  05402  864  7198 


Maine  (207)j 


"  / 


998-1023 


246-2747 


746-6196 

932-7886 


New  Jersey  (20i)i 

Gay  Youth.  Box  188,  Howell  07731 

Lesbians  of  Color  c/o  Brooks,  Box  M  564  Hoboken  07030 
Gay  Activist  Alliance  of  Hudson  County. 

Box  68.  Uptown  Hoboken  07030 
Dignity/Jersey  City  436-6259 

Dignity/Jersey  Shore,  Box  824,  Asbury  Park  07712  842-0837 
Dignity/Metropolitan.  Box  337,  Irvington  071 1 1  420-9482 

Presby.  for  Gay/Lesbian  Concerns  735-9714 

Gay  Activist  Alliance/Morris  County 

Box  137  Convent  Sta.  07691  762-6217 

Gay  Activists  Alliance  of  New  Jersey 

Box  1734.  South  Hackensack  07601  692-1794 

Gay  People  Princeton.  Box  2303,  Princeton  08540 
Integrity-Central  NJ 

Box  1432,  New  Brunswick  08903  753-0618 

Jacobin  Press,  Box  8011,  Jersey  City  07308 
Lambda  Alliance,  Box  223,  Eatontown  07724  229-7949 

Lavender  Express  (Publications),  c/o  Pat  Freeman. 

Box  218,  Kearny  07032 
Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  4042. 

Allwood  St  ,  Clifton  07012 
National  Committee  for  Sexual  Civil  Liberties 
18  Ober  Rd.,  Princeton  08540 
NOW-NJ  Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force, 

Box  332,  Somerville  08876 
Organization  for  Gay  Awareness 
Box  1291,  Montclair  07042 
Rutgers  Gay  Alliance,  Student  Ctr.,  Box  91. 

College  Ave.  New  Brunswick  08903 
United  Sister,  Box  41,  Garwood  07027 

New  York  City  (212)111 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Ass  n  of  Gay  Social  Workers, 
c/o  Gay  Switchboard  Message  Center. 

1 10  E.  23rd  St..  Suite  502, 10010 
Black  and  White  Men  Together/NY 
Box  148,  Ansonia  Sta.,  NYC  10023 
Chelsea  Gay  Association 

164  W  21st  St.  #1979,  10011 
Christopher  St.  Lib.  Day  Comm. 

147  W.  42nd,  Rm  603  10036 
Citizens'  Party  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Caucus 

851-1873,866-6651 

FOLKS  (Friends  of  Little  Kids  989-6653 

Gay  Atheists  League  of  America 

P.O.  Box  248.  Village  Sta  NYC  10014  595-1445 

Gay  History  Archive.  Box  2.  Village,  10014  473-5884 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Blind.  110  East  23rd  St. 

Suite  502,  NYC  10010 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Youth  of 

New  York  226-3861,875-9187 

Gay  Male  S/M  Activists.  132  W  24th  St..  1001 1 
Gay  Switchboard  777-1800 

Gayellow  Pages,  P.O.Box  292,  Village  Sta  10014  744-2785 
Girth  and  Mirth  Club  734-7748 

NYC  Union  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 
c/o  Tan  Box  24.  Brooklyn  11201 
North  American  Man/Boy  Love  Assoc.  (NAMBLA) 

Box  174,  NYC  10018 
Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop. 

15  Christopher  St 

Senior  Action  in  a  Gay  Environment 
208  W.  13th  St 

Upper  West  Side  Lesbian  &  Gay  Assoc 

165  W.  86th  St.,  10024 
West  Side  Discussion  Group. 

Greenwich  House.  27  Barrow  St 


777-7697 


691-7950 


947-0949 


255-8097 


741  2247 


242  4140 


WOMEN 


Lesbian  Switchboard  243  W  20th  St  10010  741  2610 

POLITICAL/LEGAL  * 

Coalition  tor  Lesbian  &  Gay  Rights 

29  W  21  st  St  924  2970 

Comm  tor  Soc  Change  of  Nat  Gay  Health  Coalition 
C/o  Vachon.  135  Greene  St  10012  473-5731 

Committee  ot  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Socialists  988  3012 
Gay  Lawyers  &  Law  Students  Group 

Postal  Address  Law  Group  PO  Box  1899 
Grand  Central  Station  10017  628-8532 

Gay  Teachers  Assoc  Box  435  Van  Brunt  Sta 

Brooklyn  11215  255  5969.499  1060 

GREAT  jGay  Racially  Equal  and  Together) 

Men  of  Gotham.  Box  834  Brooklyn.  11202 
Lambda  Legal  Defense.  132  W  43rd.  10036  944  9488 

Lavender  Lett  Network 

Box  512.  Village  Sta  10014  533  4907 

National  Coalition  ot  Gay  Activists. 

PO  Box  A  711.  Grand  Central  Sta  10017 
National  Gay  Task  Force  80  Fifth  Ave  Rm  1601  741  5800 


RELIGIOUS 


Gay  &  Lesbian  Interreligious  Coalition 
ci o  Strickler.  31  Bethane  NYC  10014 
Church  ot  the  Beloved  Disciple. 

348  W  14th  St  .  10004 
Congregation  Beth  Simchat  Torah 
155  Bank  St  10014 
Dignity/Gay  and  Lesbian  Catholics. 

Box  1554.  FDR  Sta.  10150 
Evangelicals  Concerned 
Integrity  Episcopal  Gay  Society 
GPO  Box  1549.  10001 
Lutherans  tor  Lesbian  &  Gay  Concerns. 

Box  2217.  Brooklyn  11202  596-3839. 

MCC/NY.201W  13th  St  .  10011 
Presby  tor  Les/Gay  Concerns 

MEDIA/ENTERTAINMENT 

Gay  Theatre  Alliance 
Box  294.  10014 

NYC  News.  Box  2171  G.C.C  10163 
NY  Native.  250  W  57th.  #417.  10107 


242  6616 

9299498 

869  3050 
688  0628 

9896653 

278  5066 
242  1212 
866  3580 


280-5113 

598  7056 

\ 

691  6969 


688  0628 
2438181 
799  9432 

473-5713 


AWA  (Male),  Box  746,  Old  Orchard  Beach  04064 
Bates  Gay/Straight  Alliance.  Health  Ctr. 

Bates  College.  Lewiston  04240 
Bowdoin  College  Gay/Straight  Alliance. 

Brunswick  04011 
Center  for  Being,  Box  45-A 
So.  Harpswell  04079 
Dignity/Maine.  Box  7021,  Lewiston  04240 
Down  East  Gay  Alliance.  Box  O.  Ellsworth  04605 
Gay  Peoples  Alliance 

92  Bedford  St.,  Portland  04103  780-4085 

Interweave:  Unit./Univ.  Gay/Lesbian 
Community,  Box  215,  Augusta  04330  773-2121 

Lesbian  Rap  Group.  92  Bedford  St..  Portland 
MCC  Portland,  Box  583 
Westbrook  04092 

Northern  Lambda  Nord.  P.O  Box  990.  Caribou  04736 
Maine  Lesbian  Feminists  P.O  Box  125,  Belfast  04915 
Portland  Women's  Community 

c/o  D.  Elze,  15  Deering  Ave.,  Portland  04101 
Unitarian-Universalist  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus 

561D  Brighton  Ave.  Portland  04102  773-2121 

Wilde-Stein  Club,  c/o  Memorial  Union. 

U.  of  Maine,  Orono  04473 

Parents  &  Friends  of  Gays  563-5856 


833-6195 


Gay  People  at  Columbia 
Earl  Hall.  Rm  304  10027 
New  York  U  Gay  People's  Union 
Loeb  Student  Ctr.  Rm  810 

MEDICAUCOUNSELING 

Gay  Men's  Health  Project 
74  Grove  St  Rm  2RW.  10014 
Gay  Nurses  Alliance 
44  St.  Marks  PI  10003 
Homosexual  Community  Counseling  Ctr. 

Identity  House 
Institute  For  Human  Identity 
National  Gay  Health  Coalition 
c/o  Vachon.  135  Greene  St  (2nd)  NYC  10012 
Nat.  Gay  Health  Ed  Found 

Box  834.  Linden  Hill.  NYC  11354 

New  York  State 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Alternatives  Corner  (516)483-2050 

374  Woodfield  Rd  W  Hemstead.  11522 
Broome  County  Gay  Alliance.  P.O.  Box  F-1711 
Binghamton  13902 

Capital  District  Gay  Community  Center  (7-11pm). 

332  Hudson  Ave..  Albany  12210  (518)  462-6138 

Confide— counseling  for  transvestites 
and  transsexuals  Box  56.  Tappan  10983 
East  End  Gay  Organization. 

P.O.  Box  87.  Southampton  1 1968 
Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genessee  Valley. 

713  Monroe  Ave..  Rochester.  14614 
Gay  Concerns  Committee. 

109  Browns  Rd.,  Huntington  11743 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance.  P.O.  Box  22740.  Albany  12222 


(516)  324  2468 
(716)  244-8640 
or  244  9030 


(607)  797-3453 


Gay  Helpline.  (Fri-Sun.  7:30-10  p.m.) 

Gay  Light  Collective.  389  W.  Onondaga  St.. 

Syracuse  13202 

Gertrude  Stem  Book  Collective. 

262  Central  Ave.  Albany  12206. 

(by  mail:  Box  1807.  Albany  12201) 

Middle  Earth  Switchboard 
(gay  peer  counseling) 

NY  State  Coalition  of  Gay  Organizations. 

Box  131.  Albany  12201 

Parents  of  Gays/L.l.  c/o  Gay  Concerns  Comm. 

109  Browns  Rd..  Huntington.  11746  (516)  427  3683 

Parents  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men  793  5198 

WOMEN 


(315)475  6857 


(518)  465  9246 
(516)  826-0600 
(518)  462-6138 


1 _ 


(914)  948-4922 


Bisexual/Gay  Women's  Action  Lme  (516)  791  5565 

Herizon  —  A  Woman's  Space.  77  State  St  .  Binghamton 
Lesbian  Resource  Center. 

713  Monroe  Ave  .  Rochester  14607  (716)  244  9030 

Lesbian  Switch  board  (Mon  ,7-9  p.m.) 


Rochester  Gay  Men's  Gathering 
713  Monroe  Ave  .  Rochester  14607 
Westchester  Gay  Men's  Assoc. 

255  Grove  St..  White  Plains.  10601 
Gay  Hotlme(8  1 1pm) 

RELIGIOUS^ 

(Unitarian  Universalist  Gay  Caucus). 

34  Chestnut  Rd  .  Delmar  12054  (518)439-9451 

Dignity/Integrity/Rochester.  42  Tyler  House. 

17  So.  FitzhughSt..  Rochester  14614  (716)232-6521 

Dignity/L.l.,  P.O.  621P,  Bayshore  11706 
Presby.  for  Les/Gay  Concerns  (716)442-5117 

STUDENT/YOUTH  . 

Extended  Family  for  Gay  Youth 
989  Park  Ave.  Huntington,  11743 
Gay  People  at  Cornell 

528  Willard  Straight.  Ithaca  14853 
Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester. 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester 
Gay  Liberation  Front,  U  of  R..  Wilson 
Commons.  Rochester  14607 
Gay  Men  and  Women  at  Farmingdale 
Gay  Peoples  Alliance  SUNY  Buffalo 
111  Talbert  Hall  14260 
Gay  Student  Union,  c/o  Polity 
SUNY  Stony  Brook  11794 
Hamilton-Kirkland  Gay  Alliance.  Box  80. 

Hamilton  College.  Clinton  13323 
Harpur  Gay  Alliance 
SUNY,  Binghamton,  Box  2000,  13901 
Harpur  Lesbian  Alliance.  SUNY.  Binghamton.  13901 


(516)  549  1619 

(607)  256-6482 

(716)  244  8640 

(716)275-6181 

(516)420-2134 

(716)  636-3063 

(516)  246  7943 


All  The  Queens  Women.  Box  271.  Sta.  A. 

Flushing  11358  359-9204 

Gay  Women's  Alternative.  4  W.  76th  St.  10023  532-8669 

Lesbian  Herstory  Archives,  P.O.  Box  1258. 10116  874-7232 


Lambda  Univ..  Box  131.  Albany  12201  (518)  462-6138 

Teen  Gays  of  New  York 

385  W  Onondaga  St  Syracuse  13202  (315)  475-6857 

Vassar  College  Gay  Alliance  Box  271 
Poughkeepsie.  NY  12601 

Gay  Alliance  of  the  Genesee  Valley. 

713  Monroe  Ave  .  Rochester  14607(716)  244-8640.  244-9030 
Gay  Spirit  (WUSB.  90.1  FM)  Tues  6-7  p.m  246  7901 

Northeast  ALIVE.  262  Central  Ave.  Albany  12206. 

(by  mail:  Box  1807,  Albany  12201)  4660423 

The  Other  Voice  (Gay  Publication) 
c/o  Looking  Left.  SUNY  Binghamton  13901 

POLITICAL/LEGAL 

Capital  District  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

Box  131.  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 

PLEASE  UPDATE  YOUR  LISTINGS  AS  SOON  AS 
POSSIBLE  BY  WRITING:  QGG,  c/o  GCN,  22  Brom- 
field  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 

GCN  OFFERS  THIS  GUIDE  AS  A  SERVICE  TO 
THE  COMMUNITY.  WHENEVER  POSSIBLE 
ORGANIZATIONS  LISTED  SHOULD  FEEL  FREE 
TO  SUPPORT  THIS  LISTING  WITH  A  CONTRIBU¬ 
TION  (J10/YEAR,  MORE  IF  YOU  CAN.  LESS  IF 
YOU  CAN  T). 


Calendar 


weekly  events 
Sunday 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  drop-in  center  for 
youth  22  and  under  from  3:30-5pm  at  Evangel¬ 
ist  Church,  35  Bowdoin  St. (Beacon  Hill).  Info: 
497-8282.  Please  send  all  BAGLY  mail  to: 
GCN,  Box  10GY. 

Boston,  MA  —  Black  and  White  Men  Together 
of  Boston  meets  at  2pm  the  second  Sunday  of 
the  month  at  57  E  Springfield  St  (So.  End). 
Info-  Richard  247-3043  or  Tom  536-3392 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Overeaters  Anonymous 
lesbian  meeting  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass  Ave.  Suri  eves  7:30  pm 
DOB  office. 

Framingham,  MA  —  Tricounty  Assoc.  (Fram¬ 
ingham.  Milford,  Franklin  area).  Social  and 
support  group  for  gay  and  lesbian  community 
Meets  Suns.  Info:  (617)  376-4323. 

Boston,  MA  —  Musically  Speaking.  Women  s 
programming  music,  ideas  and  announce¬ 
ments.  Call  Melanie  at  494-8810  with  events 
and  comments  (WMBR,  88.1FM)  1  4pm. 
Boston,  MA  —  Boston's  Other  Voice.  Weekly 
discussions  of  problems  facing  the  les- 
bian/gay  community.  News,  interviews,  calen¬ 
dar.  music  10:30pm.  WROR.  98  5FM 
Boston, MA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 
New  England.  Second  Sundays.  2pm.  Info 
(617)  482-6874  or  247-5485. 

Keene,  NH  —  Potlucks  and  other  fun  gel 
togethers  for  lesbians  First  Suns  (2pm)  and 
third  Tues  or  Wed  (6pm)  Info  Keene  Klon 
dykes.  Box  261.  Gilsum  NH  03448 

Concord,  NH  —  Concord  Area  gay  Youth, 
support  group  for  youth  16-22.  rap  session 
and  social  time.  Carpools  &  counseling 
available.  Info  Scott  or  Joe  224  6931 

Acton,  MA  —  Central  Middlesex  Social  Club 
meets  at  7  30pm.  Info  Carlton  486  8177  All 
are  invited 

Orono,  ME  —  Wilde-Stein  Club  Social/sup¬ 
port  group  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  Informal, 
friendly  and  open  meetings  Peabody  Lounge, 
3rd  fl.  Memorial  Union.  UMO.  7pm. 

Orleans.  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  social  group  alter¬ 
native  to  the  bars  on  Cape  Cod.  meets  second 
Sundays.  Info:  Box  1614.  Orleans.  MA  02653 

Northern  VVNH  League  of  Gays  (LOGS)  meets 
third  Sun.  Info:  (802)  626  3618  or  write:  Box 
703,  St.  Johnsbury,  VT  05819 

Central  VT  —  Central  Vermont  Gay  Men 
(CVGM)  meets  first  Sun  of  the  month  for 
socializing,  business  and  a  meal.  Info  Box  42, 
Barre.  05641. 


monday 

Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men.  7pm. 
Info:  P  O.Box  1394,  Portsmouth  03801, 
Nashua,  NH  —  Nashua  Area  Gays  meet  8pm. 
Info  Tony  888-7933.  or  write  Nashua  Area 
Gays.  Box  3472.  Nashua  03061 

Boston,  MA  —  The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Task 
Force  of  the  June  12  Special  Sessions  on  Dis¬ 
armament  continues  to  meet  for  organizing. 
Dignity  office,  355  Boylston  St.  7:30pm  Info: 
879-0336. 


tuesday 

Brattleboro.VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Men's  Coalition  meets  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  month  at  the  Common  Ground 
Restaurant.  25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Dis¬ 
cussion  and  social  group  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  (Harv.  Sq./ 
8pm.  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  Info:  661-3633 

Pitsfield,  MA  —  Berkshire  County  Gay 
Coalition  meets  2nd  and  4th  Tues.  Info.  (413) 
442  7772. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Task  Force  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farm¬ 
ington  Ave.  7pm  (First  Tues.)  Info:  249-7691. 


Wednesday 

Boston,  MA  —  Fathers  in  Transition,  a  group 
of  gay/bi  fathers  meets  Weds,  for  friendship 
and  support.  Info:  Gay  Fathers,  c/o  GCN  Box 
6,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108,  or  call 
Exodus  Ctr  266-0612. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY).  New  persons  meet¬ 
ing  6-7pm;  general  meeting  and  group  discus¬ 
sion  7-9pm.  For  youth  22  and  under.  Evangel¬ 
ist  Church,  35  Bowdoin  St.  (Beacon  Hill)  Info: 
497-8282. 

Boston,  MA  —  Walk-in  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:30-8pm.  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center.  16  Haviland 
St.  (near  Auditorium  stop).  267-7573. 

Nashua,  NH  —  Greater  Nashua  Area  of  NH 
Lambda  sponsors  speakers  and/or  raps  on  the 
second  Wed  and  4th  Thurs  of  each  month. 
7pm  Business  meetings  on  first  Sats.  5pm. 
Info  (603)  889-1416 

Bridgewater,  MA  —  South  Shore  Gay  and  Les 
bian  Alliance  meets  Weds.  Info  586-1503 
Hartford,  CT  —  Lesbian  AA  meeting.  Hill  Ctr.. 
350  Farmington  Ave  8pm  Info  (203)  232-9737 
or  742-8203 


Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Gay  Men's  Chorus 
meets  every  Wed.  6:45-9pm.  Community 
Music  Ceter,  48  Warren  Ave  (So.  End).  Info: 
625-3247. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  "coming  out" 
group,  new  weekly  open  rap  group,  is  now 
meeting  at  Cambridge  Women's  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.  (Central  Sq.)  8-10pm.  Info: 

354-8807 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  35  + 
women’s  discussion  and  social  group.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8pm.  Second  Wed.  and  last  Fri.  of  each 
month. 

Hyannls.  MA  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  meets 
first  Wetf  of  every  month.  7:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Orientation,  social 
meetings.  Warren  Women’s  Center,  298  Main 
St.  Info:  771-6739. 


Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Help  make  the  media 


Augusta,  ME  —  Gay/Lesbian  AA  (Alcoholics 
Anonymous)  meeting.  All  Souls  Unitarian 
Church.  11  King  St.  8  pm.  Open  to  all. 


Lynn,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  AA  weekly 
meeting.  Lynn  Community  Health  Center,  86 
Lafayette  Park.  7om.  Info  599-5928 


Providence,  Rl  —  Transvestite/transsexual 
meetings.  8pm.  Info:  272-9247 
Hampden  County, MA  -  Social/Support 
Group  for  Lesbians.  8pm. 

532-5878  or  Julie  532-4959. 


Info  Debbie 


thursday 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay 
History  Project.  7:30pm.  lnfo:424-1993. 

Somerville,  MA  —  TV/TS  Peer  Support  Group 
meets  at  the  Gender  Clinic.  7:15-9:15.  Info: 
Martha  AAA-ft280. 

Northampton,  MA  —  Pioneer  Vailey  Gay 
.People's  Alliance  is  now  forming.  Meetings 
on  first  and  third  Thursdays  at  the  Unitarian 
Society,  220  Main  St.  7.30pm.  Info:  (413) 
**6  5979. 

Worcester,  MA  —  "Straight  Talk  About  Gays", 
a  free  form  radio  show  with  news,  announce¬ 
ments,  music,  poetry,  in-depth  interviews  and 
raps.  8:15pm.  WCUW.  9V3FM 
Boston,  MA  —  The  Mass.  Gay  Political 
Caucus  meets  on  the  first  and  third  Thursdays 
at  7:30pm.  755  Boylston  St.  Rm.  215.  New 
members  welcome.  Info:  471-840 4 
New  London,  CT  —  Lesbian  and  Gay 
community  at  Connecticut  College  weekly 
meeting.  Discussion,  planning  and  outreach 
9pm.  Fanning  Hall  Rm  412.  INfo:  442-7458. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children. 
Support  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St  354-8807. 


friday 


BOSTON,  MA  -GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
ALWAYS  NEEDS  HELP  SENDING  OUT  THE 
PAPER  ON  FRIDAY  EVES.  COME  BY  FOR  A 
FEW  HOURS  TO  OUR  NEW  (TEMPORARY) 
SPACE  AT  140  Boylston  St.  (ON  THE  COM¬ 
MON)  7TH  FLOOR.  COME  BY  FOR  A  FEW 
HOURS  ANYTIME  AFTER  6  AND  LEND  A 
HAND.  REFRESHMENTS  AND  GOOD  TIMES. 
EVERY  BODY  WELL  COMEI  Info:  426-4469. 
Thanks! 


center  for  lesbian  and  gay  teenagers.  7-9pm  at 
the  Hill  Center,  350  Farmington  Ave 
(upstairs).  Sponsored  by  the  Coalition  of  Sex¬ 
ual  Minorities. 


Pittsfield,  MA 

Lesbians  United, 
ter,  499-2425 


—  Weekly  meetings  of 
Info:  Women's  Services  cen- 


Concord,  NH  —  Concord's  Men's  Group 
meets  Fridays  at  7:30pm  for  coffee  and  dis¬ 
cussion.  67  Thorndike  St.  Info:  Joe  224-6931. 


Saturday 

Providence,  Rl  —  Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Youth  meets  every  Sat.  from  l-5pm  for 
youth  1 4-21  years  of  age.  Info:  MCC  272-9247 
or  Gay  Help  Line  751-3322  (eves). 
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Project  Place  Hotline  Training  begins  June  5. 
Orientation  every  Wed.  at  6:30pm.  For  into  call 
262  3740. 

Boston,  MA  —  Watchline.  an  action  organiza¬ 
tion  for  gays  and  lesbians  monitoring  anti- 
gay/lesbian  violence  Report  incidents  to 
Watchline  (Mon  Fri  7-t0pm):  (617)  262-5250 


Boston,  MA  —  Front  Runners  Boston,  gay  and 
lesbian  running  group  Info:  825-0181 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt  Club  Regularly 
scheduled  sports  events  and  general  info  #s 
for  outdoors  events  general  #s:  John 
275-1336  and  864-0823;  volleyball  Dee 
266-2147;  basketball  236-1914 


coming  events 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Classes  taught  by  women 
for  women  in  self-defense,  racism,  writing  and 
many  other  things  offered  by  the  Women's 
School  in  Cambridge.  Term  begins  in  Oct. 
Info:  492-4845. 


aug  18  wed 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  for  youth  22  and 
under.  The  topic  of  discussion  this  week  will 
be  "Legal  Issues"  led  by  a  guest  speaker  at 
7pm.  As  usual  there  will  be  a  new  person's 
meeting  at  6:30.  See  Sundays  (under  “weekly 
events’^  above  for  details  about  location,  or 
call  497-8282.) 


19  thurs 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Community  News  volun¬ 
teer  proofreading.  Since  our  schedule  is  in  a 
bit  of  turmoil  these  days,  best  call  ahead 
Thursday  afternoon  to  see  what  time  proof¬ 
reading  will  be  happening.  140  Boylston  St. 
(7th  floor).  426-4469 


20  fri 

BOSTON,  MA  —  GCN  VOLUNTEER  NIGHT. 
COME  LEND  A  HAND  SENDING  OUT  THE 
PAPER  TO  SUBSCRIBERS.  TAKE  ONE  HOME 
FREE!  REFRESHMENTS  AND  GOOD  TIMES! 
EVERYBODY  WELCOME!!  COME  ANYTIME 
AFTER  6pm  AND  STAY  FOR  AS  LONG  OR  AS 
SHORT  AS  YOU  LIKE.  140  BOYLSTON  ST. 
(7TH  FLOOR),  ON  THE  COMMON.  (IF  YOU 
COME  AFTER  8  YOU  MAY  HAVE  TO  CALL 
FROM  ONE  OF  THE  PHONES  ACROSS  THE 
STREET  TO  GET  LET  IN,  SINCE  WE'RE  ON 
THE  TOP  FLOOR  AND  CAN'T  LEAVE  THf 
DOWNSTAIRS  OPEN.) 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mountain  Club.  Lowe 
Connecticut  River  Canoe  Camping  Trip.  Info 
Wayne  (617)  536-3496  or  John  (203)  643-4098. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Susan  Abod  sings  femlnis 
jazz  and  blues  at  The  Idler  when  she  opens  for 
Connie  Caldor  from  Canada  tonight  and 
tomorrow  at  8:30  and  10:30. 


21  sat 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mountain  Club. 
Monomoy  birdwatching.  Info:  Peter  (617) 
623-5368  (h)  or  495-2469  (w). 


Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mountain  Club.  Lake 
Winnipesaukee  bicycle  and  boat  ride.  Info: 
Jose  (603)  569-1254. 


22  sun 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mountain  Club. 
Farmington  River  to  float  down  the  gorge. 
Info:  Dean  (203)  658-6459. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mountain  Club.  Mt. 
Liberty/Mt.  Flume  day  hike.  Info:  John  (617) 
245-4674  or  Bob  (617)  828-8308. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  The  Bachelorettes  and 
Janice  Perry  "Gal"  in  a  Benefit  for  the  Gay 
Community  News.  An  evening  of  lavender 
oldies,  pre-Stonewall  sonnets  and  smutty 
innuendos,  at  The  Marquee,  512  Mass  Ave. 
(Central  Square).  7pm.  $3  (more  if/less  if). 

23  mon 

Boston,  MA  —  Mango,  a  subsidiary  of  GO,  a 
support  group  for  lesbians  and  gay  men 
interested  in  monogamy  and  monandry. 
Couples  welcome.  Hill  House,  74  Joy  St. 
9-10pm.  Free. 


Boston,  MA  —  GCN  collective  potluck  at  the 
temporary  space,  140  Boylston  St.  (7th  floor 
and  roof!).  6:30pm.  Bring  food  (not  all  quiche, 
please).  All  volunteers,  staff  and  board  are 
welcome. 

24  aug 

Provlncetown,  MA  —  GCN  benefit  at  the  Pied 
Piper.  All  Star  Performers. 


«CriBe 


The  deadline  for  Calendar  items  is  Monday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue, 


